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report 



OP THE 

DEEP SEA AND COAST FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND, 

FOR THE TEAR 1866. 



10 HIS EXCELLENCY JAMES MARQUESS OP ABERCOEN^ X.G. 

MED IDSUMmili AND GENES AL GOTISNOB OE ISEDAND. 



Mat it please youk Excellency 

The progressive improvement in the condition of these fisheries wL;,.l ™ lota 
the satisfaction of recording, we have now again the pleasure of^sTat ta ^ 
tmued to be manifested during the past year. P e of stating has con- 

The returns of the quantity of fish taken at the different nieces a , . , 

on the several lines of railway, as given in the Appendix are in themtl f * 6 c . a J ned 

52 ss Ersatz s arrsw 

C °(f ^ thaT'cMst^ii^to^he 1 other^m^nrei^^ed^in^he^business^ ^ ™ 

r d.pr“^rfi&K 

sat £ £ 

fcffi c atsTe emT Cati0n ; • ^ 3maUer . boats ™ venture fafto sea an! 
tenance too^Tto admW jJ I™ f P recar “ us > and the equipment and iain- 
matter. ° - y 1 7 mit , of tlleir extensive use. Moreover, it appears to us to hp * 
belief +D S ? no ~ s . d°ubt, whether the superabundance of fish which it is thp trenprni 

aSabSt the abUndaMe ™ a 8* ned j it is 

deteriLjil® 3 '™ t0 tbe °y? te f fisheries, we trust that at least there has been no 

which we ^ e ^J5 mp ? e ? w Y b la ? t Y ear i and tbat the exhaustion of the public beds to 

has preTai*rthrouehiuhes en “ 1°“' “T"® a ” estad \ 1116 stormy’ weather which 
iea tnroughout the season has greatly restricted the operations of the dredgers 

AS ’ 
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their take has been comparatively small, and so great has been in consequence the 
distress of the Arklow men, who so largely depend on their success in dredging for their 
subsistence, that we have considered it expedient to extend the open season, for the 
purposes of stocking only, however, for fifteen days additional for this year! 

A considerable number of new licences to form private beds have been granted by n S 
during the year, as will be seen on reference to the Appendix; but we regret to observe 
that in few instances as yet have the proprietors, or other persons to whom the concessions 
have been made, availed themselves of the means and opportunities afforded of cultivating 
them to that advantage, public and private, but more especially the public, which was 
the object had in view in granting them. 

No complaints have reached us from any quarter in regard to the conduct of the fisher, 
men ; they have been everywhere peaceable, and we are happy to find that the old 
antagonism which existed between the trawlers and the Claddagh men in Galway Bay 
has, at all events for the present, disappeared, and that the latter are now not unfrequentlv 
employed in the trawl boats. 

In the Appendix will be found as usual the report of the Inspecting Commissioner 
the statement of the coast-guard officers in regard to the condition of the fisheries in their 
respective districts, the returns of the quantities of herrings taken at the principal 
fishing stations, Howth, Ardglass, and Arklow, and of the weight of fish carried on 
the several lines of railway ; also, an abstract of the bye-laws, which have, from time to 
time, been framed by us for the regulation of the fisheries ; and of the licences to form 
oyster, beds, which, up to the present time, have been granted, with the results of their 
operation, or the reasons for not proceeding with them, from such of the licencees as have 
furnished them in reply to our circular inviting them to do so. 

We also append the report of our Secretary, Mr. Hornsby, on the exhibition of objects 
appertaining to fisheries of all kinds, and all matters connected therewith, held at Bou- 
logne, in the month of August, which appears to have been of much interest, and as 
being in connexion with the views which gave rise to that exhibition, and as bearing 
immediately on the question of the policy which should be adopted in respect of our own 
fisheries, at present so much under consideration, we add a translation of the code of 
laws now in force, regulating the sea-coast fisheries of France. These regulations are 
almost entirely in accordance with the views which have hitherto regulated the Irish 
fisheries, and we also find that the course of inquiry which is now being pursued by the 
French Government, is in the same direction as that which in our report of last year we 
stated we conceived it to be necessary to follow, previous to any wide alteration in the 
present system, being determined on . 

The question of trawling — which, however, in no case has been pressed on us — we have 
suffered to remain in abeyance, as we also did last year, pending the anticipated consi- 
deration by the Legislature of the general subject of the fisheries. Neither have we under 
tne circumstances deemed it desirable to press for the appointment of the Inspector, and 
other officers, whose employment we last year recommended, but which we still continue 
to look upon as of the utmost importance. 



We have the honour to be, 

Your Excellency’s obedient servants, 



J. G. M‘KERLIE, 

WM. R. LE FAIN U, 

JAS. REDMOND BARRY, 



\ Commissioners of Public Works 
/ and Fisheries. 

/ Inspecting Commissioner of 
\ Fisheries. 



Edward Hornsby, Secretary. 



Board of Public Works , 
Department of Fisheries t 
22 nd May , 1867. 
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APPENDIX. Amron. 



REPORT OF INSPECTING COMMISSIONER FOR 1866. 



The 112th section of the 5th & 6th Vie., cap. 
106, imposes upon the department then formed 
for the administration of the Fishery Laws of 
Ireland the obligation, before the last day of 
January in every year to furnish to the Lord 
Lieutenant a Report in detail which should be 
laid before each House of Parliament, within three 
.weeks after the commencement of the nest Ses- 
sion. 

The original adoption of so early a day in the 
year has been found for several years back to have 
been, in practice, veiy inconvenient, inasmuch as 
it has selected a time which in many kinds of Sea 
Fishery may be considered the middle of the sea- 
son, before results could possibly have been ascer- 
tained. This is most especially the case in the 
• Oyster Fishery, which, though it nominally com- 
mences in September and ends in April, can, upon 
the great natural banks, be hardly estimated be- 
fore the dose of April. If it should please the 
Authorities to alter or improve the present regu- 
lation, it may be deserving of consideration 
whether the first day of June or July should not 
be substituted for the last day of January. From 
Scotland the Reports are rarely ever presented 
before June, for the fishing of the year preceding. 
My last Report was dated the 4th of May, and 
we have, since then, passed through a season of 
unexampled severity, notwithstanding which, I 
think, upon the whole, our sea fisheries have 
somewhat progressed, and although a very bois- 
terous season, the visitation of cholera, still more 
the belief which prevails that the produce of the 
sea should, during such an awful period, be avoided 
as food, have, no doubt, materially affected us. 
Some of the returns presented in the Appendix 
will exhibit proofs of a decided increase in pro- 
duce and a disposition to proceed with more than 
usual vigour during the coming season. 

The summary of returns from the six principal 
railways (Appendix, page 30) will show an increase 
m 1866, as compared with 1865, of 2,395 tons of 
fish conveyed either to the metropolis or to ports 
trom whence they may be exported to England, 
ihe herring fishery of the east coast still increases 
with the fairest prospects. The returns for the 
last year were — 



Howth, 95,33] 
Ardglass, 23,235 
Arklow, 20,000 



mease of herrings 



produced ,£67,243 1 6 
„ 19,133 18 O 

„ 11,000 0 0 



138 - i66 JS97.S76 iTl 

•No return from Dunmore East. 

3 603!™ f ° r l865 ’ incladin g Dunmore, 134,963. Increase, 



* or returns from Howth, furnished weekb 
+• o? S j^ on ’ we are indebted to the kind 
rv ° ^“"Commander Burney, Inspectin' 
Ummander of the Coastguards; those from Ard 
IXr 1 ™ been kindly supplied by the agent o 
c2l y De Zl re fancier*:, esq., j£, of A^dglas; 
corre -A-rklow returns by our valuec 

pondent, the harbour master of that port. 



Major Beauclerk states in his letter of the 5th Report of In- 
February, “The number of fish caught exceeded spectingOom- 
that of last year, hut owing to the low price thev ST 0 ? er ? f 
fetched less money.” The increased quantity was SS."** f ° r 
185 mease, and the diminished produce £2,317. 

The same observation applies to Howth as to 
produce and price, the former having this year 
exceeded last year by 23,197 mease, and the price 
having, notwithstanding the increased quantity 
fallen off by £4,891 2s. 6 d. 

At Arklow the reduction in price was quite as 
great, 20,000 mease having this year yielded only 
£11,000, while the produce of 30,000 mease the 
year before was £21,000 ; but it should not he 
forgotten that when the fishing from Howth was 
most abundant the Arklow boats constituted a 
proportion of the fleet, and their produce was in- 
cluded in the Howth take, the quantity returned 
for them herein having been captured after their 
return home from the Howth fishery. The letters 
of Mr. Maher, the harbour master of Arklow, con- 
taining many useful observations, will be found 
in our Appendix, page 40, and the details of the 
returns from Howth at page 32, and from Ard- 
glass at page 33. 



Coastguard Returns 

Will he found in detail in the Appendix, from 
page 12 to 30, and I am bound to say that the 
gentleman to whom was committed the duty of 
condensing the reports of the thirty-eight officers 
whose returns constitute the chief source of 
our statistical and other information, has done 
his work well. I have carefully collated the 
Schedule in Appendix No. 1 with the original 
Returns, and 1 can safely refer especially to the 
last column or substance of observations which in 
each of the districts contains a faithful summary 
of the opinions and experience of the Coastguard 
Officers, and does much credit to the attention and 
industry of Mr. J. W. Penny. We were at first a 
good deal puzzled by an apparent increase in the 
gross total of the establishment, as compared with 
last year, but on a strict scrutiny of the Returns 
of both years, we found that in one division an 
error had to a considerable extent been made in 
the Return furnished last year from that district 
which seriously affected the gross total. The re- 
sult has been, as detailed in page 31, that the cor- 
rected calculation, though apparently giving an 
increase on last year, actually presents a decrease 
this year of 11 vessels and 239 men, and an in- 
crease of 100 hoys. 

•It appears that the east coast from the division 
of Howth to Waterford, both inclusive, are said 
to have improved, while the character of " no im- 
provement ” marks the whole southern coast as 
far as Knightstown, inclusive. From the officer in 
Dingle we are gratified by an assurance that the 
condition of boats and gear is very good, with 
very great sign of improvement; and yet some 
fishermen have left full employment to emigrate. 
There are no curing establishments, hut one very 
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Appendix, much wanted. Trawling is practised in Dingle 
Report of In- ® a y> but the men themselves think that a close 
specting Goto- season from 1st May to 1st November would be 
mssionei- of desirable. The trawl boats, of which there are 



Fisheries for 



sixteen, are from twenty-five to sixty tons. 

This division, we have reason to believe, has 
been especially favoured by the exertions and ex- 
ample of the late “Royal Irish Fisheries Company,” 
and we learn by a letter of the 13th March, to the 
Irish Times, that Dingle has especially partici- 
pated in the unquestionable advantages of and 
from “ the Society for Bettering tbe Condition of 
the Poor of Ireland.” I am enabled to bear testi- 
mony to the great benefits which have resulted 
in other places from the liberal assistance afforded 
by that benevolent society, and I only wish that 
it was more generally extended to other quarters 
where such aid is required. 

From Dingle to Ballycastle, in Antrim, there 
is scarcely a point in which a decline is not com- 
plained of ; but Galway is prominently represented 
as particularly depressed. In most of the inter- 
vening divisions the general observation on the 
question of emigration is “ that a great spirit of 
emigration exists so it is, but to a diminished 
extent, in Queenstown, at Kinsale, Skibbereen, 
and Bantry. In the last place, the officer adds, if 
fully and remuneratively employed, a great check 
would, doubtless be given to emigration. The 
same is said, of Castletown Berehaven. From 
West Cove division, on the Kerry Coast, there is 
no emigration, but the few people who are left are 
too . much occupied with their land to attend to 
fishing, though the fish abound in those bays. 

The first gleam of prosperity we hear of on the 
north-west coast is in the division of Sheep Haven, 
where the North-west Fishery Company have 
established a curing concern at “ Portnabcrgh.” 
It has tended much to diminish the disposition to 
emigration. . We have heard much of this com- 
pany established at Londonderry, but we have 
not succeeded in obtaining any Report or Return 
of their proceedings. I must refer to the Schedule 
for any minute information in reference to either 
of the thirty-eight Coastguard divisions, and now 
. I must only observe that the prosperity in our 
herring .fishery, which has for some years been 
on an increase upon our east coast, is unfor- 
tunate!y accompanied by a corresponding dearth 
of that fish in the bays and indentations of the 
western shores of our island. Killybegs and Rut- 
land appear to have been wholly deserted, and 
Galway Bay is quite as bad. The inhabitants of 
that once prosperous district can’t any former 
attribute to trawling- the dearth of fish. There 
have been only two trawlers there for a long time • 
but it is believed that, like Scotland, the two’ 
shores— east and west— never can at the same 
time enjoy a prosperous herring fishery. 

Fishing Companies. 

The numerous projects that were announced in 
1865 for the formation of Joint Stock Fislnno- 
Companies have been probably so far affected by 
the serious money panic through which the 
country has lately passed as to have totally 
extinguished all but a few of those proposed 
undertakings, although one must deplore the dis- 
astrous scenes which have occurred. I consider 
it peculiarly fortunate that only such companies 
should have been matured as are really likely to 
be beneficial to the country. 

In Ireland we have two fishing companies 



whose success I fully anticipate. The Irish v 
Fishery Company (limited), whose head orJl 
may be considered Howth, where they U 
already invested considerable capital in fixed Ji 
floating appliances. The Company consists chiplt 
of merchants and traders of the city of Dubf 
and their list of Directors includes some of tb 
merchants of the highest class in the city 
remarkable for their intelligence, as well asthri 
high position. 

YVe have been favoured With a report fromthi 
Company, which will be found in our Appeudjr 
and having had frequent opportunities of seek* 
their proceedings, I am sanguine in anticipate 
the success of the undertaking, and the oJJ 
advantage which the country must derive fim 
such an example ; and although they have not 
yet been enabled to hold out very brilliant 
prospects to their shareholders, I entertain littk 
doubt of their final success. 

It is quite true that a very honest and candii 
printed document, being their second report to 
their proprietors, presented on the 4th Februan 
last, admits a balance on the wrong side ; but j 
is scarcely to be wondered at, when one considers 
that experience must be purchased in the fet 
instance ; hut I especially refer to it, because a 
the accompanying report from their manager 
dated . 19th January, 1867, may he found tbs 
following remarkable words: — “With referents 
to the operations of your boats, I found thej 
were suffering from mismanagement and incom- 
petent and inferior crews, and unfortunately tbe 
system adopted in the first instance of paying by 
weekly wages, instead of upon shares, as we d« 
now, caused a great laxity in the whole depart- 
nient, and was followed in tlio early part of tbe 
season by loss. I am happy, however, to report 
that your future prospects are most satisfactory.’ 
I may be permitted .here to refer to my last 
annual report, Appendix, page 6, in reference to 
Joint Stock Companies, then projected uponi 
huge scale, I said, for those with' whom I have 
corresponded, I have had one stereotyped code of 

suggestions embodied in a very few words: 

Great caution, great economy , commence on a 
snuM scale, increase as you succeed, give to all 
wham you employ an interest in the success oj 
tlie undertaking; the seas are wide, the demad - 
■increasing, almost unlimited. 

The next company to which I may refer is one 
of nearly the same character in the South “Tbe 
South of Ireland Fishery Company (Limited!' 
Ofiices 91, South Mall, Cork, but working heal 
quarters Kinsale. This Company was formed 
principally in Cork, and consists of some of tbe ■ 
most respectable, wealthy and intelligent mer- 
chants and bankers of that city. 

Ihey have been in operation scarcely mow 
than one season, and their success lias been con- 
siderable ; their capital only £10,000, of which in 
July last, £4,100 had been paid up; their first 
attempt was in tho mackerel fishery of last year, 
m which their net earnings yielded, after tho 
payment of all preliminary ex/ tenses, salaries, § 
and working expenses, a clear balance off 
£1,420 Us. 3 d. 

Ihey paid a dividend of ton per cent, on their 
paid up capital, and a bonus of five per cent., airi 
wisely carried forward a balance to capital of 
£1,131 18s. 7 d. 

They have fourteen fine boats, peculiarly con- 
structed for the mackerel fishery, now become a 
most important source of wealth on the southern 
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coast, and it is expected that united to a large 
fleet from Howth and the Isle of Man, they -will 
present a scene in our southern waters this spring 
such as never has before appeared upon that part 
of the Irish coast. 

The respected chairman of the Company writes 
under date 28th February: “We have built 
three new boats, and have them now ready for the 
mackerel 

“ We do not desire to come with any prominence 
before the public ; because, as you know, it will 
take some time to test the experiment. All I can 
say is, that up to the present it has fully answered 
our expectations, and we think we can see our 
way to permanent success.” 

One most important feature in the proceedings 
of this Company was that they paid their crews 
by shares from the commencement ; for every 
pound which the Company earned the operative 
fishermen had another, and at the termination of 
the season they were full of money. I wish I 
could add to this prosperous picture an assurance 
that the operatives thus enriched had derived 
permanent benefit from their success; but who 
ever knew Irish fishermen, exclusively fishermen, 
provident ? Political economists may say what 
they please, but I have seldom seen an Irishman 
exclusively a fisherman prosperous for two seasons, 
without the bit of land to occupy him in boisterous 
weather, and to give to his family a more certain 
prospect of food. Numerous illustrations of this 
theory may be found in Ireland; but nowhere 
more remarkable than in the once prosperous 
Dungarvan, which as a fishing town may be said 
to be extinct. But at all times the colony at 
Abbeyside and' at Ring, with their small spots of 
land, have been industrious and provident, while 
the landless householders of Dungarvan were ever 
remarkable for improvidence and insubordination. 
But as a fishing town, “ stat nominis umbra? the 
few wretched old fishermen are more frequently the 
occupants of the workhouse than any other class ; 
their boats are in a miserable condition; and I 
understand that the respectable traders of the 
town, though a most prosperous and wealthy 
class, are prevented from making any effort to 
revive the fishery, or to invest capital, by the 
total absence of facilities of transit, and still' more 
by the want of hands — all the young men havino- 
preferred the merchant service to risking their 
ives in the miserable boats so rapidly sinking 
into decay. Any little remnant of fishing indus- 
iy is still confined to the Iielvock side of the 
bay ; but I am sorry to learn that even there the 
unfortunate spirit of emigration is making way. 

nr, r t' T 1 liave said ma y have been 

applied to Kmsale till very lately. In the Ap- 
^ °F Report for 1864, may be found, 
i and 0 uncIer date respectively the 8th 
of Febra ai y and 5th of April, 1865, two letters of 
mine to the Secretary, describing the then state 
w . 1 reference to them, because 

exteKf it truly deplorable. The whole 
whfrhVv fleet then W£1S s^ty-two, of 

Manx if ° n i 7 We , re local boats, twenty-seven 
comm’ P ^ d f ‘ ve l H ° wth boats. There was then the 
and eme ? ° f a Prosperous mackerel fishery, 
mented op boats was afterwards aug- 

Fishero- n South of Ireland 

h wTrdff; 0mpany - The of facility &r 

complained of; was 
| branch nf A 6m ^ led Py establishment of a 
the nUpo i j^bmster Bank ; and on visiting 
P last Sunday, I found one hundred and 



twenty new boats well equipped for the mackerel Appendix. 
fishery, and additional boats daily expected. 
Seventy-seven of those boats are Manx, three BpectogCom- 
ocotcn, one Cornish, twenty-three Dublin or “issuer of 
Howth, and the remainder chiefly the boats of f^ erieBfor 
the South of Ireland Company, whose success 
last year I have already described. Two well- 
appointed French vessels have joined the fleet • 
and I am happy to add that a good and kindly 
and harmonious spirit prevails. If the weather 
be favourable, it is expected that the numbers 
will increase daily, and that finally a fleet of three 
hundred vessels may be expected. Weather, 
weather, weather— all must depend on the 
weather in this most precarious of all pursuits 
of industry. 

The hake, cod, and ling winter fishery this past 
season has been a great failure ; the markets of the 
country and of the metropolis have seldom been 
worse supplied ; everything good went off' to Eng- 
land ; and, notwithstanding the increase of boats 
at Kinsale, some families there have been obliged 
to purchase fish in the equally ill-supplied markets 
of Cork. 

While one cannot help feeling grateful to the 
press of Ireland for its continued advocacy of our 
fisheries, it is greatly to be deplored that the 
grossest misrepresentations and exaggerations 
have in some cases appeared before the public, 
and faults have been attributed in quarters where 
no cause existed. I am far from denying the 
necessity for a fostering hand, and for improved 
means of stimulating the industry of the few that 
remain to us. It may in numerous cases he seen 
in the Appendix that the coast-guard officers say 
that the people would prefer remaining at home, 
if they were aided in procuring the means of 
employment. Our present fishery department, 
aided only by the unpaid services of the coast- 
guard, is wholly insufficient for effecting a vigo- 
rous regeneration of our fisheries. The last para- 
graph in the joint Report of the Commissioners 
for 1805, dated the 9th of June Lust, seems to 
have been wholly disregarded, as I have been 
informed, with the intention of altered legislation. 

Alteration no doubt is necessary, for we have for 
upwards of twenty years been wielding a very 
barren sceptre. 4 But so far as the powers of the 
department extended, I must utterly disclaim on 
their part any deficiency in the administration of 
the very limited discretion given to them. It is 
above all things unfair to charge the department 
with a disposition to increase restraints on the 
freedom of fishing. 

Since the 10th of October, 1842, twelve by-laws 
against the use of trawl-nets within bays and 
harbours, and two by-laws regulating the use of 
trammel-nets, have been passed by the depart- 
ment. One of these for Dingle Bay was passed 
in 1852, and repealed in 1862. But the very 
trawlers themselves in that district now call 
loudly, through the coast-guard, for a by-law pro- 
hibiting trawling for six months in each year. 

It is quite true that we have been called upon to 
repeal or modify restraining laws in Belfast Lough 
and Lough Swilly ; and we have, within the last 
year, held meetings in both places, and received 
as usual very conflicting evidence ; hut in truth, 
we have been reluctant to take any step either 
way, in the expectation that some movement 
would have been made on the recommendation of 
the Royal Commissioners, now a considerable time 
before the public. We have already, in the joint 
Report of last year, page 4, ventured to express 
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Appendix. dissent from the sweeping recommendations eon- 
Eeport of In- tamed in that Report. The existing state of 

S SST M M ftel Spr rs ed m “ s f mconvenient, and 
Fisheries for . oulcL terminated; peoples minds are kept 
1866. in a constant state of uncertainty ; expectations 

are raised, and hopes held out, without any chance 
that they can be realized to the full extent, and 
disappointment must follow. 

Branding of Hearings. 

This question has been revived by the press 
and by Mr. Foster, the General Manager of the 
Irish Sea Fishery Company, Appendix, page 41. 
It is one of the grievances with which our de- 
partment is charged ; and I have nothing to add 
to what I stated in my report for 1865, Appendix, 
page 7. I cannot concur in the suggestion of 
Mr. Foster, that the want he complains of should 
be remedied by depriving Scotland of that which 
I beheve to be even more necessary for that 
country, wholly dependent on an export trade 
and having a certain and improving herring 
fishery, than for Ireland, that has heretofore been 
an importing country, and where, till within a 
very few years, we have had a very uncertain 
herring fishery; but again I repeat, that true 
justice would be to give branding to both 
countries on the same terms of paying for it as 
they do at present in Scotland. 

A correspondent of the Irish Times, who writes 
from Xinsale on the 13th of March last, com- 
plains on the part of the Irish Sea Fishery Com- 
pany, among other grievances, that the Company 
is subjected to the loss of 25 per cent, on their 
herrings as contrasted with Scotland, in conse- 
quence of the Brand being persistently withheld 
from them ; although the Irish Times has stead- 
fastly advocated the extension of that system to 
Ireland This is really not fair. I have had 
several mterviews with a leading and intelligent 
member of that Company, and I have earnestly 
urged him to bring the subject before the 
Government, assuring him of my humble advo- 
cacy m recommending it if called upon for mv 
opinion. 1 * 

On one of my visits to Scotland, I formed an 
opinion that the cry which .prevailed against 
™°7 as “ a spirit of monopoly, to 

oblige all the small curers to become subordinate 
to the monster establishments, whose Brand 
would m itself be sufficient to insure sale in the 
Continental markets. 



Oyster Fishery. 

Since our l M t Report, all the necessary steps 
under the new Act, 29th & 30th Vie., cap 97 
have been taken towards granting licences m 24 
coses for various extents of ground, four eases 
having been previously granted under the old 
Act since our last report, which win be found in 
Appendx, No. 6, page 31. For the progress made 
by those persons whose licences were granted 
before the passing of the last Act, and wire oon- 

29XV m J h r e Act o( hst Session, 
29th & 30th Yin cap. S8, 1 refer to the replies 
which we have had to circulars addressed to the 
several^ holders of those licences which will be 
fonnd in Appendix No. 7 page 35. To 04 cb- 
culars addressed to licensees of beds, we have 
received only 22 answers, some of them anything 
but satisfactory. It is much to bo feared that it 
Will 1U many cases become necessary to exercise 
the power given in the 2nd section of the Act 



29th & 30th Vic., cap. 88, to revoke been™,' 
certain cases. eaces u 

Many persons who have obtained licences 
others who have very favourable situatkmt 

such an undertaking, complain that they Z. 

find operatives understanding the mode of 2 
mg oyster euUnre; many such persons 
find it to their advantage individually to eat? 
at their own cost or join their neighbours™^ 
numerating a well qualified poison for his £ 
m superintending the proceeding. I m S 
certain that until a few such peisons are reJS 
trained to the object, and supplied to the S 
interested at their own cost, the progress ofoy* 
culture will he very slow in this country "" 
Having been attracted by the very clem- ani 
satisfactory account furnished by the Sooftj 
England Oyster Company of their proceeding,* 
Hayimg Island m Hampshire, and being°m 
ticularly desirous to see for myself how 2 £ 
had progressed in the culture of lobsters also 1 
was permitted to visit the locality on the lOtlid 
November last, and I had the advantage ofi! 
ceivmg from several members of tlie compm, 
as well as from their most intelligent aL 
George W. Hart, esq, the fullest and most c3 
explanations of the whole system of managemeit 
In the Appendix 11, will he found on tfi, ,„t 
ject — 

, „ ir C ?F h £° r dated 301,1 January jtf 

Oytr Mamger ° f ^ IsW 

2. His answer, with sundry interesting detail 
P 77 tr 11 ,?o re3tln « and &ithful article from 4, 
hnc Snf“ Zdte ' 0Utl ' e Ojato Culture at ' 

4. A very interesting letter fc,m Frank ! 
Fiancm, esq, of the Futld, containing in mini ' 
detail the particulars of a visit to HaylinglsW 
lliose documents avo so thoroughly in acoonta. 
with what I saw when I visited the place, that! 
don t think I cm give a more fiutliful dosci 
tion than they afford. In addition to the I 
of information contained in those papers, In " 
enabled to give a most interesting paper « !! 

SuceessM Oyster Culture,” read by my U 
hiend Doctor Loim, at the Society of Arts ii 1 
London on tile 20th of March, and discussed 4*1 
a scientific assembly, mider the presidency 1 
the Rrght Hon Stephen Cave, M.p„ Yice-Preadol® 
of the Board of Trade. To all persons interest! 
m the subject, I can especially recommend an* 
tentrve perusal of those documents, which m 1 
not only interesting hut faithful and true, j 

A fm Word* about Lohatir?,. 8 

1 know no object eonneoted with fisheries m 
eglected than the cultivation and general good 
management of lobsters. 

I bad hoped on my visit to Hayling Islani 
tV I? 1 | arn ? 1 d a S ood deal on tlie subject, but 
greatly fear that no progress lias yet been mad, 
there ; however Mr. Hart seems still hopeful, 
w, i .,nw rt Sf m ' tll ° autUor of that most vita* ; 

. f’ lhelre&suresof tlieSea/’publishedinlS® I 
states, page 385, that the consumption of London f 
alone required two millions and a half of lobsters - 
r- 1 i Cra ^ a - What then must bo the requirement! 
ot the whole kingdom ? The machinery for esp-j 
tuie is simple and inexpensive, and the article I 
not the least delicious of the treasures of the sell 
i A i ,pen , dl ^ to our Report for 1859, page 7,1 
will be found the result of a visit which, in tb«| 
autumn of that year, I paid to Hamble, 
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Southampton, to examine the ponds established 
there for the temporary preservation of large 
numbers of lobsters for sale on that occasion. 

In the Report before referred to, under date 
the 1st of March, 1860, 1 gave a fall description of 
the pond, accompanied by a drawing, which I 
now beg again to submit for illustration. This 
subject, which I humbly think anything but 
“unimportant,” lias, as I have before stated, been 
most copiously treated of by Mr. Bertram, in his 
“ Treasures of the Sea,” from page 387 to 395 ; 
he also describes Mr. Scovell’s pond at Hamble, 
and I am the more desirous to add the illustration 
which accompanies this. Mr. Bertram asserts, 
page 398, that lobsters are as good for food in the 
winter as during the summer months ; but he 
admits that “ we are sadly ignorant of the natural 
economy of these, and indeed all other denizens 
of the deep.” The coast of Donegal abounds in 
favourable situations for establishments for tak- 
ing lobsters, and the facilities for transit afforded 
from Ballyshannon and Sligo would afford a strong 
inducement ; but the cry is, our people are gone 
or going. 



International Exhibition of Fisheries at Bouloqne- 
sur-Mer in the autumn of 1866. 

Mr. Hornsby, the Board’s Secretary, having 
been m communication with the local Commit 
tee, and having made all the necessary arrauge- 
ments for sending over to the Exhibition any 
models at the disposal of the Board, and having 
been appointed one of the Judges, proceeded to 
Boulogne accompanied by Mr. Brophy, who had 

No 9 wmTf 7 1S65 ‘ - And in the Appendix, 
i’ T lU b <\ foui,d * very interesting report from 
tile fast gentleman, famishing much valuable in- 
formation. This interesting Exhibition having 
been intended exclusively for the promotion of 
piscatorial industry, I think it would be an in- 
justme to the superintending department to omit 
tJie publication m our Appendix, page 41, No. 10 
the details of the prefectorial decree, instituting 
^ Exhibition, &c„ ,&c. This document may 
S “ odel of judicious arrangement, 

and well worth being recorded, as an inducement 
for snnilar efforts. 

ion a •, J. Redmond Barry. 

12th April, 1867. 



Appendix, No. 1. 

Abstract „(Bt.La»s, Orbrrs, made b y the Comoro*,.. or V lsma „ Imlakd 
to 31st December, 1866. ’ 



Dublin Bay, . 
(lath Oct., 1842.) 



East Coast, . 
(14th Pel., 1851.) 



Dundnim Bay, &c. 
(3rd Dec., 1851.) 



Belfast Lough, 

("25th Oct., 1854, am 
16th Feb., 1857.) 



Lough S willy, 

(2/th June, 1844.) 



TRAWLING. 

Prohibitinj; Trawling inside linos drawn from the 
li.nley Liglit-liouso at Howtli, to the Eastern- 
most point of the rocks called tlio 



tn Feb., 1857.) 



Bay, . . 

( j n d , JIwch ’ 1343, 

and 9th Jan., 1854.) 



! Brandon Bay, 

(23rd Ang., I860.) 

pingieBay, . 

0 (4“il -March, 1 052 
^*nd 28 th Jim., 1862’) 



Bontiy Bay, 

_(27th March, 1858.) 






V‘ith Sept., 1861. ) 



...cst point of the rocks called tlio ‘‘Mmrghns 
ofna y r , Stra , isl i t 11,10 10 thB Southern Point 
of Dalkcy Island ; thoncu by a straiglitlinoMroi-s 

ftatk.7 ?Tii : 1U S? 11 diroction of *ho signal 
station on Killmoy Hill. ° 

Prohibiting Tmvling within a lino drawn from 

Patrick^ I f 61,0 Eaater “ r oi,lt of St. 
Patricks Maud (8korr.es); tlicnco to Cloglioi 
Head J thence to Diinany Point; tlioncc to Cran- 
neiu l oint, in tho County Down. 

P off Pmn. 5 iW 1 "* fr0 ™ Wollyhuntor Rock, 
off Cranheld Point, to St. John's Point both 
in the County Down. ’ 

irom the Castle of Camckfergns, to lioekport, 

cem l C t 0 oT , y a A '' t , nm ’ , alt , 0 S otl, ® r 1st De- 

com lierto 1st April mid the use of Nets of less 
mesa than one and three-quarter inches from 
knot to knot (except Draft Nets for Herrings). 
Prohibiting Trawling within a line from Knock- 

£££“" “■ pl.-jco called the Blind Rock, to the 
Low» P jT 4 0f ‘boTownlanti of Rossnowln-di . 
from til aadfr ° ,a ‘ ,cnc0 10 KiWoney Point ;and 
from thence to a place called Pointiuchose. 

aline from Barna 

sii'onle nf rr eni - na 3 1 , Castle - Also wl ""> largo 

shoals of Herrings shall have set in in tlio Bay 
HerrSi 6 B ?? ts , aro ongafied in Drifting f« 
comms® °m ackerc1 ' and Boats shall 

S Clfrh 1 !™ 1 ? °r Mackerel, 
tfH 1 ? »! Boats shall keep St a distanco of 
wree miles from them. 



Proh^iting Trawling within a line di 

Brandon Point to Coosanea. 



P Beiri t H e ’ Prawl 'ns within a straight 
Repealing By-Law prohibiting Trawling. 






d , p*vuiinnng l luwllllg. 

Probibitmg Trawling witbin a straight lino from 

T‘ liook •' r d j™? 



Waterford Ilarlioii: 
(2nd March, 1852, 
and 18th June, I860.). 



(20th April, 1849.) 



Estuary of Konmaro 



that part of the Harbour of Ghtndoro lying to 
tlio orthwanl o a straight lino from the Tile- 

& 2 SS* L"Z Z 3 X 2 XS. 3 

-ffsss ss**-- «-*> 



Prohibiting Trawling by Boats exceeding live 

Orodeu°H,!!K lUuWa ftom 



I P a“ Ui U tla f Traw,in ? V' ■V’l P ,ace3 ^ «■«»> 

are Boats engaged m Herrin-' or Mooksr..l 

kce^Jfc a ri?‘ ing ; P ftnd i hat T ™ wl Boats shall 

keep at a distance of at least three miles from 
lishing for Herrings or Mackerel, 



m 61 ! d)r i ft „ Net “- A|id SJiSrw 

Mackerel Boats shall commence Drift Net 






^ ‘’i 0 E * t ™y of * 



Konmaro River, in’ tl'ui'county 7{7imy, an 
lward of a line drawn from Her 



nng Rocks on the north to Fcorus Point 

«Ssr.JS£,». J S5s s ft. 



““ -s. »“ 

vomliei,_ Decemoor, January, February, am' 

Sates wk<“* 



•otence to Keenavannv Pr 

p^/WhiddyDlaS.d. 

Prohibiting Trawling botweon sunset and s 



3 and b th!, n fJ? wli ^' et ' Teontho '»t day of May 
“dtko 1st day of October in each yew, within 



Dungarvan Bay, 
(4th July, 1849. 



a f a “d pormitted) ; and from tlio hot 
dav to ih^'l Ml J 1 '® Afternoon of any on 
Mo. ‘of , h T 0f Sovl ' n "’Clock in th 
,.i, !i S , llc da y "°' t following, during th 
in ontlis of April, May Juno, July Au°u-i 
and September, in any year (being the fnr^- 
“ " f Tnmimel 



Trammel an 

wi bin^f p t N0tS r V tlla ca P ture of S " a *’» 

within tlio Estuary of the Konmare River hr 
been duly authorised and permitted.) 



TRAMMEL NETS. 



P S ti ”S «“ " s ® "f Trammel and every othc 
P lxod or Moored Net (except Bag or ctiic 
Nos f° r tho taking of Salmon) in Dungat 
^ “ay . withm the limit formed as follow- 
W IP^.A 10 between a lino pussiii 

tsSfstsrkira & **!-!- 



I „r IT , ' , . t ", rou i; a tne ‘'Oi-heinmos 

I Kn I 1 0l i Sr Tud f PPead > and a line passing du- 
fca.-t and West through the Southernmost coin 
of Bulliuacourty Hoad, in die Co. Waterford 
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Appendix, No. 1 — continued . 

Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners op Fisheries in Ireland, 
to 31st December, 1866. 



but to tbe Nortli anil East ot‘ the line through 
Ballinacourty Head, and to the South and 
the'line through Helviel: Head, such 



Tiann 






River Lee, C'o. of ths 
Citv of Cork, 

I (7th” Jan., 18G3.) 



from Three o'Clock, p.m., 

of one day. until Nino o’Clock, a.m., in the fol- 
lowing diiy. during January, March, October. 
November, and December in each Year ; and 
from Five o’Clock, p.tn., of ouo day, to Seven 
o’Clock, a.m., in the following day, during 
May, June, July, August, and September. 
Also prohibiting such Nets athwart or within 
2l!l)ysrds of anrGoat, which nv the timeof setting 
sncli net shall be moored, and the Crew thereof 
engaged in Line Fishing : and to every train of 
sncli Trammel or Moored Nets shall be attached 
at least one Hunting buoy or board, upon which 
shall be painted in legible characters not less 
titan one inch in length, in white upon a black 
ground, the Letter of '.lie District, and the name 
of the Owner to which such Net belongs. 
Prohibiting the use of Trammel Nets within or 
to the North-east of a line drawn from the 
Month of the Buniagliy River to Doorin 
Point. 



’rohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon, 
the use of Nets of any kind whatsoever, be- 
tween Fcrrycarrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy. 

'inhibiting, during the Open Season for Salmon, 
the use of Nets with meshes of less size titan 

between Ferrycariig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy. 

Prohibiting, daring the Close Season for Salmon, 
the use of Draught Nets, or any other Not or 
Nets used ns a Draught Net, having a foot-rope 
and lends or weights affixed thereto, within the 
following limits, viz. : — in that part of the River 
Lee, situate between Patrick’s Bridge, in the 
City of Cork, and a line drawn across the said 
River Lee, from Blackmck Castle, on the South, 
to the Western extremity of the Townhmd of 
Dunkettle, oil the North. 

Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind whatso- 
ever in tlio tidal part of the river known as the 
Argideen River, in the County of Cork, situa- 
ted between tbe junction of the Owenkeagh or 
Blind River with the said Argideen River and 
the Bridge of Tinioleagne, nil in the Barony of 
the East Division of East Carbery, nnd County 
of Cork. 

Prohibiting Net Fishing iu that part of the River 
Shannon' between Wellesley Bridge and the 
Railway Bridge, between 1st June and 12th 
February. 

First. — Prohibiting, between the 20th day of 
July and 1st day of November in each year, 
the use of Draught Nets, or any other Net or 
N ets used as a Draught N et, having a foot-rope 
and leads or weights affixed thereto, within the 
following limits, viz. in that part of the River 
Shannon” situate between the Fishing Weir 
known as the Lax Weir, and it line drawn due 
North and South across the said River Slian- 
nonattlieWestern extremity of Giaiguc Island. 
Second. — Prohibiting Draught Nets for the cap- 
ture of Fish of any kind, of a inesh less than 
ouo and three-quarter inches from knot to km 
to he measured along the side of the square, 
seven inches, to he measured all round each 
such mesh, such measurements being taken it 
the clear when the Net is wet, in the ti da 
parts of the River Shannon, or in the tidal 
parts of any of the Rivers flowing into the said 



Clare and Clare-Gal- 
way or Turlough- 

(k.hvay, 

(22nd Dec., 13G2.) 



Permitting the use of Netsin Lough Ree, having 
a mesh of five inches in the round measured 
when the Net is wet. 

Prohibiting, during the Salmon Close Season, 
the use of Draft N ets having a foot-rope anil 
leads or weights affixed thereto, in the Estuary 
of Castleinaine inside the Bar of Inch. 
Permitting Pollen to be taken by Trammel or 
Set Nets composed of Thread or Yam of a line 
texture, not less than ten hanks to the pound 
weight, doubled and twisted with a mesh of not 
less thauone inch front knot to knot, from the 
1st of March to the 39th September. 

| Galway River, Lough Prohibiting the use of the Instrument, commonly 
Corrib, &c„ | called Strokehaul or Snatch, or any other such 

(-'4th J uly, 184G.) ■ instrument, in River Galway, Loughs Corrib 
or Mask, or their Tributaries. 



(27th Oct., 1850.) 



Lough Neagh, 

(22nd April, 184G, 
and 2 1th Feb., 1860. 



Coasts of Wicklow 
and Wexford. 
(22nd April, HUG.) 



South-east Const of 
Ireland, from 
Wicklow Head to 
Camsore Point, 
(11th April, 18U5.) 



Prohibiting the use of Nets of tiny kind .._, w 
over in any part of the Rivers’ known as 'iCl, 
Clare and the Clare-Galwnv or Turloughnit-.jl 
Rivers, in the County of Galway, above till! 
junction of the said Rivers with Lough Corrib) 
in the County of Galway. 

Prohibiting the use of Nets for the carfare J 
Fish of any kind, with meshes of lest, than <tij 
inch from knot to kuot (to be measured alcr> 
the side of the square, or four incites to lit 
measured all round each such mesh, such ms’i 
surements being token iu the clear when tbeS«! 
is wot), on that wart of the coast of the Countrl 
of Donegal inside, or to the North-east aj 
North ot lines drawn from Rossan Point t, 1 
Teelin Head, and from Teeliu Head to Can-, 
gan Head, and from Carrigan Head to Muck-., 
ross Point, all in the Barouy of Bannagb, *! 
County of Donegal. 

Within the Estuary of tlie Kenmare River, h 
the County of Kerry, and eastward of a fo 
drawn from tlio western point of Lamb’s Hot 
to the western point of Cod’s Head, tbe usee 
Trammel and other Moored Nets for the car- 
tore of Sea Fish is authorized and pennitiei 
from the hour of Three o’Clock in the Af®. 
noon of any one day to the hour of Nice 
o’Clock in the Morning of the day next follow-] 
ing, during the mouths of Octobev, Novemte 1 
December, January, February, nnd March,!; 
each year ; and from the hour of Five o'Cloel 
in the Afternoon of any one day to the home; 
Seven o’C'lock in tbe Morning of the day fd. 
lowing, during the months of April, May, JcrI 
July, August, and September 
OYSTERS. 

Permitting, during the month of May, the Dreii 
ing for Oysters from any of the Public Be* 
below level of lowest water of Spring Tides.i 
that part of the Coast between Wicklow Hk_ . 
and Raven Point, north of Wexford llarhit® 
for the purpose ol' replenishing and suimlre 

Artificial Oyster Bods or Layings, or oi’ 
Bods or Layings, the exclusive property ofat 
person, but for no other jirt/yiose whatever. 

First. — All persons engaged in fishing for i 
taking Oysters oil' the said Wexford G»?,| 
south of Raven Point, shall cull all such Oystesi 
as mav be taken or caught; and shall not re-r 
move from any Fishing Ground or Oyster Beil 
any Oyster of loss dimensions than throe inttef 
at 'tlio greatest diameter thereof, and shall in-l 
mediately throw hack into tlie Sea all OysterJ 
of less dimensions than aforesaid, as well as r" 
gravel and fragments of shells as shall be nfs 
or taken while engaged in such Ashing ; anil: 
person shall take from any Oyster Bed, Rodl 
Strand, or Shoro, off said Wexford Coast,soutkcM 
Raven Point, any Oyster of less dimensions tbr.|£\ 
three incites, at the greatest dinme 
and any person offending in any respect agneil 
this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, forescj 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pouch. | 
Second. — All persons arc liercbv prohibited fra I 
throwing into the Sea, on tiny Oyster B" 1 
Oyster Fishing Ground off the said Wo 
Coast, the bailout of any boat, or any „ 
matter or thing injurious or detrimental to -R 
Oyster Fishery; and all persons acting conic® 
hereto shall, 'for each offence, forfeit awl Klij 
a sum of Two Pouuds. 

That the Close Time, during which it shall noth! 
lawful to dredge for, take, catch, or 



any Oysters or Oyster brood, on or off hi 
south-east coast of Ireland, between Wicttj'l 
We.-./: i V. • : I'. . -1:' .. ... ■■■ : 

30th April and tlie 1st Octobei 
First.— That between the 1st May and 1st S»l 
tember, no boat oliall have on board any duel 
or other implement for taking Oysters. 
Second.— Every fisherman shall, on the 
• ground, cull all Oysters, and shall not |* 
any Oyster of less dimensions than t«o yjlp 
a-halC inches at the greatest diameter tlicrtCjT 
and shall throw back into the Sea all g>®?| 
and fragments of shells as ho shall raise w®| 
engaged in sueli fishing. . | 

Third. —All persons are prohibited fromtliroffll 
into tho Sea, on any Oyster Bod or 
Fishing Ground, the ballast of any boat, or » i 
other matter or thing injurious to tho OjsW 

Fourth^ 

Sunrise, 

within the Harbour of Cork. 
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Ax-pehdix, No. continued. 

p of By-Lats, Osuem, made by the Cohmisbioxeks op IT, shbh.es ,x T .„ ■„ 
to 31st December, I860. 



Close Season for Oysters in the said BayoA’ra- 
lee, no imat, in the said Bay of Tralee, shall have 
on hoard aiiy .hedge or other implement for the 
taking of Oysters; and if, between the periods 
atoreaud, there shall he on board any boat any 
such dredge or other implement for the takin" 
of Oysters, tlio master or owner or such bout 
shall, for each such offence, forfeit and pay a 
sum of Five Pounds. 1 " 

Second.— All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters iu said Bay of Tralee, shall mill 
all such Oysters as may be taken or caught; 
and. shall not remove from any fishing ground 
or Oyster Bel any Oyster of loss dimensions 
than two inches and one-half, at the greatest 
diameter thereof, and shall immediately throw 
back into the Sea all Ovstcrs ol' less dimensions 
than aforesaid, as well as all gravel and frag- 
ments ol shells as shall be raised ortaken while 
engaged in such fishing; and no person shall 
take from any rook, strand, or shore of said 
bay ol Iralee, any Oyster of less dimensions 
than two inches and one-lialf, at the greatest 
diameter thereof; and any person offending in 
any respect against this By-Law, Rule, or 
Regulation shall, for each offence, forfeit and 
pty a sun. of Two Pounds. 

Third.— All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Ovster Bed, or 
Oyster Pishing Ground in the said Bay of Tra- 
lee, t no ballast of any boat, or any other matter 
or thing injurious or detrimental to the Oyster 
Fishery ; and all persons acting contrary hereto 
shall, for each offence, forfeit au.l pay a sum 
ol Two Pouuds. 

Fi rst.— That between the 1st day of April and 
the 1st .lay of October in any year, being the 
Uose .Season for Oysters in said Clew Bay, 

A clull Sound, and Blacksod Bay, no boat in 
the said Clow Bay, Achill Sound, and Black- 
sod Buy, shall liavo on hoard any dredge or 
ether implement lor tlio taking of Oystersf and 
if, between the periods aforesaid, there shall ho 
on board any boat any such dredge or other 
implement for the taking of Oysters, the mas- 
ter or owner of such boat shall for each such 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Five Pounds, 
ooooml. — All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Clmv Bay, Achill Sound, 
and. Blacksod Bay, shall cull all such Oysters 



as may bet 



mil all such Oysters 
nl shall not rc- 
ig Ground or Oyster Bed 



any Oyster of 'less dimensions than two inches 
and one-half, at the greatest diameter thereof, 
and shall immediately throw back into the Sea 
all Oysters of less dimensions than aforesaid, 
as well as all gravel and fragments of shells as 
shall be raised or taken while engaged in such 
fishing; and no person shall take from any 
rock strand, hod, or shore of said Clew Buy, 
Achill Bound, and Blacksod Bay, any Oyster 
of less dimensions than two inches and one- 
half, at tlio greatest diameter thereof; and any 
porsou offending in any respect against this 
By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for each 
{™ e “ ce , forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 

1 hire. — Ail persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster 1'isliing Ground in said Clow Bay 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, tho ballast of 
any boat, orauy other matter or thing injurious 
or detrimental to tho Oyster Fishery; and all 
persons acting contrary hereto shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a s.lm of Two Pounds. 

Fourth. -No person shall, between sunset and 
' li0 > dredge for, take, or catch, any Oysters 



Clow Bay, Comity 
Mayo. 

(1st April, 1865.) 



J£fS,. cl -> **» s ”>. 

T s,m’..u?L th v soIe ,P“''P°se of replenishing and 

i l)K lueus * d °.vster beds and other Oyster 

beds, the oxclusivo property of anv person or 
pereous w.rinn Clew t^v alone, in'the cZ t y 
ol Mayo, and for no other purpose whatever 
n— y“‘! £ 01 ' au y 1**'““ to dredge ft 



and take Oysters from any natural MblmVed 
the level of 



Oarlingfonl Lough, 
(17th April, 13(10.) 



... tho said Clew Bay lying below tho love 
the lowest water of spring tides between 
1st and 15th April and the 2l)th June and 1st 
October m each year, such periods being re- 
spectively included within the Close Time at 
present fixed for the Oyster fisheries within 
the said Clew Bay : Provided always, that if 
of BmVlnf e rcdlJ ‘-' 11 f token dining such part 
of the Close Season shall be brought to shore, 
or sold or offered for side, or be found iu the 
posse* ion of any person on land, or ho used 
ioi urn other purpose than the replenishing or 
supplying any such artificial or other bed as 
aforesaid, every person so offending shall forfeit 
nil such Oysters, and he subject and liable to 
the same penalties and forfeitures as by said 
e'^ r ‘ !; nll' VCt ( ’ i nd 6 , Vio -> prescribed in 
cus f os offences against the provisions of tho 
said (i:\-.t-rccitod Act for the observance of tlio 
Close treason in respect of Oysters. 

I First.— That between the 1st day of March and 
I 1st dnvot November in any year, it Ball not 
bo lawful for any person to dredge for, take, 
cuteh. or do. tr..y ,ny Oysters or Oyster Brood 
within tue said Lough ol Carliugford, or off or 
from any of tlio shores or rocks of said Lough, 
and any person offending against this By-Law 

stn ol Fi^ltmds forfoitund P^' 
Second.— Thai between tho 1st day of March 
ami i ho 1st uuy of November in any year, no 
boat, m the .sud Lough of Oarlingtord, shall 
have on bom.! any dredge or other implement 
for the takin ,.l Oysters , and it, between the 
poriui.s alore.aid, there shall he oil hoard any 
boat any such dredgu or other implement for 
the taking of Oysters, lire master or owner of 
such mint Bull, lor each such offence, forfeit 
an«l pay a snm of Five Pouuds. 

1 bird.— All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Lough of Onrliugford 
sliall cull all such Oysturs as may be taken oi 
caught; and shall not remove from any Fish- 
ing Ground or Oyster Bed any Oyster of less 
dimensions than two indies undone-half, at the 
greatest diameter thereof, and sliall imme- 
(lately throw bock into the Sea all ( >ysters of less 
dimensions than aforesaid, as well as all gravel 
and fragments of shells as shall he raisod or 
taken while engaged in such fishing; and no 
person shall take from any rock, strand, or 
shore of said Lough of Carliugford, any Oyster 
of less dimensions than two inohes and one- 
half, at the greatest diameter thereof; and 

s c £,fS:? r cartfs 

each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 
| Pounds. J 

I Fourth,— AH persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on anv Oyster Bed. or 
Oyster fishing Ground iu the said Lough of 
Carliugford, the ballast of any boat, or any 
other matter or thing injurious or detrimental 
to tho Oyster Fishery ; and all persons acting 
. contrary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 
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No. 


N*»« 


BOUNDARIES. 


Registering Officer. 


1st Class employed 
In 1805. 


2nd Class employed 
In 1865. 


Total employed 
in 1865. 


1st Class empty 
In 186 b, 










Vessels 




Boj% 


Vessels 


Hen. 


Boys 


Vessols 


Men. 


Boys. 


Vessels 


Mon. 


V 


1 


Dublin, 


From Whip of Water, 
Ntli. , to the Breaches, 
South. 


R. Roche, Com- 
mander, u.n. 


78 


33] 


62 


101 


295 


27 


179 


626 


69 


130 


585 


■ 


2 


Arklow, 


From the Breaches to 
Sluice Iiiver. 


E. Barkley, Com- 
mander, R.K. 


184 


1,016 


95 


131 


651 


40 


315 


1,667 


135 


229 


1,729 




3 


Wexford, . 


From Sluice River to 
Bannow, Co. Wexford. 


F. B. Herbert, 
Commander, b.n. 


37 


200 


• 


195 


815 


78 


232 


1,015 


84 


40 


198 




4 


Waterford, 


From Ban noiv to Bally- 
voile Bridge, Co. Wa- 
terford. 


Geo. Welch, Com- 
mander, R.N. 


38 


140 


13 


287 


1,053 


25 


325 


1,193 


38 


36 


143 




5 


Yonghal,. . 


From Ballyvoilc to 
Garrarow. 


T. D. Williams, 
Commander, b.n. 


SO 


- 


10 


147 


765 


J3 


107 


1,063 


23 


49 


292 
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op District. 


IIOI'XDAUIGS. 


] 

Registering Officer. 


j 1st Class employed 


2nd Class employed 
in 18(15. 


To 


t! oninlo 
111 18(15, 


•od 


1st Class omn 
in 1866. 


ycd 










r- 


s. Men 


isoyi 


V™ 


" 


h 


V..., 


j Mon. 


Boy 


•jViwsol 


Mou. 


%s 




Queenstow 


, From Ballyootton Buj 
to Eingabella Bar 
Queenstown Harboii 


J. I!. Coxon, Com 
niander, ii.ji. 


44 


162 


14 


2-29 


644 


42 


273 


806 


56 


38 


126 


7 


7 


Kinsale, 


Prom Plat Head to 
Incliy Bridge. 


C. G. Jones, Com- 
mander, r.n. 


« 


274 


28 


398 


2,076 


1 06 


444 


2,350 


134 


60 


447 
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jfo. 2 — continued. 



5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1866. 



onJ Class employed 
in 1866. 


Total employed 
In 1866. 


Inorcaso_sinco 


Decrease since 
1865. 


Substance of Observations made by Inspection Commanders of 
Coast-Guards and other Kegistering Officer*. up tu the 
1st January, 1867. 


No. 


\'cssels.| Men. |bots. 


v H 1 


Boys. 


Vessel s.| Mon. 1 Boys. 


Vessels. j Hen. ^ Doya.j 


404 


882 

2,020 


- 


200 1,008 
470 2,467 


7 

20 


26 


202 

117 




13 




49 

114 


from ten to fourteen fathom water; size of mrah'five inches from knot 
so 1 d 1 ] o ca T n ' lv ° ts' * a 'l‘ laT as preceding year. Fish captured 

herrings by the seine liakc, 'naTand” ling! hr tram™! net P and ltom 
CM*f I ' iiysummor, and others in winter, arc io the heat condition, 
labour. Accurato statistical information couldta LuiLmi megested 
be appointed whose tide duty' It slmuTd be‘to loo"afte P r theVsI.era 
ord n're £u ' rl,U a knowledge of his business." l’caee and good 

Fishing establishment Indifferent as compared with last three years. 
Buats amt gear on the coast are in bad order, and require repair." No 
signs of improvement : prospects dull, as the take of fish has not hcea 
remunerative. A spirit of emigration prevails on tho coast, but not 
to such an extent as formerly. There is no doubt many men would 
remain at home if they wore sure of employment. Last’ year a littlo 
more productive in tho tako of fish to the westward, about Crossbavea 
station, than previous year, but less in tho harbour and along the 
coast, eastward. Tlio only natural oyster banks are near East Ferry 
station, in tho harbour, and up tho River Lee. Supplr decreasing. 
A privato bed near Rathcoursoy. up the Ballinaeona Hirer, is being 
well stocked. Quality of oysters very good ; price, from 5t. to 8r. per 
hundred. No Curing Establishments or ice houses exist; tho men 
eure a small quantity for their own consumption ; other fish sold fresh. 
There have been no conflicts reported. Fishermen orderly and peace- 
able; the men in the harbour generally employed in Hairing -, those on 
tho coast are mostly small farmors and labourers. Registry perfect. 
Trawling and use of trammel set-nets at Ballyoottou ; a little trawling 
at K echo's Point and East Ferry, tat no trammel Contentions in a 
few instances liaro arisen between tho trawlers and line fishers, on the 
subject of trawls destroying spawn, lea. In some places it is stated 
that trawling is injurious for the reason abovestated. If it destroys 
spawn and young fish, it must bo injurious to tho general fishing 
interests. Trawling is oarried on in tho harbour by about twenty 
boats, of from fivo to eighteen tons each ; size of tho mesh three inches. 
Trawls are worked in from four to fourteen fathom water. At Baliy- 
cotton there are fivo boats and hookers, from fivo to twenty tons, employ 
a five -inch mesh, and trawl in from five to twelve fathom water. The 
number of trawlers about the same as last year. Thirty boats, varying 
from two and a-lialf to fii-o tons, omployed in trammel net fishing, 
two or three in soino fishing, and about 130, of from two to three tons, 
lino fishing. All fish captured sold in local markets. Principally 
flat fish, as slate, plaice, solos, dory, taken by trawl ; sprats an.j 
herrings by seine ; hake, ling, cod, haddock, by trammel nets; conger, 
bream, whiting, and turbot, by line. Trawl fish in best condition in 
autumn ; worst in spring. Tiaminel.&c., best in October and Novem- 
ber; worst ill .lime. Whiting, cod, &e., best iu winter ; worst in sum- 
mer. Fish deposit tlioir spawn in from thirty-six to forty fathom 
water, on coar«o gravelly or sandy bottom. Chief impediments to 
improvement nro scarcity of fish anil bad gear, die., in some places ; 
insufficient i’sbolter at Ballyootton for largo boats, often compelling 
them to run to Cork nml Yougbal, anil remain idle. Most nccurato 
information oouhl bo lmd by registries at tho four markets, Cork, 
Midloton, Queenstown, anil Yougbal. 

Between Myrtle-villa Point, cast, and Flat Hoad, west.— Fishing eslab- 
lishmont on the doelinc. No sign of improvement, aud not the least 
appearance of better prospects. Emigration prevails. Last year less 
productive in tako of fish than preceding. No oyster hanks. No 
Curing Establishments nor ico houses. Fish suld in fresh state. Not 
awaro of any conflicts having oeonrrod daring tho year. Fishermen 
orderly and peaceable; no fish on the coast to employ them. No 
trawling or trammel nets. Hako arc taken by band-line. Chief 
impediment to progress is that the fish have loft the' coast. Between 
Flat Head and Hangman's Point — Pishing very indifferently attended. 
Boats and goar very bad ; no improvement in the last three rears — 
much tho contrary. Last year much loss productive in tho take’ of fish 
than preceding. No Curing Establishments. No conflicts. Fisher- 
men apparently peaceable. Registry correct. Between Hangman's 
Point, oast, and Hako Head. — Gradually improving in boats ami goar. 
Mon would stay at homo if employed all tho rear. Mackerel fishing 
very good ; lino fishing not so good as last yonr. One or two natural 
oyster beds hi tho ostuarios, but few oystora taken ; price varies ; no 
privato beds, or lioencos grautod to form such. Two Curing Establish- 
ments formed; not used. No ico houses. Fish sold in the fresh state. 

No ei, ml ri-. F! ; .l or., •: p, ;,c, d,ie. Helistry perfect; no 

suggestions to make for improvement No trawl, trammel, or set 
nets. No contention with linn fishers. Sub-olficcr is of opinion that 
trawling destroys the spawn, by moving tho weeds and stirring up tho 
ground where it is deposited. Nine or ton trawl boats, from two to 
tbroo tons cash, employed in seine fishing; eighty-five in line fishing. 
Fish captured sold in; tho locality, and sent to distant markets. No 
fish taken by trawl. Herrings, sprat, scad, and pollock, by scino ; 
coil, ling, congor, and haildook by line. Between Hake Head, east, 
and Garretstown Glen, west— No improvements in boats or gear. 
Tako of fish loss productive than last year. No oyster beds. No 
Curing Establishments. No collisions. Fishermen praenshlo and 
orderly. Registry perfect. Trawling practised; trammel set-net: 
used. Sub-officer is of opinion that former is destructive to spawn. 
Trawling earriod on by vessels from other localities. Fish captured 
sent to distant places, or cured for homo consumption. Hake, plaice, 
sole, and turbot laken hv trawl ; hake, garnet, scad, mackerel, herrings, 
ami Sprat bv seine. Impediments to improvement are, that fishermen 
place more rcliauoo on agriculture for subsistence, and want capital 
to carry on fisherv work efficiently. Accurate intbrniatian could ho 
had by appointing ’an agent, whoso special business would be to ascer- 
tain by inspection, or by books kept for tho purpose at tho several 
Coast-guard stations, or otherwise, along tlio coast. Between Inchy- 
bridge, west, and Dirk Covo.— Boat: and gear in a pretty fair rendition. 
No sign of improvement. Very few emigrating. Take of fish very 
bad last year, owing to unsettled weather. No oyster bod3. No ice 
houses. Fish sold in a fresh state. No collisions. Habits of fisher- 
men satisfactory ; the able-bodied employed in agriculture andflshing. 
Two boats, of one and a-haif tons each, employed in soine fishing; 
three boats of same size in lino fishing. Fish taken sold in local 
markets. Sand cols, cud, ling, conger, and bream captured by seine. 
Cod and iing in good condition from Dcccmborto March ; bream from 
May to September. Between Symons' Cove, east, and Slato Harbour, 


6 

7 
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11 I 'W^ostcove, . j Prom Sneem to Birer J. J. Boileau, 
Eroy&noek. Lieutenant, k.r. 



13 Dingle, . From Cromane Point ErncstA.G.Stubbs 
(Bull Head) to Blen- Commander, r.n. 

nerville. 



14 I Bally li eigne,) Fxom BieUnerville to H. B. Gawler, 
I CashenEiver. I Master, n w 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 
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State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1867, pursuant totfe 



No. 


Nam ii 

ok District. 


Boundaries. 


Registering Officer. 


1st C 


t n S 1865 PlOT ° d 


2nd C 


assomployod. 
in 18G5. 


Total employed 
in 18G5. 


1st Class emptynj- 
ln 1866. 










Vessels. 


Men. 


Boys 


Vcssols 


Mon. 


Boya 


Vcssols. 


Men. 


Boyi 


Vessels 


Men. 




24 


Sligo, 


From Abbey Point to 
Sligo Bridge. 


W. K. Shoveller, 
Captain, k.n. 


5 


17 




106 


543 


10 


Ill 


560 


10 


5 


17 




25 


Kiilybegs, . 


From Donegal to Gwee- 
barra Bar. 


Charles Hawkey, 
Lieutenant, r.n. 


- 


- 


- 


368 


2,049 


334 


36S 


2,049 


324 


2 


6 


i 


26 


Rutland, . 


From Gweebarra Bar to 
Bloody Foreland. 


Francis Osborne, 
Lieutenant, k.n. 


- 


- 


- 


98 


300 


57 


98 


300 


57 


- 


- 




27 


Sheephaven, 


From Bloody Foreland 
to Fannec Point. 


J. B. Bryan, 


- 


- 




334 


991 


177 


334 


991 


177 


3 


19 


1 


28 


Rathmullen, 


From East side of Lee- 
nan Bay, West side of 
FannetPoint, to Lough 
S willy, Ramelton. 


C. T. Williamson, 
Lieutenant, u.rt. 


6 


20 


4 


147 


440 


40 


153 


460 


144 


7 


21 





Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



t 



FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND. 



25 



^ Ko- 2— continued. 




APPENDIX TO THE EEPOBT OF THE 
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No. 


Name 


Bin,'.-: dam its. 


Registering Officer. 


1st Cl 


ass employed 
n 1805. 


2nd Class omployed. 
in 1865. 


Total employed 
in 1868. 


‘““sa‘3 






Vessels 


Men. 


Boys 


V easels 


M.n. 


Bnj3 


Vossols. 


Mo„. 


Boys. 


Vesseis 


Mea. B«, 


29 


Cfittie, 


From tlie Hawk’s Nest, 
Inch, to Magilligan 
Point. 


Hon. E. G. L. 
Cochrane, Com- 
mander, R.N. 


11 


34 




235 


1,142 


150 


246 


1,170 


150 


15 


46 . 


30 


Ballyoastle, 


Prom DowhMll to-Nap- 
pan. 


Francis Peel, 

Commander, r.n. 


3 


7 


2 


200 


548 


47 


203 


555 


40 


3 


11 


31 


Carricfcfergus, 


•From Mountain Stream, 
near Garron Point, to 
Belfast. 


W. -A. De V. 
‘Brownlow, Com- 
mander, R.N. 


7 


28 




16S 


400 


115 


175 


434 


115 


8 
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2nd Class employed 



Vessels. Men. Bop 



Appendix, Ro. 3. 



Baitaay. 


1861. 


1862. j 1803. 


1SC4. 


186.4. 


1 HGli. 


Great Southern and Western, . 
Midland Great Western, . 
Dublin and Drogheda, 

Waterford and Limerick, . 
Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford, 
Cork and Bandon, 


Tns. Ctrl*, qrs. lbs. 

763 0 0 0 
756 12 3 0 
842 14 3 0 
351 17 1 27 

” 


Tns. Cwts.qrs. 

1,145 0 0 
785 14 2 
1,004 5 1 
374 O 0 


Tib. Cwts. 

1,249 0 
1,189 33 
1,329 0 
319 15 


Tun. ChI.i. qrj. Ilm. 

1,642 OOo 
6 97 2 3 0 
1,976 14 2 0 
140 2 0 0 
1,060 18 0 0 
836 2 2 3 


Tun. Cwts. pra. Him. 

1,898 0 0 0 
497 9 1 9 
1,226 14 0 0 
187 8 3 27 
2,118 Ifi 2 0 
713 16 3 8 


Tun, Owls. <jre. ll w . 

2,771 0 0 0 
724 5 1 0 
1,314 12 0 24 
168 9 3 0 
2,505 6 2 0 
1,493 17 2 0 



tlius : — 

1864, 

1865, 



“SsSiSStesr" *° 1866 tt “ imi - ^ ,ro “ 



Midland Great Western— Increase or Decrease arises thus 



1864, Si 

1865, 1-27 

1866, 4-14 ” 

Dublin and Drogheda— 87 tons n 



u 1S66 than in 1865. 



Great Southern and Western Railway. 
raU “" VCJ ' 6d »»d Western Eailway daring the year 18G6. 



Salmon, 
Cod, . 
Haddock, 
Herrings, 
Shell Fish, 
Mackerel, . 



Tons. 

383 

3 



135 

1,704 



Ilako, .... oT 

Flat Fish, • 52 

Dels, . . . . . . 39 

Fresh Fish not named in Invoice, 77 



Total, 



2,771 



Dublin and Drogheda Railway. 

' Return of M conveyed by deed, Train ewer tbin Ii De t. Dnb.in for tire year ended Hint Deconrbc, 1868. 



From Balbriggan, 
Drogheda, 
Howth, 
Rush, 
Skerries, 



Salmon, 



Tons. Cwt. 

61 5 Herrings, Is. 2d. per ton. 

, 15 >, 9a ad. „ 

1 - 176 0 „ St. id. , 

, I * •’ J* 2 d. „ 

12 14 » 6s. 2d. „ 



1,275 IS 

20 tons, 1 cwt. 2 V s. 24 lbs., at 2s. Otf. per cwt. 
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it 5 ^ and 6 th Viet, cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1866. 




— Very great impmv 
fully employed. a 



iient in past year in ljoats anil gear. Boats better 
iota greatly improvotl. No emigration. Fishermen 
i more men required, as the fishing Isgroatly on tho 
hsh last year jnoro proiiuotirn than preceding. No 



by the Irish Hoop Sea Company and oiliors; hut mnro accommodation 
is required. No eonliiets. Fishotmon poaceablo j all able-bodied mon 
aro omployod fishing. Itegistry perfect. No trawling. In tho oflioor's 
opinton, trawling is very injurious to tho general ilshory, as it dostroys 
all small fish and spawn. Boats oraployed in lino fishing. Fish cap- 
tured sold on tho spot, and sent to distant markets by train and steamer. 
No impediment to improvement in fishing. Accurate information 
could bo obtained by a proper register being kopt at tho Coast-guard 
stations. Suggests that more accommodation ho given for curing fish 
in summer and winter. A resident magistrate would bo of great service, 
to sottlo disputes between fish-buyers and iishormoti, Also a man-of- 
war to bo always on tho spot in the season. 

1 580* * Tho return made from Castletown district for tho yoar 1865. included 
in the throe first columns of this Schedule, was erroneous ; and having 
excited muoh surprise, from tho extraordinary decrease upon previous 
years, was mado tho subjoct of spooial inquiry, when it was found that 
that tile return should liavo boon— 



Appendix, No. 3 — continued. 

Dublin and Drocheda Railway — continued. 

By Passenger Train. 

Tons cwt. qrs. lbs. 

Description not specified, .9120) 

Dels, 7 14 0 0 V at 3s. (id. per cwt 

Lobsters, .1 17 0 0) 



Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland. 

Return of Pisb conveyed over the Line during the year 18C6. 

'• Ratks Charged. 





Weight. 






Tons. 


cwts. 


qrs. 




211 


1G 


3 




34 


9 


2 








0 




179 


12 


0 


Galway, 




1G 


0 


Sligo, . . 


— 




— 


Athlone, 


724 


5 


1 


Castlebar, 



Waterford and Limerick Railway. 

Return of Pish forwarded from Stations on the Waterford and Liniorick Railway, via Dublin and Waterford, 
year ending 31st December, 18GG. 



Rate. 


Tons 


cwts 


qrs. lbs. 


Remarks. 


. . 6s. Gel. per cwt. 


. 12 


3 


2 11 . 


Via Waterford to London. 


• . 3s. 0d. ,, 


. 137 


18 


2 24 . 


. To Dublin. 


. . — 


. 0 


2 


0 6 . 


. Ordinary Parcel Ratos. 


• . 3s. G d. per cwt. 


. 3 


1 


0 0 . 


. To Dublin. 


. Is. Off. „ 


. 3 


6 


3 0 . 


. To Waterford. 


. Is. Off. „ 


. 7 


1 


0 2 . 


Ditto. 


• 3s. Ocf. 


. 4 1G 


2 27 . 


. To Dublin. 



Total, . . 168 9 3 14 

Note. — T his consists of salmon principally. . We do not distinguish the description of fish. 
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Appendix No. Z— continued. 

Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway. 
Tonnage of Fish for the year 1866. 



Fresh Fish, . 
Coarse Fish, 
Herrings, 
Oysters, 
Salmon, 



Tons. cwt. i 
7 0 
42 10 
1,517 10 
919 8 
18 17 



Mackerel, 
Herrings, 
Sprats, . 
Hake, . 
Haddock, 
Cod, . 
Ling, . 
Plaice, . 
Turbot, 
Scad, . 
Pilchards, 
Whiting, 



Cork and Band on Railway. 

Return of Fish booked from Kinsale to Cork for the year 1866. 

5s. per ton. 



Tons 


cwts 


qrs. lbs. 






Tons 


cwts 


qra 


lbs. 


1,399 


6 


2 21 


Lobsters, 


. 5s. per ton. 


4 


2 


1 


3 




4 


1 9 


Oysters, 


0 


2 


2 




G 


19 


0 15 


Bream, 












3G 


15 


1 21 


Gurnet, 






7 






1 


6 


3 4 


Pollock, 












3 


6 


2 13 


Mullet, 




0 








0 


15 


1 0 


Crabs, . 




0 


7 


0 


19 




3 


2 0 


Shrimps, 




0 


3 


0 


0 


4 


3 


0 25 


Bret, 




0 






20 




9 


0 0 












17 


3 


0 6 




Total, 


1,493 


17 


2 


16 






1 0 











Appendix, No. 4. 

Abstract of Returns of Herring Fishery at ITowth between the 26th Mav, 1866, and 8th December 
18bb, furnished and authenticated hy the Inspecting Commander and Harbour Master. 



Totals, 

Average numbers') 
and amounts per I 1 
day, for the 118 j I 
working days, j 



vorage Pric 
per Alunso 
of 036 Fish. 



0 10 
0 15 
0 16 



0 10 10 
0 10 0 
0 14 7 
0 10 0 



1,339 3 
1,435 O 
1,425 10 
2d 10 



9,256 16 
7,336 13 
7,605 12 
1,841 11 



OBSERVATIONS. 



A much better quality offish. 
Fish good. Fleet becalmed. 
Excellent quality offish. 

Fish very good. 



Fish very good. Boats becalmed on 1st ad 
2nd instant. 

Fish very good quality. 

Fish very good. No boats out on the lift! 
fresh gales. 

Fish not so good. 

Fish not very good. 

Boats out only one day. 

Fish of a mixed quality. 

Fish very good. Boats becalmed on 4th. I 

Fish good. No boats out on 18th; bio'll 
a gale of wind. 

Fish of a mixed quality. 

Fish very good. 

Fish good. No boats out on 14tli ; blowiifi 
a gale of wind. 

Fish of a mixed quality. 

Fish of a mixed quality. No boats out ■ 
29th instant. 

Fish small. 



ol .he boots 1.0 imo otho, h.sbSSSdSpSb Sttto feb t£*°" "" tat * * 
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Appendix, No. 4 — continued. 

Abstract of Herring Fishery at Ardglass, Season 1866. 



Dll4 . Week ending — 


Numborof 
employed : 

ioij 

Irish, and 


Numbor 

M° f 


Gross Amount 
realized. 


Numbor 

employed. 


Dato. Week onding— 


Numbor of 

omployed : 
lingUali, 
Irish, and 


Numbor 

of 

Hooso. 


Gross Amount 
rcalizod. 


Numlmr 

oinployod. 


1868. 

Jaae I®, • 

„ 23, . 

„ 30, . 

July 7 , 

„ -u, . 

’ 2I » • 

„ 28, . 

August - 3, 

„ 11. • 


96 
214 
434 , 

544 

528 

531 

339 

291 

188 


39 
303 , 
1,673 

2,721 

2,427 

2,874 

2,672 

1,605 

762 


£ s. d. 
49 10 0 
337 17 0 
1,573 18 6 

2,428 13 6 
1,662 7 O 
2,187 6 0 
1,741 17 O 

1,616 O 0 
1,135 9 0 


3 days. 
3 .. 

3 " 

5 „ 

3 „ 

4 


1866. 

August 18, 

» 23, 

„ 31, 

September 8, 
.. 16, 

„ 29, 

October 3, 

Total, 


247 

326 

273 

147 

63 

4 


1,362 

3,287 

1,604 

1,338 

552 

16 


£ S. d. 

1,435 8 0 
2,076 8 O 
1,212 12 0 

1,036 6 0 
622 6 0 
16 0 0 


5 days. 
4 ” 

3 i, 

4 „ 

1 „ 


" 


23,235 


19,133 18 0 


67 „ 



Abstract of Returns of Herring Fishery at Dunmore East, Waterford. 



Number of 
Fish each. 



OBSERVATIONS. 



herring boats came to fish at Dunmore ; the first of them came in the last week of May, 1865, 
fortnight, when nearly all loft on the 1 3th June for Arklow. There were over 100 sail here at one time, 
mahout the proportions stated m the columns. The fish were very lino, but so rich ns to render it difficult to cure in the very 
the , pre r on Cd wUUo th0 J ,,a i 8 ^ 0r0 llt ])unmo ™' The boats killed from four to sixteen mease a right effi 
| the average price about 20s. a mease ; 635 fish in a mease. 8 1 

\ i , ^ i *** ^ cPu" t] }° J ? th inst ‘- w0 liav ° had onc ''erring boat fishing here. She is a 

»hlh rffp f w tbo Chumpwn. She shot her nets three times, and killod altogether twenty-four mease of fish, 

I ft "f*-, IIcr wow have to Id mo that in their lives they never saw such an appearance offish as there 

0n S,°, f th ? lnos * intelligent man, remarked that the quantity of fish scales, 

n , e ] :a ma( '° tbcm look ns if laced with silver.” Waterford harbour, on yesterday, was actually alive with 
^porpoises, scud hounds, and thrashors, following the herrings and bait. y 

tkt pinerA^ prevailed ^ CI,ampion would havc killed much more fish than she did last week but for the calm weather 

tta SiTnTv haS bc r, S? ly °“ e baring boat here for the last week, the Champion of Lowestoft. She had 
™JL >!S!? „ dann £ that time, and killed about seventy mease of fish altogether, the price varying from 20s. to 16s. 6 d. a 

Edwaiid H. Alcock, Harbour Master. 



Appendix, No. 5. 

Return of Mackerel caught at Ardglass in September and October, 1866. 



Date. 


Numbor 

of 

Muaso. 


Amount 

Mooso. 


Total Amount. 


1866. 

September 18, 


6 




£ s. d. 


25, 


12 


16 


9 12 0 


» 29, . 


17 


25 


21 5 0 


October 3, 


39 


20 


39 0 0 




12 


18 


10 16 ' 0 


n 5, 


13 


18 


11 14 0 


» 6, 


16 






.. 9, 


• 6 


20 


6 0 0 


Total, . 


120 


- 


115 0 O 



One boat had nearly 20 mease. 



[ taken by^fow fl' a w^ ay ft T ery ,n fS e shoal of mackerel, sometimes coming up close to the harbour. The above quantity 
jtwg mackerel were to u°- Ca8t • 0Ut tlie . , n . ets uscd by them in flailing herrings. If the proper gear and nets used in 

'■’Mb in theimtnossV . e . bad ' it is quite possible several thousand r 
e lmm ediate vicinity of the harbour. 



1 mease would be taken, i 
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Appendix.- APPENDIX, No. 6. 

plant ^ Oyster k IST Licences Oranted by tbe Commissionebs to Plant Oyster Beds, up to 31st December, lgft 



Date of Lioenoo. 



Person to whom Granted. 



5th November, 
7th December, 


W. H. Carter, esq., .... 
Luke Lyons, esq., .... 


1848. 
9th June, 


F. H. Downing 


1851. 

5tli February, 
5th February, 


John Mahony, esq., .... 
Rev. Denis Mahony, .... 


1852. 

17 th November, 
17th November, 


Thomas Whyte, esq 

John C. Garvey, esq., 


1853. 

22nd September, 


J. O. Woodhouse, esq., 


1854. 

1st July, . 

15th November, 
15th November, 


Burton Bindon, esq., .... 

Hon. David Plunket 

J. K. Boswell, esq., .... 


1S55. 

18th July, 


John Richards, esq., .... 


1850. 
30th July, 

21st August, i. 


Lord Charles P. P. Clinton, 
William Foreman, esq., 


1857. 

7 th August, . 


Thomas Eccles, esq 


1858. 

16 th February, 
15 th February, 


Eev. A. Magee, 

A- C. Lambert, esq 


1860. 

3rd February, 
3rd February, 
3rd February, 
13th February, 
11th May, 

4th October, . 
9th October, . 
14th November, 


Rev. R. H. Wall 

Knight of Kerry, .... 
Captain W. Houston, 

William M'Cormick, esq., 

Edward Browne, esq., 

M. C. Cramer, esq., .... 
Ebenezer Pike, esq., .... 
William Pike, esq., .... 


1861. 

10 th January, 


William Forbes, esq., - 


1862. 

14 th February, 
3rd March, . 
6th March, . 


Robert W. C. Reeves, esq., 

James Walker, esq., .... 
Edmund Power, esq., 


1863. 

29th May, 


George Clive, esq., m.p 


1864. 

2nd February, 
5th April, 

10th June, 

10th June, 

30th September, 
31st October, . 
3lst October, . 
31st October, . 
31st October, . 
Uth November, 
11th November, 
31st December, 
31st December, 
3lst December, 
31st December, 
31st December, 


Lord Fortescue, 

Lord Wallscourt, .... 

Colonel C. M. Vandeleur, m.p., . 

A. W. Wyndliani, esq., 

Captain George Austin, 

John Kendall, esq., .... 
Robert T. Atkins, esq., 

R. E. L. Athy, esq., .... 
P. M. Lynch, esq,, .... 

A. Boate, esq., 

J. R. Dower, esq., .... 
Captain W. F. Barry, 

C. P. Archer, esq j 

T. Young Prior, esq 

P. Macauley, esq., .... 
Colonel F. A. K. Gore, 


1865. 

13tli April, 

13th April, 

29th April, 

12th May, 

2nd November, 
2nd November, 
1st December, 
1st December; 
1st December, 
1st December, 
1st December, 
1st December, 
1st December, 
1st December, 


Marquess of Sligo, .... 
Sir Robert Gore Booth, 

Right Hon. John Wynne, . 

Lord Baron Ventry, .... 
Law Life Assurance Society, 
Marquess of Sligo, 

Most Rev. Dr. MTIale, 

Thomas M‘Carthy Collins, esq., ! 

Marquess of Sligo, . 

John Obins Woodhouse, esq., . 

Captain Acheson 

Richard J. Verschoyle, esq., 

Richard Mahony, esq., 

Mr. Robert M'Keown, 


J866. 

20tli April, 
20th April, 
21st April, 
4th June, 


William Dargan, esq., 

Marquess of Sligo, . . ’ 

Miss Anne Fowler, . . . . 

John Obins Woodhouse, esq., 



Off Daurus Point, county Kerry, 

Estuary of Kenuiarc River, county Kerry, 



Ballisodare Bay, county Sligo, . 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, .... 

Mulroy Bay, county Donegal, . 

Carlingfortl Lough, county Louth, . 
Killary Harbour, county Mayo, 
Ballyconnclly Bay, county Galway, . 

Blacksod Bay, county Mayo, . 

Bear Haven, county Cork, 

Ardbear Bay, county Galway, . 

Glengariffe Harbour, county Cork, . 

Streamstown and Cleggan Bays, co. Galway, 
Killary Harbour, county Galway, 

Mannin and Ardbear Bays, county Galway, 
Valencia Harbour, county Kerry, 

Killary Harbour, county Mayo, 

Achill Sound, county Mayo, . 

Ballinakill Harbour, county Galway, 
Oyster Haven, county Cork, 

Lough Mahon, Estuary of Leo, county Cork, 
Achill Sound, county Mayo, 

Mwcenisli Bay, county Galway, 

Clonderlaw Bay, county Clare, 

Belfast Lough, Carrickfergus, . 

Tramoro Bay, county Waterford, . 

Achill Sound, county Mayo, 

Tramore Bay, county Waterford, 

Galway Bay, county Galway, . 
Poulnashorry Bay, county Clare, 

Newport Bay, county Mayo, 

Westport Bay, county Mayo, . 

Ardbear and Man nin Bays, county Galway. 
Lough Ilyne, county Cork, 

Galway Bay, county Galway, . 

I Galway Bay, county Galway, . 

| Dungarvan Harbour, couuty Waterford, 
Dungarvnn Harbour, county Waterford, 
Glandore Harbour, county Cork, 

Ballinakill Harbour, county Galway, 

I Ballinakill Harbour, county Galway, 
Ballinakill and Barnadcrg Bays, co. Galway, 
Killala Bay, county Mayo, 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, . 

DrumclilFBay, county Sligo, . 

Sligo Bay, county Sligo, . 

Dingle Harbour, county Kerry, 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, . 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, . 

Shores of Achill Island, county Mayo, 
Roaringwatcr Bay, county Cork, 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, . 

Carlingford Lough, county Louth, . 
Ballinakill Harbour, county Galway, 
Ballisodaro Bay, county Sligo, . 

Kenmare Estuary, couuty Kerry, . 
Killary Harbour, .... 



Wexford Harbour, . 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, . 
Blacksod Bay, county Mayo, . 
Carlingford Lough, county Louth, 



Aron of Beds. 



03 0 26 
51 3 10 
233 0 0 
90 0 



78 0 0 
43 0 0 
149 0 
223 0 0 
20 0 0 
47 0 0 
1,670 



112 0 0 
137 0 0 
270 0 0 



80 0 
194 0 0 
236 0 0 
25 0 0 
100 0 0 
320 0 0 
05 0 0 
27 0 0 
08 0 0 
48 0 
90 0 0 
150 0 0 
375 0 0 



190 0 « 
148 3 0 
190 0 0 



01 0 0 

70 0 0 
270 0 0 

n o o 

1,131 3 0 



sit? .Si b?"„u , s l i%V£“ li u, ‘ > i ' d •*““ b * I 
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Appendix, No. 7. 



Licensed Oyster Beds. Operations of Proprietors and their Results, as communicated by the 
Persons who obtained the Licences or by their representatives. 



Bed No. C . — Ballisadare Bay. 

gi B) The oyster bed referred to by me on the 2nd 

inst is known in the licence by the name of Cullena- 
moeb'ew Bed; extent 182 a. In. 2 Gr. ; licence granted 
to Mrs. Thomas Whyte, the then landlord, on tho 
17 tk November, 1852. Present landlord J. C. Wliyte 
Douglas. The bed was never buoyed off until about 
the lOtli inst., and after I put down the buoys, Mr. 
Barrett, on the following day, sent his men and boats, 
and lifted the buoys and took them home and they 
still remain in his possession. I put them down 
according to the map attached to the licence of 1852, 
and had a surveyor along with tho people, to show 
where to sink the buoys. I was also present when 
Mr. Barrett got possession of the old bed in 1849 and 
I know his boundary; and all that his lease gives him 
he has an undoubted right to enjoy in peace, but 
certainly he ought to allow others the same privilege. 
I mil have to try to enforce by law what he refuses 
to allow. 

Your obedient servant, 



Thomas Eae. 

The locality of the bed for which I hold the lease 
is situated in the Bay of Ballisadare. 

P.S. — If you can give me any advice in the matter 
I shall feel obliged. I had a letter from Mr. Ffennell 
on the matter, he being one of tho parties whose name 
is attached to the licence. 



| Beds Nos. 8 and 50 . — Afulroy and Oarlingford Bays. 

As the case now stands in Oarlingford Bay, it is tire 
interest of every individual to catch all he can at the 
moment without regard to consequences. The fisher- 
man says, “ I take all I can got, and everything I can 
get, for if I don’t some one else will." It appears to 
me very plainly that, unless tho oyster fishery in 
Oarlingford Bay is sustained by private beds and put 
under some regulation, the fishery will ho lost. Last 
year the dredging was a failure, the fishermen arc in 

( • f aet dredging it out, and they do nothing to sustain 
it; they take and destroy all they can got, and they 
view with an unfriendly eye tho efforts of myself and 
others, who can alone prevent the loss of their em- 
ployment. 

As for the beds for which I have obtained licences 
4 “promise exceedingly well; they arcnatural oyster 

( beds, and will stock themselves, if they get time, and 
are taken 1 'i'oper care of and protected ; but I am not 
^tisfied to wait for natural increase. I must, tliere- 
<®, stock the beds with small oysters collected 
I , ™ere and which must be done during the next 
' -dose season. 

% manager reports to me that he has about 20,000 
f J™ young of last year on the beds, and that we 
wst 80,000 more by the lato severe frost; but he 
nks, with care and attention, the bods I have in 
Mmgford Bay will turn out a very good speculation. 
ir i , re = r ® t to , nave to report that my oyster bed in 
T I * s no hotter than when I last wrote, and 
we oysters in Lough S willy and the adjoin- 
are almost extinct. 



8 Februi 



ary, 1807. 



J. O. WOODHOUSE. 



Bed No. 9 — Carlingford Lough. 

1‘ten ^? EXrEN ’ — ^ re Ply to y° ur inquiry whether I 
Ijatenvci- ^ P artieulars of information as to the pri- 
f I can In, r b ed m Carlingford Lough, I am sorry that 
4 feking^Q 1 ^ t * iat * ^ nd Miat there is little to report 



The bed was planted several years ago, and was 
nearly worked out when I bought it two years since, and 
put a stop to all dredging upon it The bed has now 
enjoyed perfect rest and protection during two sum- 
mers ; and this winter I shall try to supply it with some 
new stock, but it will hardly yield anything like a crop 
of oysters for some years to come. The take in Car- 
lingford Lough this season lias been very short, but 
I do not believe that there lias been any unlawful 
carrying off of fish. 

0 February, 1867. Clermont. 

Bed No. 10 — Killary Harbour. 

Gentlemen, — In reply to your letter of the 21st 
January, I beg to inform you that though Mr. Plunket 
is most anxious for the improvement of his oyster 
fishery, up to the present he has been unsuccessful. 
Last year he lias had his bods examined carefully by 
a man of large experience in oyster culture, with a 
view to making further efforts for their improvement, 
and it is hoped that by acting on the suggestions of 
this man good results may yet be obtained. 

4 February, 1867. Bobebt O’Callaghan, Clk. 



Beds Nos. 14 and 36 . — Ardlear and Mannin Bays. 

Sin, — In reply to your inquiry relative to my 
oyster ground, I beg to inform you that I have dur- 
ing the past year cleaned and stocked a further 
portion of the ground, and I have the pleasure to add 
tlmt the oysters laid down in former years are doing 
well. 

John Kendall. 

28th February, 1807. 



Bed No. 18 . — Mannin and Ardbear Bays. 

Sir, — H aving been engaged during the last spring- 
tides examining tho state of my oyster beds, I regret 
to say that I do not think them as good as I antici- 
pated last year. The trees I put down last have not 
been covered, as wa3 tho case last year, with the spat 
— from what cause I cannot yet discover. However, 
I found a good deal of young oysters on the small 
shingle which I had put down for clutch, aud I yet 
.■trust thus, by a little care, I shall be repaid. With 
regard to the buoying off of beds, I should be glad to 
know if such buoys would be considered as interfer- 
ing with navigation, for there is no doubt but, should 
a boat come foul of them, they would be carried 
away. I think if it could be done, buoys ought not 
to be considered necessary where tho oyster hanks 
are sufficiently well known. I may here remark, in 
reference to your letter, that- there is no market in 
Clifden for oysters ; so I cannot quote any price. 

Walter S. Wall. 

28tli February, 1807. 



Bed No. 22. — BallinaJcill Harbour. 

Gentlemen, — In reply to your circular of last 
month on the subject of oyster fisheries, I have to 
inform you that up to the present time there has been 
little or no dredging in Ballinakill Bay, the weather 
having been most unfavourable for that purpose, and 
although when a change takes place, and prospects 
become good, the old habit of stealing oysters and 
exhausting the beds will no doubt be renewed. In 
my own case, as I have before represented to the 
Board of Public Works, although I have buoyed off 
the principal part of my bank, and have deposited 

E 2 
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Appendix, young oysters in the hope of improving it and pro- 
Cultivation of culture, I could not effectually succeed 

Oyster Beds. * n object -without having a licence for the fore- 
shore of my property at Cloonderowen, -where there 
are no oysters, but which is resorted to by trespassers 
for the purpose of more easily stealing oysters from 
the adjoining hank. 

7 February, 1867. Edwakd Bhowne. 



Bed No. ‘25. — Achill Sound. 

Sm,— In reply to yours of the 14 th January, 
respecting the management of my oyster beds, I 
have the honour to inform yon that when I pro- 
ceeded to dredge at the first of the season I found all 
the oysters were covered with small ones (last sum- 
mer’s spat), and that for every 100, I should destroy 
at least six times as many. I, therefore, decided 
not to sell any this season, or even dredge, except for 
distiibution over my own beds. 

I consider this to have been the best breeding year 
for at least the last fifteen, and do not think oysters 
could have been taken for sale without great destruc- 
tion. 

I was prepared to have fined parties dredging on 
the public beds; but the coast guard officer was 
doubtful whether the law was infringed whilst the 
oysters under the size allowed by law, adhered to one 
of sufficient size. 

I should like to have this question settled for my 
guidance as magistrate. 

6 February, 1867. William Pike. 



Bed No. 28. — Belfast Lough. 

I have your favour of 21st inst. addressed to Mr. 
James Walker, for whom I am agent, in reference to 
the oyster fisheries. 

Referring to my two previous letters on the same 
subject, I beg to say that Mr. Walker is still in 
Natal, where he has been since May, 1864; and in 
his absence, nothing has been done towards develop- 
ing the slob for the purpose of oyster beds, as granted 
by licence of 3rd March, 1862. 

23 January, 1867. Wk. Hartley. 

Bed No. 29. — Tramore Bay. 

As the Commissioners of Sea Fisheries appear by 
your circular of the 2 1st. January last to be anxious 
to obtain from me a statement of my proceedings in 
reference to the licence granted to mein March, 1862, 
for the cultivation of oysters in a portion of the estuary 
near Tramore Bay, adjoining my property of Kilmac- 
league, I beg to say that in my report of last year 
to the Commissioners I stated that I was about 
making an experiment in oyster culture, by forming a 
tank inside my embankment, having reclaimed about 
two hundred acres from the sea. I have not carried 
out this experiment as yet, but hope during the month 
ol April, to lay down oysters in this reservoir or tank; 
and I am the more encouraged to persevere, havin'* 
paid a visit last autumn to Hayling Island, and seen 
the successful result of a somewhat similar experiment 
on a very large scale by the South of England Oyster 
Company. 1 cannot, however, suffer this opportunity 
to pass without expressing my thanks to the efficient 
and intelligent, manager, Mr. Hart, for his courtesy 
and hospitality to me on the occasion of my visit. I 
had a slight fall of spat during the past year in the 
natural bed where I first laid down oysters, but owing 
t" the continued influx from the sea of the well known 
enemies, the whelks, star fish, small crabs, &c., &c 
my caretaker found that a good deal of destruction 
had taken place both to the old and young brood. I 
shall therefore pay attention to the permanent im- 
provement of my artificial parks or beds, and am 



happy to say my enterprising neighbour, Mr. Willi— 
Malcotnson, who has also embanked a large portion'- 
theback strand of Tramore, near tomy ground, hashed 
induced, by my example, to say that he will came- 
be constructed a similar breeding tank on a ' 
extensive scale than mine, inside one of his enban’- 
ments. If these experiments are successful, and': 
have little doubt but that they will, we may safe! 
promise the numerous lovers of this favourite bival;. 
a better supply than at present. 

The quality of the Kilmacleague oysters conti not 
to be highly approved. The few thousand I sent * 
the market at Waterford during the present sense- 
readily brought six shillings a hundred. 

Edmd. Pokes. 

13 February, 1867. 



Bed No. 30 . — Achill Sound. 

Sib,— I n answer to your letter, addressed Gntv. 
Clive, Esq., M.P., on 21st January, 1867, I beg t 
inform you that in the matter of the oyster fisheries 
I represent him as tenant of much of his land adjoin 
ing the sea, and tenant at a nominal rent of ft. 
oyster grounds licensed to him 27 th May, 1863, at 
therefore answer your letter, being able to do so ml 
more fully than Mr. Clive could do. 

In anticipation of the Commissioners’ licence'to Mi, 
Clive, I had in the winter and spring of 1862 and ’6s' 
laid down several bushels (perhaps thirty) of oyster: 
in the pool near the limekiln at Claggan, Kafierlu 
Ballycroy, ready to be used by myself when wanted 
and to make and increase the nucleus of an oyste 
bed. 

_ I have since the licence laid down perhaps fifty; i 
sixty bushels in and immediately about the san 
place, but I must in the winters of ’63, ’64, and 1 5i, 
have taken up at least one-third of what I had !«il 
down. 

The result, however, is that there is a very rap'd 
increase of oysters; very many shells this winter's 
and '67 obtained in two hoars’ dredging, and evidenlb 
new oysters grown on the spot, being from two andi 
half to three inches longest diameter, and the ground 
for about an acre thickly occupied by oysters of even 
size from half an inch in diameter to the size I have 
mentioned, and there is every promise of a good oysta 
bed. I reject for my own table at present all oysteii 
whose shells do not measure three and a half inches 
longest diameter, and scatter about the pool all used 
shells as substances on which the oyster spat an 
likely to adhere. 

I also put down in winter of ’63 about ten bushel; 
in a place, in several other marked places, allotted to 
Mr. Clive ; but I have not essayed there, as the ven 
fact of my having a boat to dredge there on trial would 
inevitably bring down a host of oyster poachers. I 
am obliged to keep a watch on my limekiln pond, as 
three or four attempts have been made to dredge itbj 
night. I have not caught any oyster poachers, ta 
secured a good new dredge with thirty yards of rope 

1. So much for the produce. I should say tin 
almost any quantity might be produced. 

2. As to quality. The oysters dredged from th 
bed to which I will afterwards refer, are excellent , W 
so good as Gravesend or Colchester, as not so fat, If- 
I have for the last five years placed there two or three 
bushels at a time in a pond filled at every tide wii 
salt water, but with a small stream of fresh water 
always running through it (for perhaps three liouri 
on every tide it is fresh water), and in that pond I 
find that for eight or nine days they fatten to a degree 
recognisable by those who eat them from day today, 
so as to be very good second-rate oysters ; after tin \ 
eighth or ninth day they fall off in quality and must 
be returned to the sea, which they generally are, or 
die. . I restore to the sea all which appear unwell, 
placing them in a spot where I can revisit them I 
almost all appear to recover, as I find there bnrdlj 
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jut dead shells, and almost as many live oysters as I 
iave put down. For quality, I should say that our 
oysters would take a very good second place in any 

competition. 

8, For Markets. Sloops come into our bay and 
huy up every oyster old or young which they can get 
at any season, mostly I believe to be laid down in 
Galway Bay, some I am told to go to Limerick, at all 
events’ there is a great demand for more oysters than 
can be dredged. 

4 . Price. The Buddaghaun. a measure of about four 
imperial bushels, is now 7s. 6d. ; eight years ago it 
was la. fld. 



would probably fix themselves and thrive; and I 
would undertake, with Mr. Clive’s sanction, to stock 
the place effectively, any spat that did not adhere on 
the part allotted, would drift on to the old bed, which 
I have mentioned as utterly dredged out. I have no 
interest in the matter, beyond liking to have a few 
oysters for my own consumption, and the wish that 
what might be made, a small source of profit to my 
landlord, Mr. Clive, and a very great employment for 
from two to four or five hundred hands during the 
winter months, should not be utterly thrown away. 

1 February, 1867. T. J. Birch. 



Observation. 



Sir years ago a capital oyster bank existed within 
a mile and a half of whence I write, and within three- 
fourths of a mile of great part of my farm consisting 
of the Island of Annagb. On that bed , on an average, 
twenty to thirty boats (I have counted over eighty 
boats) might be seen dredging on any fairly quiet 
day ; but they have dredged up oyster brood and shell, 
and this year hardly a boat has been seen at work. 
A source of income for 200 to 300 working men for 
three or four months in winter has been entirely 
\ destroyed, and with little immediate benefit to those 
• who have dredged away the bank, killed in fact the 
| goose who laid the golden eggs, and they find it not 
f worth while to dredge the old public bank ; and, there- 
fore, some of them direct their attention to the small 
. reservoir of oysters which I have made, and which I 
I intended, and still intend, if I be properly protected, 

J to form a nucleus for oysters in the whole neigh- 
bourhood. No practical supervision lias taken place, 
the coast guard, seven or eight miles off, never as far as 
I can learn having looked into any boat, and the 
. oysters have been destroyed wantonly and wastofully. 

Private oyster grounds cannot bo preserved without 
I much more efficient protection being given by tho 
I: Legislature, or the Admiralty, under whoso orders I 
| suppose the coast guard act. The price given here 
would enable men to earn from (id to I Od per day 
during the winter, on days quiet enough for dredging, 
if the banks were properly treated. 



Suggestion. 

That any person interested in the protection, of 
the oyster fisheries should, on a permanent warrant, or 
certificate of a magistrate, be empowered to board 
with a sufficient force, and search any boat suspected 
of having oysters on board, examine and throw over- 
board all oysters that would pass through a certain 
jjaoge, and all dead shells, and detain if unknown, or 
if known summon those in tho boat before the nearest 
magistrate, to he punished for having waste shells, 
° r u St t 1S * m propcr size in their possession. I 
would also suggest that the coastguard should have 
"fir attention more particularly directed to a source 
national wealth which I believe is at the present 
oay not inferior to the part of the customs attempted 
I would further suggest that any pro- 
r °* oyster fisheries should he allowed to call on 
coast guard to assist and protect them in defence 
to lT fl eU r !? hts ( a w “i'ning that the coast guard were 
.it ®“ e s P ot would almost always prevent the 
tftbmr, 0 ” attelT T ted in numbers), and further that the 
I nm° °P ters from licensed beds should be a larceny. 
T*°L Sm ; e wllcthcr il be so ^ present, 
that it , a , , b og to suggest to tho Commissioners 
ciunt „ V0U ( ^ be of great advantage to the public, if n 
of all ti^ 1 6 m ^. e to ^bve, for oyster cultivation, 

(a strmo Sea v ln g between the outer point of M uy lan 
and shingle hank running out from the 



east ASlttna )- t0 a point about 400 yards 

’ 8 barrpn a? ° aWl0use ’ °n the mainland ; at present it 
ig generallv °' i,sters or anything else, but much of it 
spat if thJ a com P ai 'atively dead water, and oyster 
parent Mollusks were laid down in it, 



Bed No. 31. — Tramore Bay. 

Sir, — I n reply to your communication of the 2 1st 
mst.,to Lord Fortescue, asking for a statement of his 
proceedings in reference to the oyster licence granted 
him m 1864, I am requested to state that the oysters 
then and subsequently laid down have done well, and 
a small quantity of them have been disposed of. 

There has been a very slight hardly perceptible 
deposit of spat in the course of the past summer. No 
fresh addition has been made to the oyster parks 
erected on the foreshore. The oysters though they 
have thriven fairly in them appear to do best in the 
bed of the channel, which is never ebb-dry, and is less 
exposed than the foreshore to the deposit of mud and 
sea-weed. This space is very limited in extent, and 
an encroachment having been made on Lord Fortes- 
cue’s side of the channel by Mr. Power, the adjoining 
holder of an oyster licence, I have taken measures 
for having their respective limits accurately deter- 
mined by stakes ; and have, with Lord Fortescue’s 
consent, made to Mr. Power a proposal of a liberal 
nature, which I trust will obviate the occurrence of 
any disputes on tho subject. 

31 January, 1807. D. F. Fortescue. 



Bed No. 38 — Galway Bay. 

Sir,— I am in receipt of yours dated January 2 1st, 
requesting me to inform yo^ what steps 1 had taken 
in reference to the making of an oyster bed on that 
portion of my shores for which a licence had been 
granted to mo on 21st October, 1864. 

I have simply to state, for the information of “ the 
Board," that I have done nothing in the matter, for 
the following reasons Lord Wallscourt being de- 
sirous of putting down seed in new harbour, it became 
necessary for me to join, as proprietor of half the 
harbour, to protect my rights ; but having consulted 
experienced persons, I was advised it would not be 
a paying concern, that the cost would be consider- 
able, and that a heavy storm of wind and sea would 
carry away all the “ spat" from the beds — therefore I 
gave up the idea. But I am willing, if his Lordship 
wishes to spend his money, to lease to him my por- 
tion. lie has not made any advances — in fact he has 
done very little on this portion of his shores. For 
another reason, the almost impossibility of protecting 
the beds from plunder, more particularly now that the 
coast-guard station has been removed from his Lord- 
ship’s property at Ardfrey. I am quite of opinion 
that (except in a few favourable places) no owner can 
really protect property of this nature without the aid 
of a disciplined force. I was applied to a few days 
ago to give an order for constabulary to prevent an 
attack on beds in this neighbourhood, hut which 
proved fruitless, as the police force cannot interfere 
on the sea. A large quantity of oysters were carried 
off. I am informed that the produce is small in this 
district, the quality very fair, the prices high. 

B. E. L. Athy. 

6th March, 1867. 
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Bed No. 41. — Dmgarvan Bay. 

1 received your circular of 21st inst. in reference to 
tlie licence granted me on 1 1th November, 1864, for 
oyster fisheries, and in reply beg to inform you that 
I have done nothing in tlie matter as yet 

24 January, 1807. John It. Dower. 

Bed No. 43. — Ballinakill Harbour. 

Sib, — I received your letter respecting an oyster 
fishery in Ballinakill Bay, near Clifden. I was expect- 
ing to have been able to go down there for these spring- 
tides coming, in order to have reported from personal 
inspection. I find I cannot go down, but my care- 
taker has written that a very large portion of the 
oyster I laid down is covered with a greenish weed, 
which grows very fast. Would you kindly inform me 
what is the best and cheapest method of tearing away 
and getting rid of that weed ? 

Charles P. Arched. 

26th February, 1867. 



Bed No. 44. — Ballinakill Harbour. 



Sm, — As regards the licence granted to me 31st 
December, 1804, for oyster beds, my proceedings 
have been as follows : — 

I have most carefully preserved the beds ; cleaned 
them by dredging at considerable expense ; placed seed 
on them where wanting, and removed some from where 
it might be too thick to other parts of the beds. The 
result is, that my beds are greatly improved. I sold 
<£100 worth of oysters off them the season before last, 
at 11s. per barrel (the barrel being a common tar 
barrel), and have left them this season to increase, as 
there was much small seed on them. 

I have to report that there seems to be very great 
improvement in them. 

The quality of the oysters here are good ; the pro- 
duce not large, as the bay is far too rough, and low 
tides cost me the loss of vast quantities of oysters by 
the severe frosts. 

Markets arc generally in the Go. Clare. Prices are 
much higher this year, as £1 Gs. per barrel was 
offered in this bay by parties wanting to ship them. 

1 February, 1867. Thos. Young Prior. 



Bed No. 5 0. — Dingle Harbour. 



Gentlemen,— I am directed by Lord Ventry, in 
reply to your letter of the 21st ult., to state that he 
has not as yet acted on the licence granted to him on 
the 12th May, 1805. 

There are no oysters within the limits of the pro- 
posed beds, and though a few of unusually large size 
are occasionally taken in other parts of Dingle har- 
bour, there is nothing that can be called an oyster 
fishery in tlie locality. 



27th February, 1S67. 



E. De Moleyns. 



Bed No. 53. — AcJiill Sound. 

Gentlemen, — Absence from Achill prevented my 
replying earlier to your letter requiring information 
about the beds in Blacksod. I this week availed 
myself of the spring-tide, and inspected the licensed 
bed of Dr. M'Hale, and am now in a position to give 
you my thoughts on the subject. 

In a previous letter I told you the bed was buoyed. 
Since writing then, I thought it necessary to put out 
additional ones for the better preserving of the beds. 
You will be glad to leam that the oysters planted last 
December twelvemonth have progressed most favour- 
ably, the small and middle-sized oysters showing a 
growth of one and one-half inch. The fish has im- 
proved in fatness and in flavour ; and vast quantities 
of young oysters, varying in size from sixpence to 



a half-crown piece, are attached to the rocks adjacent 
to the beds, where few oysters were ever seen before, 
We do intend next December to plant an additional 
garden on the bed where we have discovered a ver» 
firm bottom, on which lie some oysters that veie 
carried from the bed first planted either by tlie action 
of the tide and current or by the weed which grow 0II 
tlie oyster when first put out. Vast quantities were 
dredged on the beds, and fetched from Is. to 5s. 04 
per six stones of oysters. Not less than forty boats, 
I am informed, were on the bed when the weather 
favoured. I cannot speak for the other beds in 
Blacksod, but believe many of them not in com- 
pliance with the conditions required in tlie licences. 

I do think it necessary that tlie coast-guards would 
pay more attention to the beds, as stealing oysters is 
now very much on the increase. 



10th March, 1867. 



Edmond Thomas, 



Bed No. 57. — Ballinakill Harbour. 

Sir, — I n reply to your communication of the 21st 
instant, requesting me to state my proceedings in 
reference to a licence granted to me to plant oysters 
on part of the foreshore of my property (Ballinakill, 
Co. Galway), I beg to state as follows, viz. : — 

1st. That so long a period of time elapsed from 
the date of my application to that of my receiving the 
licence, the season for planting oysters had passed, 
and I was obliged reluctantly to defer operations toa 
succeeding season. 

2nd. I have taken advantage of last summer month 
to improve the beach and ground for the .oyster bed, 
and hope in the coming summer to have the beds* 
stocked, and in a satisfactory condition. 

I, however, much fear that the space of forcsboit 
which the Commissioners have allotted to me is so 
very insignificant that I shall ho prevented realizing 
results proportionate to the outlay for forming and 
planting an oyster bed. 

• 30 January, 1807. A. E. Acheson. 



Bed No. 58. — Bullisodare Bay. 

Sir, — A bsence from home prevented my answering 
sooner yours of the 2 1st instant. 

In the course of last autumn I laid down a consi- 
derable number of oysters on tlie bed granted me bj 
tlie Commissioners. They were of different sizes, 
and were procured on the old bed adjoining. The 
very small ones I think are safe, but I fear those of 
a marketable size have been plundered. 

I was not able to detect any parties actually in the 
act of taking them ; but it is very difficult to preserve 
my bed, from the fact that, it immediately adjoins an 
old bed which, till lately, was private property, but in 
consequence of a dispute as to property or title, the 
public have recently commenced fishing it. On fa- 
vourable days there are from ton to twenty boat 
They tell me 400 per boat lias been averaged this 
season, up to the present, and they get 4s. or 4s. M 
per 100 in Sligo, to be shipped for laying down else- 
where. This bed will soon he totally exhausted, m : 
less the proprietor can assert his rights. All thes 
boats con pass over my bed, going down with the# 
to fish, and back again when returning home, and' 1 
is impossible to watch them all. However, I hope 
there may be enough left to ascertain if the place 1 
have stocked is good spawning ground, and- if so, I 
must try to persevere more effectually. 

The great difficulty here is to protect beds fro® 1 
pillage, and I do not like going to much expense ® 
stocking on that account. 

I could have purchased 30,000 of the finest young 
oysters, which would have been fit for market ned 
season, and taken less than a quarter of a mile 
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the ground, but then I had no security that they 
would not be offered to me for sale a second time. 

The last was, I think, a very good season for 
spawning in this neighbourhood. 

30 -January, 1867. E. J. Versooyle. 

Bed No. 5 9 . — Kenmare Estuary. 

Sir, — With regard to the Commissioners’ inquiries 
on the subject of the oyster bed in Kenmare river, 
granted to me in 1865, 1 beg to state, for their infor- 
mation, that we have found only certain parts of it 
likely to be productive. 

On one part of it, occupied by Colonel Holden, he 
informs me that, having laid down 15,000 oysters in 
1865, he observed in 1866 two falls of spat, but as 
the ground was foul and dirty most of it was lost ; 
but, at the same time, he saw that a number of small 
oysters, varying in size from a fourpenny to a six- 
penny piece, had attached themselves to old oyster 
shells and flags which he had placed on the bed. 
He has now placed 8,000 oysters on the bed, and is 



about to clean it thoroughly, and place old shells and Appendix. 
tiles to hold the spat as it falls. 

On another part of the same bed, Mr. M‘Ch»re Cultivation of 
who occupies it, has had it cleaned, and is laying 0jrster Beds '- 
down 60,000 oysters. 

The main difficulty of the bed seems to arise from 
the difficulty of keeping it clean of mud and dirt 
which silts down in the little streams that flow into 
it. Isuch oysters as do come to perfection are of very 
fine quality, and fatten well on the bed. 

.Eichard Mahoky. 

27th February, 1867. 

Bed No. 60. — Killary Harbour. 

Sm,-— In reply to your communication of 21st ult., 
respecting the licence granted to me for laying an 
oyster bed, I have to say that not being myself con- 
versant with the culture of oysters, little progress has 
been made as yet, so that I cannot at present give 
any information. 

1 February, 1867. K. M‘Keown. 



Howth, Uth January, 1867. 

Sir, — I have the honour, with reference to the 
request, which has been made by you, for information 
as to the progress which this Company has made in 
its curing operations, to forward full particulars as to 
what we have done, and also as to the future prospects 
of making Howth a curing station. 

The Company’s works not having been completed, 
nor the other requisite arrangements made in time 
for the summer fishing, they were unable to commence 
curing before the commencement of the winter fish- 
ing, and between tire 22nd of October and end of 
November, when the season may he said to have 
ended, they cured nearly 2,000 barrels of barrings; 
and they have found that as far as quality goes they 
are superior to the best Scotch branded, and when 
selected, only slightly inferior in size ; and the Com- 
pany are so convinced that this branch of the business 
can be carried out successfully at Howtb, that they 
have determined, in the- -ensuing season, to increase 
the quantity fourfold; and having completed the 
erection of the requisite kilns, are now engaged in 
manufacturing red herrings and bloaters ; and from 
the success they have already met, have every con- 
fidence that this will become an important branch of 
their business. 

In addition to their curing and fishing operations, 
the Company are engaged in an extensive manufac- 
ture of barrels, and at the present time employ twelve 
coopers, and are mailing 1,000 barrels per month. 

The question of curing Howth herrings during the 
summer season has received every consideration, 
with the object of competing with the Scotch houses 
rn supplying the Baltic demand ; but I would remark 
that this Company, in going into that trade, are 
labouring under the greatest disadvantage, in conse- 
quence of Scotland being favoured with a certificate of 
quality which is denied to this country, and which 
gives them an advantage of at least 10 per cent. And 
if Ireland is to enter into the trade, it is manifestly 
unjust that one portion of the United Kingdom should 
be granted facilities at the cost of another portion. 
Either the brand should be done away with, or a 
similar certificate of quality he granted to this 
country. 

With regard to Howth and its capabilities fordoing 
an extensive business in curing, I regret to state that. 
*feat difficulty exists in obtaining ground in a suit- 
able position. The west pier, which is most 
frequented by the fishing vessels, has hitherto been 
used by a few parties for the purpose of drying their 
nets, which could as well be done in the fields at Howth 
and Baldoyle, and an extensive range of ground 
would thus be set free for the purpose for which it is 
at> admirably adapted, viz., the erection of extensive 
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curing works. And I would also impress upon you Company 
the absolute necessity of making a small inner bar- (limited), 
hour for tire protection of the boats during the winter 
months, and I have no doubt a large number of boat- 
owners would gladly pay for the accommodation. 

The question has often been asked how it is that 
so few boats are engaged in the winter cod fishing • 
but the system of giving more than /ow-fifths to the’ 
men offers no inducement for owners of boats to risk 
their property for so small a proportion of the profit, 
as compared with the herring and mackerel fishing 
from which they receive one-half of the net proceeds’ 
and from the men only making a bare existence even 
on present shares. I do not anticipate any increase 
to the number of boats so engaged. 

The result of the year's fishing I should say would 
show an increase in quantity upon the previous year 
but a larger number of boats having been employed,’ 

I consider that the average take and consequent 
profit exhibits a decrease. The prices on the whole 
have been fairly supported, and were such as would 
leave a fair profit on curing. Several parties have 
followed the example set by this Company and have 
done a moderate business, and two of the principal ' 

Scotch houses sent down their agents, and did the 
same, exporting the cured herring to Scotland. 

Surprise has often been expressed that so many 
companies, formed for the purpose of developing the 
Irish sea fisheries, should have failed ; the reason I 
consider to be a very simple one. They have in 
nearly all cases turned their attention to cod, hake, and 
ling fishing ; and, as I have pointed out, the proportion 
which would fall to the share of the Company was so 
small thatit would barely cover the cost of management. 

I conceive that these fisheries can be more success- 
fully carried out by parties enming and working their 
own boats, and that the attention of companies should 
he directed to the mackerel and herring, which afford, 
under careful and good management, a fair field for 
the investment of capital. 

I cannot, in conclusion, close these remarks with- 
out thanking the Commissioners for the interest they 
take in the extension of these fisheries, and for the 
great encouragement already given by the erection of 
the sheds on the east pier— I hope to be followed by 
still greater facilities, which will give an increased 
impetus to the whole business. 

Hoping I have not carried these remarks to too 
great a length, 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) Kobert Forster, 
m t., , ,, , General Manager. 

To Edward Hornsby, esq., 

Secretary, 

Board of Public Works. 
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Arklow, 8ih January, 1867. 

Sir, — I beg to state in reply to your letter of the 
2nd inst., that the extract from the Irish Times is not 
a truthful statement of the fishery of this town. This 
extract would lead its readers to believe that all the 
large boats left off fishing for herrings for reasons 
stated by the winter, And that they are now engaged, 
and have been so for some time, oyster dredging, 
leaving only a few small boats to follow up the her- 
ring fishing to its close, although there were still 
■shoals of herrings on this coast. 

On the 27th of last October oyster dredging was 
brought to a close by the entire fleet, owing to the 
circumstance that some boats brought in large takes 
of herrings on that day, which may be stated as* the 
commencement of the winter herring fishing, which 
was prosecuted with considerable success to its close 
on the 24th ult., and during all this time and up to 
the present day, not one oyster was caught, nor were 
the fishermen such fools as to give up so profitable a 
fishing as herrings, while they could catch any— the 
fact is the shoals of herrings spoken of by the writer, 
if they were here, disappeared altogether — hence the 
true cause of this fishing having been brought to a 
close on the day stated. This winter’s herring fish- 
ing, though better than that of some years back, was 
not so profitable as that of last winter. The total 
catch for the season just now closed, may be stated 
at 20,000 mease, and the average price at 11s. per 
ruease, realizing the sum total of £ 11 , 1100 . 

Oyster dredging for the short after season, com- 
menced on the first of last October, and closed on the 
2 7 tli of that month ; but a large number of the boats 
only dredged up to the middle of the month, and 
then went to Iiowth herring fishery, so that three 
weeks for the entire fleet .may be stated as the time 
dredged up to this date since the 30th of last April, 
and the total catch within this period was 5,970 bar- 
rels, and the price at which they sold was 8s. per 
barrel, realizing a sum total of £2,388. These oysters 
were as good, and somewhat more plenty on the beds, 
than they were during the corresponding period of 
1865. The fishing boats are now preparing for 
dredging, which they will commence when the wea- 
ther moderates. 

The fishing fleet of this town is now in a very 
efficient state, and well found in all necessaries, and 
the same steady increase in the number and size of 
of the boats which you noticed, sir, on your late visit 
is still going on. There are several new boats now 
in progress of building, and a few old ones in pro- 
gress of being enlarged and made as good as new, 
and I believe I need hardly repeat that this state of 
things, so advantageous to the fishery and to the town . 
of Arklow, i3 altogether due to the improved state of 
the harbour, effected solely by the Wicklow Copper 
Mine Company, and not to any aid from the Irish 
Times, or from any other quarter. In fact, the im- 
provements and increase of these boats, kept pace 
with the improvements of the harbour. The fleet of 
the present day would have been altogether useless 
here some years back. 

I have no idea of who the writer of the extract is 

he certainly could be no Arklow man — nor do I 
believe he was in this town when he wrote it. 

I was unable, sir, to send you this report sooner, 
and I trust the cause that prevented your intended 
visit to Arklow is long since removed. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

P. Maher. 

James Redmond Barry, esq., 

Commissioner of Fisheries, Dublin. 

Arklow, 29th January, 1867. 

There is no second opinion now here, sir, as to tire 
benefits you conferred on the oyster fishery of this 



locality, by the steps you have taken in curtailing^ 
open season, and I believe these steps meet all th» 
requirements of the case. 

The fishermen can give me no information respect, 
ing the spatting of last season ; but from the supply 
of oysters when they last dredged, I would say the 
oyster has been as prolific, if not more so, this season 
than during some previous ones. Oyster dredginn 
for the present year has not yet commenced, owin' 
to the very rough state of the weather, since lien™ 
fishing was brought to a close. ° 

Owing, I believe, to the cause above stated, no 
French or other strange vessels have yet arrived lot 
the purchase of oysters, but we have one very exten. 
sive English buyer now here, who mostly sends all by 
rail viil Dublin. ' 

As to a ling or cod fishery here, it may be said that 
no such fishery exists, as it is only during the hen™ 
fishi ug we see any such fish here. The fishermen brim 
out hand lines, and sometimes use them while then 
nets are down ; but seldom under any other circum- 
stances look for ling or cod— they use herring as bail, 
and from the quantity of these fish which I have seen 
many boats bring in from time to time, I am led to 
believe that if this fishery was prosecuted properly in 
the season, as it is by the Howth and Dublin Bay 
men, it would be found to confer great benefits on the 
fishermen of this town. Steps have been taken byj 
few some time back towards this object, but I belier? 
they were not followed up with that energy for which 
our fishermen are so very remarkable in the fishery 
to which they are accustomed. If questioned as ti 
the cause of the failure, the fishermen will state the; 
have not bait, or a harbour to run to as the Howth 
and Dublin men have. I believe there is a greil 
deal of truth in this. We never see any haddock here. 

I am, sir, your obodiont servant, 

P. Maheb. 

James Redmond Barry, esq. 

Dublin. 



Arklow, 28tli February, 1867. 

. Sm, — In reply to your letter of yesterday, I beg to 
inform you that the fishermen of this town never go 
south to engage in the mackerel fishing ; they have 
no n£ts for the purpose, nor do I think they could 
easily be induced to incur the expenses of getting 
f° r a fishery with which they are not acquainted. 

They are now engaged oyster dredging, and their 
success since they commenced this season on the 3Uth 
ult., was much retarded by bad weather. There are 
six English, and several local buyers now here, bat 
the price per barrel is only 9s., Is. less than it was 
this time last year. 

I have not yet spoken to any man connected will 
this fishery on the change contemplated in the close 
time by the Royal Commissioners, but having closelt 
observed the effects of dredging on these beds for i 
number of .years, and seen with regret the marked 
falling off in the total catch of oysters that has bees 
discovered during the last four years, I am of opinioi 
the change referred to, if carried out, will destroy 
least a portion of these beds before it will be in oper- 
ation two years. There are now about 200 boats 
between Wexford, Courtown, and Arklow, dredging, 
and if this fleet continued dredging during the ad- 
ditional time spoken of, I believe the effect will I* 
what I state. Each boat now uses six dredges, aflj |; 
two of which covers more surface than the single oW 
they used formerly, and a large increase in the auffl' 
her of boats has taken place, so that the means of J| 
of catching oysters may be stated to have increased s; I 
within the last four years four fold, and no increase f 
in the ground to be dredged over can be discovered, f 
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Hence the progressive falling off in the total catch 
during these years. 

I am, sir, yo.ur obedient servant, 

P. Maher. 

James Redmond Barry, esq. 



P.S. — This is intended, sir, for your own private 
information, and I would take it as a favour that 
none of my communications should appear in the 
Dublin newspapers. 



Appendix, No. 10. 



International Exhibition of Fisheries, Boulogne-sur-mer (France), from the 1st August to 
the 16th September, 1866, under the patronage and the honorable presidency of His Excellency 
Count de Chasseloup-Laubat, Lord of the French Admiralty and Minister of the Colonies. ^ 



I. Prefectoriat, Decree instituting the Exhibi- 
tion. — II. Decree constituting the Committee 

III. Programme. 

I. Prefectoridl Decree. 

The Prefet of the Pas-de-Calais, Officer of the 
Imperial Order of the Legion of Honour, of the 
Royal Order of Leopold of Belgium, High Officer of 
the Order of the Nichan-Iftiliar, Member of the Com- 
mittee of Council on Education, &c. 

Considering the decision, dated 9th January, 1S65, 
by which His Excellency the Lord of the Admiralty 
and Minister of the Colonies approves the project of 
an International Exhibition of Fisheries at Boulogne- 
sur-mer (Pas-de-Calais) ; 

Considering the operations of the provisional 
Committee instituted in this town under the Pre- 
sidency of the Boron de Farincourt, Sous-Prefet of 
the district of Boulogne. ; 

Considering the fishing trade in the Pas-de-Calais 
as having an exceptional importance and consequently 
a title to the advantages consistent with due regard 
to the public supply and the prosperity of the 
country ; 

Considering that the best means to attain this 
object, consist in developing emulation among die 
various people who devote themselves to the same 
trade, and in obtaining by a particular study of the 
different systems, the peculiar features of those 
presenting the most certain advantages ; 

Considering that International Exhibitions tend 
most desirably to facilitate progress in every branch 
of human labour, and that trials already made in 
Holland as well as in Sweden, more particularly 
with regard to fisheries, have exercised a favourable 
influence upon this useful industiy ; 

decrees : 

Art. ] — That an International Exhibition of Fish- 
eries, of which his Excellency the Lord of die 
Admiralty and Minister of the Colonies will be re- 
spectfully invited to accept the honorable presidency, 
shall take place at Boulogne-sur-mer (Pas-de-Calais) 
miS66. 

Art 2. — That a Committee is definitively instituted 
at Boulogne to prepare the programme and die 
material and financial organization of the exhibition.^ 

Ihe Committee, who will have for President the 
Prefet of the Pas-de-Calais, for Vice-president, the 
Sous-Prefet of Boulogne and for honorary Vice- 
presidents, the Mayor and the President of die 
Chamber of Commerce of the town, will moreover be 
. composed of eighteen members, of whom six to be 
f “° m mated by the Chamber of Commerce, six by the 
Municipal Council, and six by the Government, who 
will select them from among those persons whose 
special knowledge or standing may command the 
most firm reliance. 

| , 3. — That the Committee will themselves 

|| g Ken< ^ 10 &e choice of a Secretary and Assistant 
P„ secretary. 

|| ,^ rt - 4 — ’That the Committee will prepare a plan 
s' itn.the view of appointing a precise date for the 
| the exhibition at Boulogne, also of 

making general arrangements: 



1. For the usual formalities to be carried out for 
the admission to the building ; 

2. For the classification, reception, and installation 
of the various articles ; 

S. For the safety of commercial drawings and 
inventions; 

4. For the constitution of the jury and the distri- 
bution of prizes. 

Art. 5 . That the Committee in proposing members 
for the constitution of the international jury on 
whom will devolve the distribution of the prizes, will 
include as Member by right, the accredited agent 
of each State whose products will be shown at the 
Boulogne Exhibition. 

Art. 6.— That the Sous-Prefet of Boulogne is 
charged with the execution of the present decree, 
which will be submitted to the approval of His 
Excellency the Lord of the Admiralty and Minister 
of the Colonies. 

The Prefet of the. Pas-de-Calais, 



Arras, lJth June, 1805. 



Signed, Levert. 



MINISTERIAL APPROVAL. 

The present decree lias been approved hy decision 
of the Lord of the Admiralty and Minister of the 
Colonies (Count de Chasseloup-Laubat), under date 
of 5th July, 1865, and I-Iis Excellency has at the 
same time accepted the honorable presidency offered 
him. 

II — Decree constituting the Committee. 

The Prefet of the Pas-de-Calais, &c. 

Considering the decree of the 14th June, 1865, 
relating to the Exhibition of Fisheries in project at 
Boulogne ; 

Considering the decision of His Excellency the 
Lord of the Admiralty and Minister of the Colonies, 
Honorable President of the said exhibition, under 
date of the 5th of July, 1865 ; 

Considering the deliberations of the Chamber of 
Commerce and of the Municipal Council of Boulogne, 
nominating the members of those meetings who are 
to form part of the Committee for the exhibition of 
fisheries ; 

decrees : 

Art. 1 — That tlie undermentioned are nominated 
members of the Committee of the International 
Exhibition of Fisheries to be opened at Boulogne, in 
1866, under the patronage and the honorable 
presidency of His Excellency the -Count de Chasse- 
loup-Laubat, Lord of the Admiralty and Minister of 
the Colonies; 

Manceaux, Officer of tlie Imperial Order of the 
Legion of Honour, &a., State Counsellor, Presi- 
dent at the Admiralty of the Permanent Com- 
mittee of Fisheries and of the Maritime 
Demesnes; 

Adam (Alexander), Officer of the Legion of Honour, 
High-Officer of tho Persian Order of the Lion 
and Sun, Knight of the Order of the Lion of 
the Netherlands, President of tlie General 
Council of the Pas-de-Calais, formerly Mayor of 
Boulogne, &c. ; 

F 
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De Poueqites d’Herbingben, 'High-Qffieer of the 
Legion of Honour, Rear-Admiral, Member of 
the Admiralty Council ; 

Ducampe de Rosamel, Commander of the Legion 
of Honour, Rear-Admiral, “ Major-Gendral de 
la Marine” at Rochefort, &c ; 

Coupevent-Desbois, Commander of tlie Legion of 
Honour, Rear-Admiral ; 

Cottin, Knight of the Legion of Honour, Master 
of Requests at the State Council, Member of the 
Permanent Committee of Fisheries at the 
Admiralty ; 

Fontaine, Knight of the Legion of Honour, 
Member of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Boulogne, formerly Mayor of Boulogne ; 
Hurct-Lagaclie, Member of the Chamber of 
Commerce of Boulogne ; 

Lelieau, Ivuight of the Legion of Honour, 
Member of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Boulogne ; 

Lonqudry, Ivnigbt of the Legion of Honour, 
Member of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Boulogne ; 

Leglaive, Member of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Boulogne ; 

Temaux-Crouy, Member of the Chamber of 
Commerce of Boulogne ; 



Vidor, Member of the Municipal Council ; 


Lecerf, 


do. 


Bouclet, 


do. 


Larch e, 


do. 


Crony (Ad.), 


do. 


Heuin (Joseph), 


do. 


Art. 2. — That the Sous-Prefet of Boulogne, Vice- 



President of the Committee, will attend to the 
execution of the present decree. 

Signed, Leveet. 

Arms, 26th August, 1805. 

III. — Programme of the Exhibition. 

The special object of the exhibition is to popularize 
the knowledge of the following subjects : — I, The 
means employed by different nations at the present 
day, for the carrying out of fresh-water as well as 
of sea fisheries : — 2. The process in use for the 
preparation and preservation of the produce of the 
fisheries, and also the various uses to which this 
produce is applied : — 8. The appliances made of the 
products to the different arts which derive advantage 
therefrom ; — 1. The documents supplied by science 
showing how seas and rivers can be re-stocked and 
how the losses sustained either from natural causes, 
or from the fisliiug grounds being too heavily or 
improperly worked, can be repaired. 

The exhibition will therefore include all things 
relating to : 

1 . Ocean and inland-sea fisheries, from that of the 
whale to that of the smallest fish. 

2. River, lake, canal, and pond fisheries. 

8. Breeding of fish in seas and rivers. 

The exhibition will he divided into thirteen sections 
in the following order : 

1. Fishing craft and models of same, rigged or not 
rigged, with the various parts of their rigging — 
and fish-wells. 

2. Clothes and different articles made use of in all 
latitudes, as outfits for fishermen. 

3. Articles or utensils required for the fitting out 
of fishing-craft, machinery, and tools for the 
manufacture of these articles. 

4. Nets, lines, fish-hooks, harpoons, and otherfishing 
tackle, as well as the raw material, machinery, 
and tools employed in fabricating the same. 

5. Various kinds of tan or other preserving sub- 
stances for nets. Apparatus to be employed 
therewith. 

6. Natural and artificial baits and all articles 
needed to prepare and preserve them. 

7. Instruments or apparatus for curing, salting, 
preserving, and drying fish. 



8. Samples of the different qualities of salt em. 
ployed in the salting, with a statement of the 
producing country and the prices. 

9. Samples of fish prepared such as is or might be 
delivered to the trade. 

10. Utensils employed for the packing and tran$. 
mission of fish. 

11. Commercial productions from fish intended 
for household economy, agriculture, the arts 
&c. The direct yield of fisheries ; — corals, 
sponges, shells, mother-of-pearl, pearls, &c. 

12. Models of basins, beds, wattle-fences, vases 
boxes, and other instruments or processes em- 
ployed in fish-breeding and the art of reproducin'' 
mollusks. 

13. Special works on fisheries and the breeding 
of fish documents and writings of all kinds 
intended for the practical instruction of fisher- 
men ; — drawings, water-colour paintings, pho- 
tographs, plans, and other productions of the 
fine arts relating to the fisheries and to any of 
the trades which are supplied therefrom. 

The exhibition will take place at Boulogne-sur- 
mer, near the harbour, in a hall which tlie town 
has just erected, also in the annexed buildings which 
the Committee will raise according to the number 
and extent of the articles to be exhibited. The ex- 
hibition will be opened on the 1st of August, 1866, 
ancl will be closed on tlie 16 th September following. 

Persons wishing to exhibit are to inform the Com- 
mittee of their intention by letter prepaid; corre- 
spondence can now be sent to the Committee, but 
none will be received later than the 1 5th April, 1 866, 
a condition which will be rigorously enforced. The 
letters, directed “ to the Secretary of the Committee. 
Exhibition of Fisheries, at Boulogne-sur-me 
(France),” are to indicate exactly the articles to be 
exhibited, their nature, dimensions, weight and value. 

Communications can be made direct to the above 
address; — also through the medium of the French 
Consuls and agents abroad, — or through the inter- 
vention of His Excellency the Lord of the Admiralty 
and Minister of the Colonies of France. 

Carriage expenses, there and back, as well as those 
incurred for maritime and fire insurance of the 
articles exhibited will be borne by the Committee, 
provided, however, the exhibitors follow tlie instruc- 
tions given them by the Committee in reply to their 
inquiries for the forwarding of the articles. 

The objects admitted to be directed in the same 
manner as the letters to the Secretary of tlie Com- 
mittee of the exhibition. No articles accepted after 
the 15th June, 1866. 

The Committee wishing in the interest of industry, 
commerce and science, to give to this exhibition all 
the splendour and importance due to such an under- 
taking, appeal to the kind assistance of all learned 
societies and those of industry and acclimatization, 
also to the help of author’s, editors, artists, ship- 
owners, fishermen, manufacturers, and merchants of 
all countries. In return for the support which 
exhibitors and correspondents may give for this essen- 
tially useful enterprise, the Committee will be happy 
to render any service which may lay in their power. 

The utmost care will be taken of the article 
exhibited. A descriptive catalogue will be printed 
and distributed, thus ensuring a wide publicity for 
the exhibitors. After the closing of tlie exhibition a 
report will be published mentioning the prize 
obtained, the description of the most useful objects 
and the various appliances which might be made of 
the knowledge and information derived from this 
exhibition. 

The Committee will solicit from the Imperial 
Committee of the Universal Exhibition (which is to 
he held at Paris in 1867), the favour of an admission 
for those objects, coming from abroad, which tlie 
owners shall agree to leave in France for that purpose. 

Every facility will be given to exhibitors for the 
sale of their products and other various articles sent, 
which, however, must not he taken away until the 
exhibition be closed. 
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The prizes will consist of gold, silver, and bronze 
medals, also of honorable mentions, and in certain 
cases, of sums intended specially to obtain the 
ameliorations indicated by the Committee or by the 
international jury constituted by them. 

The study of natural history will be facilitated at 
the exhibition by means of a large aquarium con- 
taining live specimens of the principal kinds of fish, 
Crustacea, and mollusks of our seas. This aquarium 
will form the crowning piece of the already important 
collections of the Boulogne Museum. 

The museum and the town library will be opened 
daily during the exhibition. 

Aquariums belonging to private parties will be 
admitted, the Committee undertaking to provide tire 
uecessaiy attention. 

The Prefet of the Pas-de-Calais. 

President of the Committee , 
Levert. 

The Sous-Pret'et of the District of Boulogne, 

Vice-President , 

Baron de Farincourt. 

The Honorary Vice-Presidents : 

Trudin- Roussel, 

President of the Chamber of Commerce. 

Livois, 

Mayor of the Town of Boulogne. 
£ouloyne-sur-mer, 3 1st August, 1865. 



Report on the Boulogne Exposition Inter- 
nationale des Peches. 

9th October, 1866. 

In conformity with your instructions, I proceeded 
to the Boulogne Exposition Internationale des Peches 
to fulfil the duty as one of the jury for awarding the 
prizes to the various exhibitors, to which office I had 
been nominated by the French Government. 

The proceedings were inaugurated by the Prefet 
and other functionaries. I was placed on sections 1 
and 3, having for their objects fishing craft and models, 
and articles and utensils required for the fitting out 
of fishing craft ; and, as the only representative from 
the United Kingdom present, was requested to act 
also on sections 12 and 13, which comprised models 
ofinstruments or processes employed in fish breeding 
works on fishery drawings,. &c. 

The naval commandant of the district was appointed 
president of 1 unci 3, and Monsieur De Champeaux, 
Capteme de Vaisseau, Chef des Bureau des Peches, in 
the office of the Minister of Marine, Paris, occupied 
the same post on 1 2 an d .1 8. 

Tile exposition was held in. the Halle aux Poissons, 
a new building for the first time in use, situated on 
tne quays, and admirably fitted, both by construction 
encl locality, for the purpose for which it is intended, 
one portion being exclusively set apart for the sale of 
herrings, which forms so large an item in the fish 
ommerce of the port. As regards the various articles 
mibited there is very little room for remark, almost 
Having been previously exhibited ; hut the models 
wpr! r the specimensofnets, cordage, canvas, hooks, 
strn mo f < ‘ excellent,. and some of beautiful con- 
ofA®* sma11 steam engine. for the construction 
8 mg-nets seemed to possess considerable merit, 
contivf, W01 j lced ky a woman, who had. it in perfect 
in „ ’ a . executed its work with great rapidity and 

knntf!f eil ° r marmer > and avoided the slipping of the 
the W? m . 0n f t0 most mac hine-made nets. Perhaps 
EnelSh ° { lts , value is its bein S purchased by an 
| , net manufacturer of Poole. 

tielS. . ,? ls f " rn , islled fe y tbis department told ex- 
laddev^- Ve ’ • aud t,10u gk the fish passes and salmon 
•thev Weus were somewhat rough in construction, 
Ithe I/ c . onve y®d tlieir meaning, and exemplified 
comp c C 6S in natural obstructions are over- 

varionc i 8S t0 admit the Passage of salmon. 'The 
and stake nets, and the models of a 
and corragh, as used on the west coast of Ire- 



land, also excited interest, and were honourably men- 
tioned in the award of the jury, and have been applied 
tor the great Paris Exhibition of 1867. 

I noticed as worthy of mention, hoping that it may 
prove useful, a preparation endu.it metallique, prepared 
by Lavergne et Dalbeque, of Dunkirk, for the coating 
of vessels, to prevent the growth of marine grass, and 
the consequent fouling of their hulls. It was stated 
by an ancien capitaine of Dunkirk, who was one of 
the jury, to be most efficacious, and ho gave the name 
oi a vessel that had been nine months afloat, a portion 
ol her hull paid over with the composition bein«- 
quite free from any sort of vegetation, whilst the 
remainder was grass-grown. My attention was called 
to a publication which was placed on the table of the 
room appropriated for our use, by Monsieur Duhamel 
du Monceaux, Member of the Academy of France 
F.R.S., Ac., called the “ Traite General des Peches ” 
and the “ Histoire des Poissons,” 1 764. The author 
devoted a considerable portion of his life to . the com- 
pletion of this work. He gives a description, both 
by plates and letter-press, of all the engines- and 
methods for the capture offish, both in liis own time 
and for ages previous; further, the method of. arti- 
ficial propagation of fisli, -.with its various appliances 
m every stage. Alter the costume of the figures and.: 
the fashion of the utensils from 17.74 to 1867, and 
you. have- an exact counterpart of the appliances, for 
pisciculture of the present day— nay, the very hooks 
nets, lines, weirs, cruives, cribs, modes of fishin<*- by 
day and night, are exactly delineated as now practised. 
\vhcn in Paris I searched the old book shops and,: 
stalls on the Quai Dorsay, but failed in obtaining a 
copy of Monsieur Du Monceaux’s work. 

Though not strictly connected with the exposition, 
the aquarium which is being constructed at Boulogne 
is admirably contrived for the exemplification of the - 
habits of various kinds of sea fish, that I cannot -avoid 
mentioning it. It is situated at the commencement 
of the wooden pier, and has an unlimited quantity of 
salt water pumped every tide by a steam engine, 
which also supplies the “ Ecole de Natation.” The 
form is that of a gigantic rock, and the material hollow 
bricks, covered with cement, to imitate rock, the water 
tanks for the fish being plate glass, with reflectors so 
placed that the bottom as well as the side and top can 
he seen, and every motion of their inmates shown. 

It was not nearly finished when I saw it, but was 
explained by gentlemen who are directing its con- 
struction, who mentioned that it would afford accom- 
modation sufficiently large for codfish, conger, &c. and 
will doubtless prove interesting and attractive. 

On the part of the Fishery Commissioners I pre- 
sented to the Committee of the Exposition a complete 
set of tlieir fishery reports and a map of Ireland, with 
the sites of the various oyster beds marked for which 
licences had been granted up to the latest period. It was 
rather fortunate that I did so, as I found that a. map 
had been exhibited (by a person from Dublin calling 
himself a “ Commissioner,” but of whose existence as 
such I was utterly unaware) with oyster beds extending 
with slight intervals all round the coast, extending 
for miles from. the. shore, and affording much per- 
plexity to many gentlemen who had devoted labour 
and study to the subject of oyster -culture. The map 
and fishery reports, on the termination of the Exposi- 
tion, will he deposited in the Boulogne Museum and 
Library, which, is large, complete, well arranged, and 
much prized by the inhabitants. 

Having been invited by Monsieur De Champeaux 
to visit him at his office in Baris, when he promised 
to show me anything of interest relating to the mari- 
time fisheries of France, I waited on him at the 
Ministere de la Marine, and was very kindly received. 
He explained much of import, and presented me 
with a selection of books and pamphlets contain-, 
ing laws and regulations of the fisheries. He also 
acquainted me that the Department des Peches en- 
tirely approved of .the recommendations contained in 
the Board’s last fishery report to Parliament, and that 

F 2 
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it has been translated into French and published in 
the report of the Minister of Marine for circulation, a 
copy of which he gave me. He further acquainted me 
that a series of experiments had just been completed 
by the French Government, extending round the 
entire coast of France, having for its object reliable 
data on which to found regulations as regards restric- 
tions or otherwise on trawling and capturing fish in 
certain localities, depths of water, and periods of the 
year. . Fish of every description have been taken along 
the coast, every particular being noted with the 
greatest care, as regards its size, kind, and condition ; 
habits, whether in shoals or otherwise, whether inigra-. 
tory or frequenters of the coast, the places of capture, 
together with their particulars recorded on maps, the 
whole being now under consideration — Monsieur De 
Champeaux kindly promising to furnish me with the 
result. I cannot avoid calling to mind that exactly 
or very similar experiments have been for years past 
recommended by you to be carried on by the Coast- 
guard round the shores of Ireland, and for precisely 
the same result — namely, whether an unrestricted 
capture of fish at all times and places might be per- 
mitted or not. The French Government, as I under- 
stood, do not incline to unrestricted capture at 
present 

I append Monsieur Ds Clmmpeaux’s letter and list 
of books which accompanied it. He having expressed 
a desire for a map of Ireland showing the oyster 
layings similar to that presented to the Exposition 
Internationale at Boulogne, for the use of liis depart- 
ment, I forwarded one accordingly. — It' would be 
ungracious in me not to mention the courtesy and 
attention I received at the hands of all whom 1 came 
in contact with in the discharge of my duties, and 
during my visit; and at the same time to mention 
that my humble services in connexion with the 
Boulogne Exposition were recognised and acknow- 
ledged, and a silver medal awarded me. 



E. Hornsby, 

Secretary. 



(Translation.) 

. “ Ministry of Marine and Colonies. 

“ Paris, 2nd October, lte 

“ Sir — 

“You will find herewith different documents relating to lcgiskta 
upon the const fisheries in France. As I have already lud a 
honour of telling you, our legislation is in process of transfonuatio, 
and wo shall not bo able to establish it in a solid manner until > 
shall be based upon practical experiments. 

“ These experiments are being carried out at tins moment. 
have been already in operation these four years upon the whofc 
extent of tire sea-const, and everything furnishes reason to ernes 
that we shall be shortly in a position to derive from these dm 
ments the means of revising our legislation. 

“As to what more particularly relates to oyster culture, we ft 
everything in our power to apply to the oyster beds, always covend 
with water, those methods of working whoso success has been £ 
monstrated on the Hat shores between high and low water. The, 
banks are the real source of ostreal production, and it is therefe 
proper to treat them in a rational manner. With this object i 
cannot but recommend the divisional system, which consists;; 
leaving in reserve a portion, estimated at a fourth or a fifth of ft. 
beds, which the fishermen should be allowed to work. 

“ By this means every oyster laying ought to yield an aim®' 
return, and we can remove, without inconvenience, all the oyaer, 
large and small, from the dredged part : further, the action of ft 
dredge cleanses tlio bottom and prepares it admirably for the enstiir: 
season. 

“All the reasonings to which the Royal Commissioners appoint! 
in England, in accordance with a vote by Parliament, have coj 
mitted themselves, appear to me more specious than solid, in £ 
that which relates to the oyster industry. 

“ What is necessary to be done in the matter is this 1st. T 

leave at all times, upon the bottom, the quantity of oysters sees 
sary for TC-stoeking ; 2nd. To prepare the bottom for the receplk 
of the spat. 

“Sncli are the views on which the French Government hencefud 
relics for the regulation of the oyster fishery, and in which it da 
all in its power to make the fishermen participate. Without ft 
concurrence of the latter, nothing can be done. It is also necessn 
to unite the fishermen in associations or companies, under ft 
direction of a jury, in each of the fishing centres, in order to sect 
the co-operation of those interested witli the intentions of t 
Government. 

“ A certain number of associations of this kind arc already fone 
or are in course of formation. 

“Accept, &c., 

“ (fltgticcf) P. Du Chammsadx." 

Monsu. I-Iornsby. 
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Report to the Emperor. 

Paris, May 10, 1862. 

Sire, — In your untiring solicitude for our sailors, 
your Majesty ordered me to study the means of 
freeing our coast fishing from impediments which 
might cramp its development, to encourage it in 
its undertakings, in fine to give to the population of 
the sea shores every facility for developing an in- 
dustry which supplies valuable resources for public 
consumption. 

For nearly a year, Sire, I have endeavoured by 
successive measures* to conform myself to your 
benevolent intentions, but it appertains solely to a 
decree of the Emperor to change the vules laid down 
by acts emanating from your authority, and previous 
to altering the rules in force, it was uecessary to study 
the regulations in respect of the facts to which they 
are applied. J 

A Commission-)- composed of competent men de- 
voted to the interests of the sailors, has, therefore 
received orders to visit the whole sea shores of the 
Empire, to convoke the fishermen of each quarter, to 
interrogate them, to listen to their observations,’ to 
examine the implements and the methods they make 



use of, m fine, to search for all tlio improvement 
which could possibly be introduced into the regull- 
tions under which they are placed. 

It is alter these minute inquiries that I have prt 
pared the decree on the coast fishery. Having beet 
examined by the Superior .Commission appointed 1? 
the Imperial decision of the 20th March, 1801, JS 
(the decree) has been submitted to the deliberations 
of the Counsel of the Admiralty, whose entire appro 
nation it has obtained ; and I now present your 
Majesty with so much the more confidence that it 
completely enters, I trust, into the views which jw 
were pleased to point out to me. 

This decree, Sire, allows entire liberty to o»| 
fishermen. ; 

Beyond certain limits§ which, in the interests ® 
the preservation of species it has been deemed necs 
sary to assign, they will be henceforth permitted t ; 
give themselves up to their industry as they m*!| 
think best; and if certain restrictions may bo tern 
porarily applied it will bo at tlieir own request, ii 
their own interest, and because they will have deemed 
it necessary, whether it bo in order to secure f# 
themselves the taking of migratory fish, or to spareilK; 
production of certain beds. In fact, the very lim®; 



t This Commission was composed of Messrs. Dufour de MontlouU Pnntoin Tt vJ , . , Febr uary and lOtll March, 18G2. , » 

Captains of Frigates ; Fillean, Commissary of Marine, Chief of the Offkwof theVuif^ ltt Vaissier0 Motct and BonWA 

nUached to the College of France-, and Layrlc, Lieutenant of Vessel, Secretary hivin^o ,i°vl h0 * Iln,stl!r of Marino; Gerbc, Natural 
• f I his Commission is composed of Messrs. Fabvre, Vice-Admiral a ^‘berative vote. 

Cottin, 1st class Auditor at the Council of State ; Kratz, 2nd class Auditor at tlm° % Ca ? *2'" ° f V essel ’ Dllrot ’ Cn P fain of %■ 

if- ’ ’ - nauass Au<lltor at Council of State; Nod, AssistaAt Commissary of* Si' 



§ Three miles off the strands left uncovered by the sea at low water Ti,;« .. 

August, 1839, between France and Great Britain. ' 1 aesi ^ es > distanco fixed by the Convention of ^ |i 
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which the decree fixes in a general manner will dis- 
appear everywhere, when, from whatever cause it may 
be, there will be no important reasons to maintain 
them. Within those limits every facility will be 
granted to different kinds of fishing. Uniform rules 
arc established in regard to the implements which 
are to be used, only prescribed for the meshes of 
nets, sizes fishing below which (without much advan- 
tage to those who make use of them) would destroy 
great future wealth. 

But. for the very reason that a great latitude is 
thus given, it might become necessary to interdict, 
at times, fishing on some parts of the sea shore, so 
as to secure reproduction, or to guard the preserva- 
tion of the fry. The researches to which the depart- 
ment of the Navy and Science have been for some 
time given up will perhaps enable us some day to 
determine with some certainty the parts of the shore 
which each year, and successively, it might be im- 
portant not to work. It was therefore indispensable 
to preserve the power given besides by the law of 
1852, of establishing, as they may be called, Canton- 
ments, and thenceforward to proclaim the temporary 
interdictions which the well understood interests of 
maritime populations themselves might call for. 

Moreover, if the observations made up to this day 
have enabled us to get an insight into the necessity 
of certain restrictions for the future, they have already 
led us to distinguish, as to the establishments which 
may be created on our coasts, those which are really 
hurtful, and which we can remove, and those on the 
contrary, which, without any serious inconvenience, 
can supply produce every day more sought for. 

It is thus that, on the one hand, while maintaining 
the legislation now in force with regard to fisheries, 
the decree proclaims as a principle that fish reservoirs 
will be allowed to be established on private proper- 
ties accessible to sea-water, leaving it at the same 
time, for the rules of authorization to determine, in 
the interest of the police and of surveillance, the 
conditions of the working. 

In fact, whilst the fisheries often destroy in one 
single tide innumerable quantities of fry, the reser- 
voirs preserve them, a.nd offer them, so to speak, 
a shelter where they may grow ; and as the species 
which naturally frequent those reservoirs are little 
varied, the proprietors, in order to obtain and pre- 
serve those which are most valuable, will have to get 
them by fishing, so that, without injuring that in- 
dustry, they will be able to contribute new and plen- 
tiful resources to a consumption which increases and 
developes itself every day in proportion as the net- 
work of our railways extends itself. 

In fine, Sire, in the impossibility of regulating the 
different kinds of fishing subject to customs so varied, 
in localities placed in conditions so different, the 
decree entrusts to the Maritime Prefects the duty of 
prescribing by special decrees the measures of police 
and of order necessary to prevent accidents and col- 
lisions, and to guarantee to sailors the free exercise 
of their industry. 

These rules, moreover, do little more than sanction, 
ancient rules existing from time immemorial, and 
which fishermen themselves have made in their own 
interests, but to which experience alone can bring 
useful modifications. 

Such are the principal features of the project which 
I had the honour of submitting to your Majesty, 
while respecting the prescriptions of the conventions 
of 1839 and of 1 843, of which it could change nothing ; 
d frees our fishermen of the minute rules which for- 
pwriv, perhaps with reason, existed, but which, now, 
in .face of the progress accomplished, and of our rela- 
tions with other nations, could not subsist without 
serious injury to an industry with which such great 
t and powerful interests are connected. 

? Inspired by the liberal spirit which the Emperor 
; extends to all that concerns the prosperity of the 



45 

country, this decree will be received by the population 
on the sea-shores as a new benefit from your Govern- 
ment. 

I am, with the most profound respect, Sire, your 
Majesty s most humble, most obedient, most faithful 
servant and subject, 

(Signed), The Minister of the Navy and of the 
Colonies, 

Cte. P. de Chasseloup-Latjbat. 



Napoleon, By the Grace of God and the National 
W ill, Emperor of the French. To all present and to 
come greeting. Considering the law of the 9th 
January, 1852, on coast fishing. 

Considering the decrees of the 4th July, 1853 and 
of the 19th November, 1859. 

Considering the advice of the permanent Commis- 
sion of Fisheries, and of the Naval Demesnes, 

On the part of our Minister, Secretary of State for 
the Department of Marine and the Colonies, the 
Counsel of the Admiralty having been heard, We have 

decreed and do decree what follows : 

Art. 1. The fishing for all kinds offish, crustoceous 
and shell fish, except oysters, is free during the whole 
year at a distance of three miles off the strand left 
uncovered by low water. 

The fishing for oysters is free from the 1st of Sep- 
tember to the 30th of April on the banks, (not within), 
or situated three miles distant from the coasts, with 
all boats, docked or not, and of any tonnage. 

Fishermen are bound to observe, in the seas situated 
between the coasts of France and those of the United 
Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, the prescrip- 
tions of the Convention of the 2nd of August, 1S89, 
and of the International Rule of the 23rd of 
June, 1843. 

Art. 2. On the request of the skilful men amongst 
those fishermen, of their agents, or, failing these, of 
the assignees of mariners, certain kinds of fishing 
may be temporarily forbidden on a stretch of sea 
beyond three miles from the sea-shore, if such measure 
is called for by the interests of the preservation of the 
beds, or of the fishing of migratory fish. 

The decree of interdiction is issued by the “ Prefect 
Maratimes." 

Art. 3. Within three miles from the coasts, the 
taking of fish, crustoceous and shell fish, except 
oysters, is allowed during the whole year, by night 
and by day, under the following conditions : — 
lstly. Fixed nets, single, double, or treble ,* and 
nets with pockets, must have meshes of at least 25 
millimetres square; they may be made use of in 
boats or otherwise. 

2ndly. Floating nets’) are not confined to any size 
for the meshes. Assimilated to floating nets are fixed 
nets, the foot rope of which is raised so as to leave an . 
interval of at least 20 centimetres entirely free under 
the said foot. 

Srdly. The “ seine 4 grand jet,” (vide page 14, 
section 3, paragraph 3), must have meshes of 25 
millimetres square. The sizes of the meshes of the 
nets used in the Mediterranean remain such as they 
have been fixed by the decree of the 19th November, 
1859, when those sizes are less than those prescribed 
by the present decree. 

Art. 4. All nets, implements, and engines, destined 
for special kinds of fishing — such as those of eels, 
small fry, small sardines, shrimps, and fisli of the 
smaller species, are not subject to any condition of 
shape, size, weight, distance, or time. 

The using them is notified to maritime agents. 
They can be used only for the kinds of fishing to 
which they are adapted, and for which they have been 
notified. If they are used otherwise they will be 
considered as being prohibited, 
t vi‘ Xe4 nets are tll03e wlli ch, kept at the bottom by the means of stakes or weights, do not change their position once they were set. 
tlj bottoin 8 DCtS arC 111088 float at tllB wiU of the wind, of tte current of the wave, or pulled by a boat, without ever touching at 
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The use of spears, hooks, and dredging implements 
for shell fish is only a subject for police orders and 
regulations. 

Seines and nets for taking smelts and mullets are, 
if there is occasion, regulated by the Maritime Prefects. 

Art. o. Continues to be prohibited tlie use of bag 
nets, nets with poles, and other nets with pouches, in 
rivers, canals, and at their mouths. 

Art. 6. The use of “ filets tr&inants ” (trawls)* for 
taking all kinds of fish, can be authorized on the 
proposal of Maritime “ Prefets,” by decrees of our 
Minister of Marino and of the Colonies, at a distance 
less than three miles from the coast, in the localities 
where, either on account of the depth of water, or for 
any other reason, it offers no inconvenience. 

These nets must have meshes of at least 25 milli- 
metres square. 

In no case are trawl nets to be used within 500 
metres of oyster hods. 

Art. 7. All kinds of fishing, in whatever way it may 
be, within less than three miles from the coast, can, 
on a fixed extent of tlie sea-shore, be temporarily 
interdicted, when the interdiction is acknowledged 
necessary to guard tlie reproduction of species, or for 
the preservation of the spawn and of the fry. 

The interdiction is declared by an Imperial decree. 



Ait. 14. The provisions of the anterior decrees and 
rules which are contrary to the present decree aw 
and remain repealed. 

Done at the Palace of Tuileries, May 10, 1862. 

Signed : Napoleon. 



The Minister of State of the Navy 
and Colonies. 



Signed: P. de Chasseloup-Lauiut. 



of the Colon ios. 

Ait. S. The Maritime Prefects fix by decrees tlie 
times of opening and of closing the fishing for oysters, 
on beds within bays, and on those situated at less 
than three miles from the coast. 

They decide upon the oyster be.ls which are to be 
worked. This fishing is prohibited before sunrise 
and after suuset. 

Unless an exception is made by the Maritime Pre- 
fects, in the interest of the cleansing of ovster beds, 
fishermen must immediately throw back into the sea 
the dirt, gravel, and fragments of scales, as well as 
small oysters below the regulated size. 



The Minister of the Navy and of the Colonies to 
the Maritime Prefects, Chiefs of the Naval Service 
Commander of the Station of the Fisheries of the 
Channel and of tlie Northern Sea, aud “ Cornmis- 
saires” of the Naval Department. 

(2nd Direction, Staff 3rd, Office Fisheries and Naval 
Demesnes.) 

Paris, 12 tli May, 1802. 

(Coast fishing. Notification of a decree dated 10tl 
May, 1862.) 

Gentlemen, — A decree of the Emperor dated 10th 
of this month introduces important modifications in 
the system of coast fishing. I should call your 
attention to the chief provisions of an act whose' aim 
is to give to our fishermen, as well as to the popula- 



■ , f . p ^Pennl decree i s to give to our fishermen, as well as to the popula- 

1 ttmr «»* tkm of the seashores, new facilities for practising . 

i ... o° . industry with which so many interests are connected 



industry with which so many interests are connected 

Ait. 1. The Art. 1 establishes as a principle that 
all kinds of fishing, except that of oysters, on which 
it imposes only a temporary interruption, prescribed 
in almost every country, is free the whole year at three 
miles off the strand left uncovered at low water. 

It is not ns limit of the territorial sea that we haw 
thought proper to adopt that distance ; the territorial 
sea has never been well defined, and the internatiom | 
right has nothing precise in this respect, but the 
Convention of the 2nd August, 18119, having con- 
sidered the distance of three miles as being sufficient 
to protect the industry of fishermen in every country, 



iay be deposited there instead of being thrown lack 

ciple that beyond three miles fishing may be prohibited 
under certain circumstances. 

.V.C1.1UU ocu wmer. • Section 2 — I have not hesitated in propos- 

The decrees of authorization issued by our Minister ° f ^ P vovisiou wl 'ich, in differenl 

7 Marine and of tlie Colonics determine according ^“^rs, imposed conditions as to tlie tonnage and 
, talMa and extent of the places, the ’conditions ill™ J-ms "’“ s •**"■* “ 



™ me small oysters, ttiev 

may be deposited there instead of being thrown had- 
to the beds. 

Art 9. Trenches and -reservoirs for fish may, after 
authorization, be established on private properties 
receiving sea water. 



of 



— „„„ uciermme, according 

to the situation and extent of the places, the conditions 
ol working these reservoirs. 

Depfits of oysters, mussels, and shell fish, are 
allowed on private properties by conforming to the rules 
Art. in. In future, no fishing place shall be estab- 
lished either on the naval demesne or on a private 
property. 1 

Holders of fishing places actually existing are 
obliged, when required, to justify their titles io the 



property, or the acts of authorization, withiJa^time ^ eSe restj ; aints ma y be of sucb a 

to be hereafter determined. f? ur f. as aot . to 8 lve ground for any well founded 

a j. i • t, ■ ...... . . Obieet.inn Mieii* a 



to be hereafter determined. 

Art. 11. It is prohibited to fish for, to cause to be 
fished for, to cure, buy, sell, transport, or to make 
any use whatever. 

1st Jfish which have not yet grown to the length 
ol 10 centimetres, measured from the eve to the 
loginning of the tail, unless they are reputed migi-a- 
tory fish, or belong to c species which, at the adult 
age, remains below that size. 

2nd. Lobsters ancl spiny-lobsters below 20 centi- 
metres, from the eye to the beginning of tlie tail 

3rd. Oysters under 5 centimetres. 

Art. 12. Maritime Prefects determine bv decrees 
all measures of police, order, and precaution requisite 
to prevent all accidents, damage, collisions, &c. and 
to guarantee to sailors the free exercise of fishin’w 
■ A '' fc - ,! 3 '. Al ! dcci ' eas issued by Maritime Prefects 
m. mattei of coast fishing are submitted for the 

Colo’S' 011 ° f ° Ur ilJiuister of Marine aud of the 



Art. 2. The Art. 2 is an exception to the principle 
by which all fishing, except that of oysters, is free 
beyond the three miles limit, without distinction of 
time and of implements ; it makes provision, in fact, 
tor cases when, in the interests of the preservation of 
tlie beds or of the taking of migratory fish, certain 
modes ot fishing may be temporarily interdicted. 
.But, m order that these restraints may be of sucb a 
nature as net .1 r J • 



“Filets tr 



,. ,. ; , ~ lor any weu lounaeu 

objection, their necessity must bo plain to all, or, at 
least, to a great number of the parties interested.it 
is tor that reason that the request should emanate 
from the latter. 

You will remark, however, that the article does not 
determine m a rigorous manner how this request 
should bo made. In fact, the local customs, the 
organization of the associations, offer conditions so 
diiierent according to localities, that it was necessary 
to confine oneself to stating the principle of fie 

SV en ?, l0n °f fishei ' mcn or of *eir representatives, 

and to allow the most complete latitude to tlie way of 
exercising that intervention. 

3 * 4 - Whatever may bo the names which 
they bear in each locality, all nets or implements for 
nsmng may be grouped, as my circular of the 25th 
March 1 &oi, shows, into lour different classes 
ixed nets, 

Floating nets, 

Trawl nets, and 



" WM, to tho bolt™ by ™™rfw, ishBplM at fh.W ^ ImlMm 
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Nets and implements not classified in the under- 
mentioned species 

Section 1 . — Fixed Nets. 

In fixed nets, other than nets with pouches laid in 
currents (see Art. 5), meshes acknowledged to be 
sufficient to allow the free passage of the fry is the 
chief point to regulate. Once the size of meshes is 
well determined, it only remains to make provision 
for certain special kinds of fishing, such as that of 
eels. As to the sizes of nets, as to their shape or 
disposition, as to the hours during which they can be 
fixed or set, the regulation of this ought to be subject 
to police measures, and orders varying according to 
localities, time and circumstances, and may well be 
left to the arrangement of the local authorities. 

Section 2 . — Floating Nets. 

Floating nets are those which move at the will of 
the wind, of the current, of the waves, or pulled by a 
boat without ever touching the bottom. Under these 
conditions, those nets catch scarcely anything but 
migratory fish, such as herrings, sardines, mackerel, 
Ac. ; they, therefore, have no influence on the de- 
struction of the fry or of the spawn, and, conse- 
quently, should not be subjected to any size of 
meshes. 

Section 3. — Trawl Nets. 

Whatever is the denomination which trawl nets 
bear, whether they are called “ dreige," “chalut,” 
“gangui,” Ac., it is generally acknowledged that it is 
difficult to prescribe for the meshes or weights of 
these nets, provisions which may effectually protect 
the fry. Fishermen are continually inclined, besides, 
to 11 strengthen” the bottom of the nets, an operation 
which renders all restraint to the mesh almost delu- 
sive ; in fact, experience proves that the ravages caused 
by this net are more important in proportion as it is 
used nearer to the land. 

The only rational regulation for such an imple- 
ment could, therefore, be found in determining the 
distance at which it may be trawled. This is what 
Art, 1 provides for. 

The only question in Article 3 is that of the 
•‘Grande seine a jet," a special dragging net, the 
mesh of which it is useful to determine, on account 
of the places where it is used, and of the slowness 
with which it is worked. 

Section i.— Divers Nets and Implements. 

=; The above classification is advantageous, not only 
; because it does away with the regulation of useless 
details, as it simplifies the police of fishing, but 
again because, grouping in one single list all the 
Kinds of fishing usually practised in France, it has 
only a few exceptions in the application of the rules 
common to each class. Those exceptions are, for : 
instance, as to fixed nets, those which are nsed for 
| 1116 taklD g of eels, small sardines, Ac.* When those ■ 
particular kinds of fishing are in question, what is of 
importance is not to fix on the size of the meshes, as 
I j“ es f implements must necessarily attain tlieir aim, 
a t° watcb wel1 ll0w th ey are used, so as to prevent 
a fisherman from changing the special destination of 
; ms net to use it for fishing in any other manner but 
| “ at lor which the implement is allowed. 

m * 5 ‘ Art ‘ 5 the consecration of one of the 
ir “^necessary prescriptions to maintain, and which , 
| J “ stlfies itself, for, through the effect of the current, • 
W ? et ? to whieh it refers, stretched in rivers or 
, anais, become most destructive in the places where . 
me hy has most need of protection. 

Art. 6 The provision of Article 1, which forbids 
• J* nets at a distance less than three miles from 
tiM« S t i nncovered by the low water is suscep- 
iteration in such parts of the sea where the 
L. °f th e heds, the depth of the water, or any other 

S C r 0Uld allow 11 t0 be altered. This is what 
e b provides for ■ but it is well understood that 



Maritime Prefects, when authorising those exceptions, Aerann. 

ought always to secure the preservation of the oyster- 

beds. J Rules for the 

Act. r On the very account of the facilities which £u£ Ks ““ <r 
the new decree grants to fishermen, it was necessarv HvTb.y .1 
to leseive the ease when the interest of the reprodum Stations, 
tion should require the “Cantonment” of certain 
parts of tho coasts. This measure, besides, can be 
declared only by an Imperial Decree. The fu lfill in <r 
of the preparatory formalities gives, then, to the sea° 
shore population every guarantee that the temporary 
interdiction of such or such kind of fishing on a deter- 
mined part of the sea-shore will be decreed only after 
a very serious inquiry. J 

f: . Th f 8 is ’ in fact, the reproduction of 
the Article 4 of the law of the 9th January, 1852 
Moreover, you will remark that the Maritime Prefects 
alone are henceforth invested with the right of issuing 
decrees for the opening or the closing of oyster-beds. 

It results also, from this Article, that the Prefect 
can adopt extraordinary measures concerning the 
cleansing of the beds, and that, in localities provided 
with establishments fit to receive the small oysters 
there is no inconvenience to allow fishermen to 
deposit them there. 

Art. 9. One has for a long time confounded fish 
reservoirs with fisheries properly so called. There 
are, however, between these two kinds of establish- 
ments, essential differences. The “ Pecherie” act in 
such a manner as to retain the fish surprised by the 
falling tide, whilst, generally, there is in the reservoirs 
but a very small number of species, such as mullets 
and eels, which, when fry, enter freely by the rather 
narrow apertures formed by the meshes of the appara- 
tus meant to prevent the egress of the fish which has 
attained a certain size. 

Without doing any serious harm to fishing, the 
reservoirs can therefore offer precious resources to 
public food, provided that tho authorizations given 
prescribe a mode of working which will not permit 
'of their being turned into real fisheries. The estab- 
lishing those reservoirs will, besides, be allowed on 
private properties only. The naval demesne is a 
public demesne which cannot be alienated, the use of 
which ought to be exclusively preserved for the popu- 
lation of the sea-shores, whether they give themselves 
up to different kinds of fishing, or whether they go 
there to gather what the sea brings them. ' ° 

Art. 10.’ So the Art. 10 proclaims anew this prin- 
ciple, that henceforth no fishery will be established 
on the public maritime demesne, and in applying this 
prohibition to private properties, this article does 
nothing else but maintain an indispensable prescrip- 
tion to guard interests which legislation should protect. 

Art. 11. Beyond exceptions mentioned in Art. 4, 
there is no special fishing for such or such kind of 
fish. One finds at the same time at the bottom of 
a trawl-net, for instance, Crustacea, oysters, fish 
which are round, long, flat, Ac. Now, if it is neces- 
sary to interest as much as possible the fisherman in 
not using prohibited nets or implements, by forbid- 
ding the taking of fish, Crustacea, and oysters which' 
have not reached a certain growth, it is, on another 
hand, very difficult to establish, in order to attain 
this end, as many sizes as species, when we have been 
able only to fix one maximum of meshes precisely, 
because the generality of implements for fishing, 
especially fixed and dragging nets, are meant to cap- 
ture all kinds of fish. 

In this case it lias been deemed wiser to adopt only 
one size for all fish, which it is forbidden to catch or 
to use in any way whatever. We thus free the regu- 
lation from complications which are not required by 
an absolute necessity. 

Art. 12. Tbe conditions of the fishing which is 
carried out by a meeting of boats Or of individuals 
vary according to localities. By making them general 
we would run the risk of opposing without necessity, 
local habits which may perfectly well have their 



*■ As to dragging-nets, those which are nsed for catching shrimps, small fry, &c. 
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Appendix, motives ; we might even cause expense to fishermen 
Kulesfor the "which would not be justified by public interest. The 
Coast Fishing Art. 1 2 permits, then, henceforth, to Maritime Per- 
in the fects to take in each department measures which are 

Five Nava 1 fully authorized by Article 3, paragraph 11, of the 
StaUon ‘- Jaw of the 9th January, 1853. 

Such are. Gentlemen, the principal provisions of 
the decree of the 10th May. Their object is, as you 
see, to free our fishermen from a regulation which 
really ought not to exist any longer. I wish you 
strongly to impress upon yourselves the liberal feel- 
.ngs which have inspired this act, and I doubt not 



but, with your assistance, the new “regime" 
which we have just entered will exercise a favours!? 
influence on the condition of our fishermen, and t 
the development of coast fisheries. It is a result 
important to attain, that each of you, I am convince 
beforehand, will follow it without relaxation, with l 
much devotedness as perseverance. 

Receive, &c., 

The Minister Secretary of State of the Navy andc 
the Colonies, 

Signed, ~_Cte. P. de Chasseloop-Ucb« 



Oyster 

culture. 
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Department of Fisheries. 

Office of Public Works, Custom House, 
Dublin, 80th January, 1 867, 

Dear Sib, 

When I had the pleasure last November of passing 
a very agreeable day at Hayling Island in examining 
your oyster ponds, you kindly permitted me to write 
to you for any further information on the interesting 
subject. I am most particularly anxious to know 
whether there is any indication by the appearance or 
otherwise of young lobsters, that your hopes of 
success in the cultivation of that valuable fish would 
he realized. 

I am also desirous to know the precise dimensions 
of the hurdles which you use as well as their cost. 
I believe the bark has been allowed to remain on ; 
where are they made ? If I remember rightly they 
are laid horizontally, and 1 should like to know at 
what distance from tire bottom, and how they are 
supported and kept steady ; do you find the hurdles 
or the crockery which you use better, or do you not 
find the flint pebbles the best receptacle for tlie spat? 

I earnestly hope that the enormous spatting which 
I saw is progressively advancing towards maturity, 
and that your really well managed and most interest- 
ing establishment is'continumg to prosper. 

The frost here has done much mischief in those 
beds which are occasionally exposed, and the weather 
has been so wild and bad that our great east coast 
oyster fishery has hardly commenced yet. 

Pray excuse this trouble, and believe that I shall 
a* all times be most anxious to reciprocate. 

I am, my dear sir, very faithfully yours, 

(Sigued), J. Redmond Barry. 

George W. Hart, esq., Mingham, 

Hayling Island, Havant,. 



Hollyhush, Hayling Island, 

4th February, 1867. 

Dear Sir, 

During the whole winter and up to present time, 
I have kept so much water over the lobsters, that I 
have not been able to see to the young; the old 
ones are continually hatching ova, however, which 
looks well ; they are again in foil “ being we have 
not lost a single spat as far as our examination 
goes, from the cold winter which has been so severe 
that for twelve years we have not seen the like. 

Our hurdles vary in size according to the locality 
they come from ; some are made to pattern 7x3, 
others are the ordinary sheep-hurdles, such as I can 
get ; they cost me about one halfpenny per square foot 
of surface. I still think wbod the best for spatting; 
hut after another summer I hope to know more about 
the matter. 



If you look in next Saturday’s Field, you nai 
possibly see a letter or article by Francis, who 
down here last week. 

I am, dear sir, yours faithfully, 

George W. Habt. 

J. R. Barry, Esq. 



Oyster Culture. 

Successful Oyster Culture. — Hitherto it has bea 
generally supposed that the system of oyster cultun 
followed in France, and which has been so success!' 
in many places in that country, was inapplicable' 
our waters. It was thought that the general test 
perature of the water was too low for the effecthi 
development of the process. Several partial attempt- 
have been made to carry it out at various places oi 
our coasts, but not only have they generally failed! 
give any successful results, but' they have failed a 
completely as to leave no encouragement wbatera 
to the projectors to continue their attempts. These 
attempts, however, were probably made by persoui 
who had hut an imperfect knowledge of the French 
process, and who thus made some fatal oversigLt 
in the arrangement of their apparatus. It is satisfy 
tory then to find that the system has been successfully 
carried out at Hayling Island. In the harbour tliere 
a company has become possessed of 900 acres of 
ground, this harbour being a great inlet of the set 
similar to that of Portsmouth harbour, and situated 
at a few miles to the east of it. A large portion of 
the harbour has been cut off by the embankment o! 
the railway which runs from the mainland to 
the south of Hayling Island, and within this is 
situated the 900 acres referred to, the embankment 1 
by tlic aid of sluices, giving the company a perfect 
command over the water supply. Parts of the ground 
have been divided off and set apart for various pur- 
poses, some for parks and spawning grounds, some 
for growing and fattening grounds, others for the 
cultivation of other molluscs than oysters, or the more 
valuable Crustacea, and others as viviers for fish 
Hitherto, however, the company have only tried t« 
branches of their undertakings, — those which would 
be most likely to pay well if they succeeded. The 
one is oyster and the other lobster breeding. F® 
the latter purpose the company had a suitable reseiwoir 
constructed, and stocked it towards the end of ih* ; 
season with a score or two of breeding lobsters ; nnd 
the result is that they have now in their ponds t 
thousands of small lobsters passing through 
unprofitable stages of babyhood. The oyster pm* * 
has been made on the side of the old Salterns, oysters »' 
being laid down, and collecting tiles placed to receive ^ j, 
the spat in the most favourable positions. It * 
scarcely a month since the oysters commenced t® ff 
throw out the spat, yet already the collecting dies 1 



fa. 
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jj 8 ve been covered with the young oysters. The 
embryo taking to the tiles, and fixing itself firmly to 
them without difficulty, the tiles are covered with 
oysters, the number of which may be imagined 
when we say that there are about twenty-six oysters 
to every square inch of tile. The experiment has 
been carried out at a small expenditure (four acres 
only out of the 900 having been occupied by the 
present park), and the produce promises to be con- 
siderable, which is something to tire general public, 
if it leads to other enterprises of the same kind and 
a downfall in the price of oysters . — Pall Mall Gazette. 



A visit to Hayling Island , 9 th February. 

Being recently at Southsea, I was curious to see 
the arrangements and works which were made by 
the South of England Oyster Company at their 
station at Hayling Island, and which resulted in the 
first occasion of any note upon which oysters have 
been produced, or rather attached, by artificial assist- 
ance in this country. Many attempts have been 
. made to carry out the French system in England, but 
they have more or less failed— partly, as I believe, 
from a lack of sufficient' warmth of temperature, and 
partly (perhaps mainly) from the want of that clean- 
liness which is so indispensably requisite as regards 
the materials laid down for the oyster spat to fix on. 
The usual plan has been to select some place not 
well adapted for the purpose, and to prepare the beds 
or tanks well beforehand, to lay down the tiles or 
faggots in good time, so as to catch, or the reverse, 
the earliest spat, but not to put the oysters into the 
ponds or tanks until they are required, for fear of 
injuring their health by confinement, &c. The 
consequence of this has been that the oysters are laid 
down too closely to the spatting time, and the great 
and sudden change at such a delicate period may 
reasonably be supposed to affect the result seriously. 
Then the water is allowed to enter freely with the 
flow of the tide, and is sure to bring sediment with 
it, and tire consequence is that the laying down of 
tiles, hurdles, or bavins, so as to be in good time, is 
absolutely suicidal, as not a tile, &c., should be placed 
untd the oysters are all but spatting. Indeed, if a 
few of the earlier ones have spatted, so much the 
better. If the collectors are deposited too early a 
little mud or slime settles, or some confervoid growth 
or greasiness on the surface of the material takes 
place, which is fatal to the attachment of the spat. 
Having premised so much, I will give an account of 
™at I saw and what I heard at Hayling, and it will 
seen how the measures adopted there bear upon 
tne above principles. 

A short distance from the shore, along the west 
coast of the island, runs a portion of the embankment 
ot the Hayling railway, which was designed also to 
‘ m, . ose a 1 nd reclaim a large tract of the mud land. 
?° cl ° scd s P ace tb -e South of England Company 
thought of taking up for oyster culture. The railway 
J® ^“ehow failed, and consequently the embank- 
ment has not been carried out, so that the enclosure 
corn P lete . and the company have therefore 
of th * ^ S °P e od saltworks upon the eastern coast 
•1 the island, and have turned the reservoirs and pits 
when P a F^ S- -And it was in the chief reservoir, 
the prim™ 6 ° ld i ™ r3 \ s f ere formerly supplied, that 
season P A ,y + adUeV i ed their success during the past 
L manv ' ^yster cultivation has been carried on in 
Weon Jr Langston and Chichester harbours, 
beln “tS ,C ^ Tsland is situated, but it has 

ovster« fm 3D i , Way of Preparing and fattening 
it i g . “arket than by artificial production ; and 
lef l l * 8 , Saga f ity , of Mr - Hart, the manager 
Peen / n °vT yS ,. WO mf’ that the P resent sc heme has 
Suited "to tbf ° Ut ‘ ThS salterns > Plough naturally 
Reservoir w P Y P ? S ®’ are ver y hmited in extent, the 
'fotlit+io mg ^ ^° ur acres ’ and the pits covering 
t T?» “d therefore the company 
engaged in taking in two, much larger areas 



on the west coast of the island. These consist of Appendix. 

two separate ponds, one twelve and the other eighteen n 

acres in extent. A comparatively short embankment Culture 
on the harbour side has been needed to cut off and 
enclose these spaces. Sluices have been constructed 
to let in or to drain out tlie water. The bottom has 
been partially levelled, so that the depth varies from 
2 ft. to 12ft. The ponds are now being shingled. 

This process, however, is not carried out all over the 
ponds. In the one it is left in patches, and in the 
other in strips, so that there shall be left a good pro- 
portion of the natural soil, in order that, while an 
ample surface of shingle is left for catching spat, 
the character of the water shall not be too much 
altered in case it should be found the mud surface 
gives off nourishment which may he required by the 
spat or brood, and that the entire deprivation of this 
acts deleteriously upon the growth of the brood. The 
water is only admitted at the top of the tide, so that 
the clearest possible water and the least amount of 
sediment may be obtained ; and if the water in the 
harbour should, by reason of high winds or any other 
circumstance, be rendered thick and turgid, it is not 
admitted at all until it has cleared again. This is a 
very necessary precaution, as if it were not adopted 
the shingle beds would soon be covered with a thick 
deposit of mud, which would render any chance of 
catching spat on the shingle hopeless. Double 
gratings in front of the sluices are employed to catch 
and retain floating weeds and rubbish, and the adits 
are to be still further protected by fascines, through 
which the water will have to percolate, while they 
will also serve to prevent the spat from escaping into 
the harbour. They or course will be periodically 
changed, so as to keep the way clear and clean. The 
ponds are not yet finished, but a large number of men 
are at work upon them, and the progress is veiy 
rapid and satisfactory. The expense too is much 
under the original calculation, — there is every con- 
venience both by rail and water for the conveyance 
of materials, while the main requisites, such as shingle, 
clay, &e., arc abundant on the very spot. It would 
be impossible to have chosen a more suitable site, 
nature having already done so much for the company, 
and it would be difficult, under the circumstances, to 
make arrangements better, or more likely to conduco 
to success. 



When the time arrives these ponds will be properly 
stocked with oysters, and as soon as they are ready 
to spat, the hurdles, tiles, and other matters intended 
to catch and retain the spat will be put down in a 
variety of forms, and it is to be hoped that the clean 
fresh surfaces thus presented to them will induce 
the embryo oysters to settle upon them. If this 
should happen this next season, and the experience 
of last year be verified, then the problem of oyster 
culture in this country will be solved, and there need 
be no further apprehension as to our oyster supply. 
For there ai'e hundreds of places around our coasts 
which are capable of being utilised iu the same way 
as the mud lands of Hayling, and it will not matter 
a great deal to any one but the fishermen themselves 
if they succeed in destroying the whole of our public 
beds, as they are doing ; for the quantity of brood which 
may be produced if these operations are successful 
will be so great that the only difficulty will be to find 
suitable spaces to grow and fatten them on. 

The salterns to which I was taken by Mr. Hart lay 
on the eastern shore of the island. Here I found a 
clean, clear salt-water pond of some four acres in 
extent, and from two to three feet deep. This is the 
reservoir which formerly fed the salt pans. It is 
fed by the water from Chichester Harbour at spring 
tides only, so that it is for a considerable period per- 
fectly still water. The bottom is mud, and Mr. Hart 
had shingled a portion of it about the shores, and in 
patches towards the upper end. From the lower end 
a drain leads out of the pond to the salt pans, and 
carries off the overflow when the water is coming in. 
When this pond was ready (which was about the 
middle of April), 60,000 deep-sea oysters were depo- 

G 
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Appendix, sited in it, upon tbe patches of shingle above men- and the little fish, the substance of which was ?oir.[. 

Ovater"’" tioned, and these were allowed to remain there with- what bigger than a pin’s head, was easily (listing 

Culture. out being disturbed until -June (when they showed able. If I remember aright, no spat were deposit 

signs of spatting). As soon as they were ready to in the first, or upper tray of the series, nor even i: 

spat (not before), hurdles very similar to those com- the second or third, but in the fourth they cluster 

monly used for sheep-folding were suspended over as I have described. In another tray a quantity 

the oysters by means of stakes driven into the mud, spat, quite a large patch, had settled on the bo tip 

the hurdles lying parallel with the bottom. This plan of the tray, exactly under the spot where the sp,'; 

has a double advantage. The spat strikes the hurdle delivered the water iuto the tray ; here, whore 
as it rises, and if there he any sediment at all it greatest motion and turmoil of water must necessaii 
would settle on the upper surface, while the under be, the spat had, as it seemed to me, most capricioi' 
would naturally be clean. In due time the oysters settled. Elsewhere there might he a stray grain 
cast their spat, and about the middle of July, in ex- spat or two, but the chief settlements were as aU- 
amining the hurdles, Mi 1 . Hart found them to be mentioned. 1 confess freely that, while looking ■ 

literally covered with spat, and particularly those this cistern and these trays, and the ditch outside,; 

portions which were nearest to the oysters. Mr. was greatly puzzled, and various ingenious theori 
Eohb, au active managing director of the company now widely in vogue as to the conditions the spats- 
(whose capital little work called “ Successful Oyster quires to fix itself appeared to he porlously disturb! 
Culture," embodies an account of the process), some Why did not some of these oysters settle in i[ 
time since told me that a somewhat curious fact was drain ? Was it because of tbe water being in rootk 
also observed, — viz., that wherever the rind of the That could hardly he, for there is a strong tideway 
twigs composing the hurdles was darkest in colour, Ar each on, and it may be said to be always in raotic 
there the oysters were invariably the thickest, but there ; and again, why .wait to he pumped up into, 
where the bark had been peeled off, or where the cistern, and failing in settling in the still water, the 
substance of the wood was exposed by the splitting to be run through a narrow pipe to the outer far, 
of the sticks, there were no oysters. Whether the and when in the first slate tray, in comparatively qi 
sap or natural moisture still remaining in the wood water, why did not some of them, at least, ser. 
was distasteful to the young oyster or no, or whether there ? But no, they go on from the first to li- 
the clean smooth bark presented a harder and more second, and so to the third, and hardly a spat settle 
suitable surface, must of course he speculation ; hut yet when they arrive at the fourth tray (all tbe tit 
there certainly appears to be some such reason why being of slate, and as like as it is possible to be : 
the oyster preferred the hark to the exposed wood, material, shape, cleanliness, &c.), they all of a ai 
But besides the quantity of oysters attached to the den take a fancy to crawl out of the water up I- 
hurdles, which is roughly estimated at 5,000,000, a wall, a distance which, to such a diminutive cream 
very large quantity of spat has since been found to would equal some miles to us, and there they att 
be deposited on the shingle laid down, and not on themselves all in a row, to the number of sorneb, 
the shingle alone, hut fragments of stick, &c., have dreds, to be moistened only by capillary attract: 
taken a portion, while even the rushes which grew on actually thriving well in such an apparently unnaia 
the hanks have in parts been discovered to be coated position ; while a mass of others grip fast hold ofi 
with oysters, and Mr. Hart cannot, of course, form bottom immediately under the full weight and la 
any reliable opinion upon the quantity which are dis- moil of the stream from the delivoiy pipe, the rest 
persed in this way about the pond. the tray being comparatively destitute of them— i 

As I have said, from the pond a narrow drain apparently playing at follow my leader, like ft flock* 
carries off the overflow. Here the water is often run- sheep, for it could not be supposed that therein 
ning pretty freely, and in this ditch a very few traces any special attraction in tlioso particular spots onl 
of oyster spat were found, hut towards the outlet of slates. Who, after tins, will rashly proclaim hiina 
the ditch a small windmill, or rather wind pump, a pundit, or a qualified midwife in oyster obstetric 
pumps the water up into a large wooden cistern, and I have seen much that is wonderful and puzzling! 
the sides of this wooden cistern have been found to relation to the oyster during many years’ acqusiff 
be rather thickly coated with oyster spat, which is ance and study of him, but nothing so' wonderful, an. 
now very distinguishable, varying from the size of a also so puzzling, as this. 

threepenny piece to that of a sixpence ; so that un- After this I inspected the salt pits, which con 
barked wood, and wood, too, which might even be about two acres, and are divided into small spaces! 
supposed to be greasy, was not, in this instance, ob- means of narrow gravel banks. These were » 
jected to by the oysters. But it must be remembered ready for the oysters until some time after tbe res 
that this was well seasoned and, perhaps, well salted voir was stocked; in fact, it was nearly June, orcte 
wood, and it is common enough to find old piles and upon the spatting season, before the oysters were la 
old lock gates, See., thickly coated over with oysters, down on them, when 200,000 oysters were laid dor. 
Therefore, I rather incline to believe that the presence and beds, and tiles as collectors, yet no spat of *; 
of the sap in the new wood of the hurdles was the consequence was found on them. Now, wo®' 
chief objection, and that old, well-seasoned hurdles compare the conditions that existed in the two exp® 
would not be found to present the same obstacle to ments that the points of difference may be estimaW- 
the oyster’s fixing itself. In the reservoir the water is for a long time still;* 

But perhaps the most curious fact of all remains the pits, through which all the water flows, it is g# 
to be told. Mr. Hart desired to hatch some fish rally moving, though very slowly indeed. 1“^ 
spawn, aud to that end provided half a dozen slate reservoir it is all one open bed ; in the pits, thooS 
troughs of the usual form employed in artificial fish they communicate, the space is divided off by ba^ 
hatching, and putting a small pipe into the above so that the beds are more or loss improved, and* 
cistern, carried it through into the boiling-house semble large tanks somewhat. Yet we find fron^ 
where the troughs were set up, thus feeding the tank before alluded to that tanks are not object!® 
troughs from the cistern. Aftor a time he noticed a able. Four times the numbers of oysters, bow® 1 
quantity of oyster spat in one of the trays which had were laid down in a much smaller space ; query, 

attached itself to the slate, but most singularly it was they overcrowded in these confined spaces? h®! 

mostly above the surface of the water all along one reservoir they were laid down six weeks before*! 
side of the tray, where it could only obtain moisture • spatting season, so that they had plenty of ti® c % 
by capillary attraction up the side of the tray. There naturalise themselves to the change. In the piB ^ - 
W u 8 - U i. a “ick row above the surface of the water to such time was given them, while the change fro® 1 ® % 
the height of a half or two-thirds of an inch. open deep sea to the confined narrow pits was ■ % 

How it got there I do not pretend to decide, hut it greater than in the reservoir. In the reservoir l®** :• .t 
appears to do well, and now varies from the size of a les were used ; in the pits, tiles ; but tiles aBS’‘| 
pea. to that of a bean. I scraped one of them off, well enough elsewhere, so that if .they weyeckaJ 1 “ , | 
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c a nn nt affect the case. As regards temperature, I 
took the following notes from Mr. Hart’s book, in 
which he registered it. 

On the 21st of -June, at eiglit in the morning, the 
temperature of the water was 59°, during the day it 
rose to 70°, and in the evening it sunk to 58°. On 
the 2:2nd it was 6 2°, 70°, and 58°; hut we will tabu- 
late it, taking the highest and lowest temperature 
during the twenty-four hours : 



June 21 70 58 June 26 74 

jnne 22 70 58 June 20 76 

June 23 70 60 



BEG. 

, 70 
. 63 



Juh' 2nd. — In the day the temperature ranged 
from 73° to 54°, and in the night from 63° to 50°. 
After this time the maximum was never above 60°. 
How there is an excess and irregularity about these 
temperatures which I account for thus — during the 
time when these high temperatures occurred, I expect 
it was the time of high spring tides, when alone the 
water enters the reservoir. These high temperatures 
only occurred for one fortnight, and then ceased; 
that is, just as long as spring tides last : coming up 
over miles of flat mud that had been heated in the 
midday sun. The water naturally acquires a very 
great additional heat, and this accounts for these high 
and unusual temperatures. When this water flowed 
into the reservoir, of course it raised the temperature 
greatly, but after a time it fell again down to about 
60° or thereabouts, which would be its natural level, 
the midday sun of course having its share in the 
work ; but it is quite easy to understand that, even 
with the midday sun in action, there would he a con- 
siderable difference between tire water of the harbour 
just outside the reservoir and that within it just 
previous to the water entering on it. Unfortunately, 
this fact did not occur to Mr. Hart, so that he did not 
compare both at the same time. It may be that the 
water having time to cool, and flowing out in a cooler 
state from tire reservoir to the pits, was not so high in 
temperature in tire pits, and this, too, may have 
affected tire spatting. At Arcachon, where they 
always have a spat, and that, too, in tire open tide 
way where there is always a flow of water , the summer 
mean temperature is 1 5° centigrade, which is about 
65° Fahrenheit, and this probably would he some- 
where about the mean temperature obtained during 
the indicated period at Haylhig. In the new ponds 
preparing it will be in the power of the managers to 
let in water, not alone at the top of the springs, but 
at the top of all tides if it be reasonably clear and 
clean, and thus they will be able at all times to com- 
mand a more or less high temperature acquired by 
the natural caloric given off from the sun-heated 
mud-banks ; and, added to all this, the natural cli- 
mate of Hayling is remarkably mild and warm, so 
that I think there is every reasonable probability that 
they may, as far as our knowledge at present extends, 
count upon some measure of success. 

But to return to the young brood. The only point 
Mr. Hart felt uneasy about was how he should winter 
me brood, and whether, if we had a hard winter, his 
httle charges would have strength to stand it. He 
determined to try, and accordingly he removed his 
• hurdles up into the shallow pits. This would he 
thought generally a great mistake, but it has been 
mund in hard frosts that the oysters in ten or twelve 
ieet of running water die largely, while in two feet of 
comparatively still water they do not die. It has been 
me custom at Emsworth to winter the oysters by 
bringing them out of the deeps into the shallows, and 
ms has been found to answer thoroughly. Mr. Hart 
ollowed this experience, and his pits were in the late 
ard weather all frozen over thickly; and when the 
i T rost wen t the oysters were none the worse for it, as 
avouch, having inspected them. The ice acted 
' h v, ° Veat coat > su PP ose < and kept the coid out ; 
| « the most curious fact in tins way was evidenced 
fm™ 6 ^ 100 ^ on slate trays, which were literally 
“°zen up in ice, being crusted over by it, and they 
• *s° were none -the worse for it. These are facts 



worthy of some little investigation, as they are cer- Appendix. 
tainly rather opposed to the general belief. n 

Close to the boiling-house were two small pits, in Culture, 
which some breeding lobsters had been placed. 

These some time since shot their head, and one pond 
contains a large number of small lobsters not bigger 
than small shrimps, but they keep down amongst the 
stones and gravel, and are little seen, though they 
are known to be there, and devour anything which 
is thrown to them. In the other pond some large 
breeding lobsters are kept, and Mr. Hart told me a 
curious circumstance relating to one. They eat the 
rats freely with which the island abounds, and devour 
other offal. A large lobster had made his den behind 
one of the hurdles under the bank. One day Mi*. 

Hart dropped some sprats into Master Lobster’s hole ; 
he immediately seized hold of one, and after inspect- 
ing it carefully, he backed out of his hole, and then, 
holding the sprat in his claw, pitched it away from 
him as far as he could, with just the gesture and 
action a boy uses at “ chuck farthing;" he then weiit 
back to his hole, seized another, brought it out, and 
threw it to a distance in the same fashion, and so he 
served the whole of them one after the other, and 
having turned out the intruders which he had no 
wish for, he re-entered his hole to enjoy his otium. 

After inspectingnumerous microscopic preparations 
of oyster spat in various stages, portions of oysters, 
cite., I took my leave of Mr. Hart, well pleased with 
my visit. 

Francis Francis. 



Extract from the “ Journal of the Society of 
Arts,” 22ml March, 1867. 

Fifteenth Ordinary Meeting, Wednesday, March “20th, 

1867, the Right Hon. Stephen Cave, m.p., Vice- 

President of die Board of Trade, in the Chair. 

The following interesting paper on 11 Successful 
Oyster Culture,” was read by Harry Lobb, Esq., 
one of the Directors of the South of England Oyster 
Company: — 

The paper I shall have the honour of reading to 
you to-night is on the subject of “ Successful Oyster 
Culture,” and lias been called forth by the dearth of 
oysters, and the consequent great increase in price 
of this favourite mollusc. The cause of this dearth 
is constantly being inquired for. Many reasons have 
been given, most of them erroneous ; I will therefore 
endeavour to lay before you the true cause of the 
increase in the price of Hie oyster, and the way to 
reduce it to its normal figure, “ fourpence a dozen, 
retail, for the best natives." You must excuse me if 
I do not refer to the ancient Britons or Romans, or 
any of the more remote oyster-culturists, as I shall 
hardly have time to consider more than the last ten 
years of the science. 

The cause of the great price of oysters is their 
scarcity. The demand for oysters has increased 
with the population and the facilities for traffic 
the price has increased, — the dredgermen have in- 
creased in number’s, and, after having exhausted the 
home beds, they have done the same with the Scotch 
and Irish beds, until at length all the available 
oysters have been eaten up, and none left to restock 
the beds. This state of things is not peculiar to the 
British Isles; our neighbours found themselves in 
precisely the same condition about the same time. 
Singularly enough, the English, unlike their usual 
method of behaviour in case of difficulty, began to 
mourn over tlie loss, and to search for some cosmical 
cause for the disease ravaging their oyster beds. True 
there was a disease, bearing the fatal name consump- 
tion ! but this was not discovered at the time. The 
French, led by M. Coste, and under imperial patron- 
age, at once set about to remedy the evil. All my 
hearers are acquainted with the story of the mason 
of the lie de Rd, M. Bceuf, who established the first 
artificial breeding bed ; his success led to an immense 
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industry, where some 2,000 proprietors of beds raised 
some hundreds of millions of oysters ; but as I do 
not consider the lie de Re system adapted to our 
shores, I pass it over, merely recording the fact, as 
the first success, and the origin of all future attempts. 
Let me, however, chronicle a few statistics of the 
Rivedoux beds, premising that the labour bestowed 
is not hired, but simply that of the proprietor’s and 
their families, at such times as they can spare from 
their other avocations. The following is the result 
of the sale of oysters from the beds of Rivedoux, 
about a mile in length, by 150 yards in width: — 
From 1859 to 1860, £126; 1800 to 1861, £320 ; 
1861 to 1862, £1,520; and from 1802 to 1863, 
upwards of £2,000. 

M. Coste now took the matter up in a scientific 
spirit, and having been informed of the complete 
denudation of oysters of the bason of Arcacbon, he 
turned bis attention to this spot. The bason of 
Arcaehon, situated near Bordeaux, is a land-locked 
indentation of the Bay of Biscay, a narrow channel, 
admitting the tide. It is a very large area of almost 
pure sea-water, two small rivers, the Leyre and the 
Teste, emptying themselves into it. There is one 
island, and at low-water very extensive banks are 
exposed, but at low spring tides there are 2,000 acres 
laid bare, and between these, deep channels draw off 
the water from the banks. It was these 2,000 acres 
M. Coste considered best adapted for bis experiments, 
for being exposed for two hours twice a day during low 
spring tides, it afforded this time for working the beds, 
andyetthe oysterswerecoveredatallothertimes. After 
a month’s study, M. Coste made bis report, in which 
he speaks of the bason of Arcacbon as “ a veritable 
mine of wealth, which, by judicious cultivation, mi*»hfc 
be made to yield from its 2,000 acres of bottom, un- 
covered only at low spring tides, an annual revenue 
of £600,000.” There being no oysters left in the 
bason for breeding purposes, others bad to be brought, 
and artificial means taken to attract the spawn when 
given off. M. Coste established two beds ; but one, 
since established, having been more successful, I will 
give its history. The following is from a report I 
drew up for the directors of the South of England 
Oyster Company, on my return from Arcachou last 
July : — 

The bed which has yielded the greatest results is 
that of Lahillon, created by M. Chaumel, commandant 
of the brig Leger, the government guard-ship in the 
bason. In the year 1800, M. Chaumel was directed 
by the Minister of Marine to cany out M. Coste’s 
recommendations as to oyster culture, and to report 
at regular intervals upon the results effected. 

Lahillon is a long strip of sea bottom, 2,700 metres 
long by 180 broad, and only uncovered for two hours 
twice a day at low spring tide; it is situated in the 
middle of a broad channel, bordering the north-east 
coast of the lie des Oiseaux. A strong current runs 
over this bank ; this bed lies in the centre of the 
channel, washing the beds established by M. Coste. 
M. Chaumel considered this a favourable spot for 
his attempt, and consequently, 100 acres of this 
bottom were thoroughly dredged by the men of the 
Leger; not an oyster was found, on account of the 
ravages of the whelk, and not a trace of spat; the 
bottom, which was covered with mud and weeds was 
entirely removed to. about 18 inches in depth,’ and 
the natural sandy bottom of the basin, mixed with 
shells, was arrived at; this was well covered with all 
kinds of shells, of which there are immense quantities 
principally cockles and oysters. In June, 7,500 tiles 
were placed, arranged in 270 piles, termed ruches, so 
that the water could circulate freely through them • 
these tiles are about three feet long by about five 
inches broad, and are curved, forming about the 
third of an arc of a circle ; they are not glazed, but 
are more vitrified and less porous than our common 
English tile; they are rough, and admiraby adapted 
lor the purpose for which they are required. They 
are piled at intervals on each side of a central path 
running along the centre of the bed, about 30 to each 



pile, and rise about two feet from the ground, f orin - > 
an oblong mass, about the size and shape np 
ordinary clothes box. These 100 acres are divid^ 
into compartments — first into two, by a lonr ( 
lengthways, then smaller paths two feet wide, runmvf 
at right angles to this, and separated from each ofof 
by a distance of six feet; four of these divisions fop 
a bed, anil each bears a number upon a pole sop 
seven feet high. The usual custom of the oy$>.> 
breeders in Arcacbon is to lay down the tiles £ 
April and May, when the oysters begin to sicken, k 
M. Chaumel says that in this case they frequent 
get covered with weed and mud, whereas he is hip! 
self accustomed to lay down his tiles in June 
July, when the young oysters are ready to attad 
themselves, and finding a clean surface favourable; 
them, they readily fix themselves to the tiles. 

Upon the bed Lahillon a ponton (large boat); 
moored) in which four men live ; they watch the par 
and are constantly at work when the tide serves fo 
their labour; besides these the sailors from fl. 
pinnace work at low spring tides for two bop 
twice a day. Upon the beds, 400,000 full-groR 
oysters from the adjacent pares were laid down, at 
400,000 more sea oysters from the lie de Rd; the- 
oysters, duiing the following months of June, Jm 
August, September, October, and November, euiitte: 
spawn, and the spat adhered to the tiles, shells, at 
every salient spot. The oysters emit spawn; 
different times during the aforesaid months, accordt 
to their nature and their state of health. The Si 
spat is the largest. My visit to the bed took pis:' 
upon the 10th of July, and M. Chaumel pointed o: 
to me upon the tiles, oysters about the size oft 
surface of a split pea, which he said were 20 daysc? 
thnt is to say had been attached 20 days ; he did’: , 
reckon the time they bad been free, which time; 1 
not at all accurately known. 

The expense of making the Bed Lahillon ra 
£1,140. The results of tlio experiment and t! 
returns are as follows, not counting the press 
season, of which no return has yet been computed:- 



Young oysters on tiles, . . . l ,*355,245 

Young oysters attached to parents, . 2,080,1)01 
Young oysters on cultoh lascines, &c., 1,240,011 

Total 

Returns from the sale of oysters, . £8,000 
Deduct expenses, . . . . . ] 140 

Profit realized £6 860 



Besides the above, there remain upon tbe tc 
some 1 5,000,000 not yet fit for market, and of wliic 
the value has not yet been computed. 

Of the oysters, great numbers are destroyed It. 
the vermin, by tbe cold, by hail, by the sun, ail 
other causes; in fact M. Chaumel informed u» b; 
considered be lost a quarter of bis oysters from the 1 
causes ; tbe most destructive of the vermin is tl 
ou/omeau dog whelk, or piercer; these creators 
appear in vast numbers in tbe spring; they® 
hatched out from nests, each nest containing ah® 
800 eggs, and each egg 40 individuals ; they pi® 
the shell of the oyster with an organ adapted fc 
the purpose, and the crabs follow in their wake,® 
soon clean out the dead oyster ; one of the duties® 
the guards is at low spring tides to collect the whefc 
upon the bed, and one man has been known to pid 
up 14,600 in the two hours of the low tide. 

At the end of the breeding bed, the tiles areh»' 
down, covered with the result of last year’s spit 
there are from 200 to 300 upon each tile, and 4? 
are as close as they can be crowded; attached 
their hinges to the tile, with their shells opening 
outwards, these oysters are exposed to the sun,®! 
are entirely uncovered for two hours twice a dftl 
uring low springs, without apparent harm. Up® i'l 
tne bottom of the beds, where the parent oysters ® 8. 
placed, each one is covered with a crop of young, fs 
some twelve months old, and they form such am®! 
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upon the shell of the parent, that the old oyster in 
some instances can hardly be distinguished, and 
some, specimens are the size of a child’s head. 

All these young oysters . are separated from the 
tiles and from their parents at the end of September 
and during the following months, and are laid in 
beds of sand and mud to fatten; they are fit for 
market at the end of the following September, and 
during that winter, the largest, of course, being first 
chosen; so that the oysters from the bason of 
Arcacbon are fit to be eaten when they are twenty-seven 
months’ old ; this is at least a year earlier than an 
English-bred oyster is fit to eat. 

A strong westerly gale at spring tide, so as to fill 
the bason, and then the wind falling, so as to cause 
a great scour, is considered very favourable for the 
attachment of the spat ; in fact there is no doubt that 
tire great secret for a successful spat is extreme 
cleanliness. The temperature of the water in the 
bason of Arcachon is extremely uniform, night and 
day it varies but little ; the nights are mild, and the 
water in the Bay of Biscay being fed by the Gulf 
Stream, the temperature is constantly warm. M. 
Chaumel told me that the average summer tempera- 
ture is 15° centigrade, and winter 5°. It never freezes 
at Arcachon, but the hail is sometimes very injurious 
to the young oysters. 

The success obtained by the French naturally 
excited the desire of those interested in oyster culture 
in England to effect a like result; from what cause it 
were invidious to say ; this was not done until a 
fitting site was selected, namely', the Island of Hay- 
ling. Here, however, we have almost similar condi- 
tions to those found at Arcachon ; and no small credit 
is due to Mr. Hart for the acumen shown by him in 
his choice of this site. I suppose, if the whole sea- 
board of England were searched for a site for the 
cultivation of oysters, none could be found more 
suitable for the purpose of a breeding bed than the 
indentation on the east side of Hayling. Here we 
find an area of about 150 acres, covered at.high tide 
by pure sea-water; a short embankment across the 
narrow neck would enclose this, and on the water 
being kept out a short time, the bottom would 
harden, and would work up into embankments by 
shingling the surface, and providing proper collec- 
tors. A breeding bed, sufficient to produce annually 
600,000,000 young oysters, could be prepared in a 
few months. Mr. Hai't, however, profiting by the 
formation of the Hayling railway embankment, con- 
sidering that this— enclosing a large area of mud- 
lands — would be the more eligible position, selected 
the western shore for his works. But before pro- 
ceeding further, I will say a few words descriptive of 
Hayling and its fishery. 

Hayling island lies at the mouth of a large area of 
sea water, which runs in from the Solent by two 
narrow channels on either side of the island, resem- 
bling in many respects the bason of Arcachon. The 
bottom at Hayling is chalk and flint; at Arcachon, 
■sand ; otherwise, the mud, the water, the weed, the 
channels, the mud banks, the protected site, the 
freedom from storms, from rough seas, from fresh 
■water, are remarkably similar in the two localities. 
There are 10,000 square acres available for oj'ster 
culture ; of these only the channels, up to the time of 
the South of England Oyster Company commencing 
proceedings, were worked. 

The following is a brief history of the Hayling 
Oyster Fishery : — “ In the reign of Henry II. the 
Emsworth fishery was valued at eight shillings and 
eight pence per annum to the royal treasury, and the 
harbour was from a very early date celebrated for the 
quality of its oysters, which are larger than the 
Thames natives, but considei’ably smaller than the 
Channel oysters. The local fishermen have ever 
looked upon strangers dredging in the harbours with 
jealousy, and have done all in their power to prevent 
*t, although they themselves are not as a rule so pro- 
■vident as the deep-sea fishermen, who save their 
earnings to purchase vessels of larger tonnage and 



improved build. The harbour fishermen are satisfied Appendix. 

to go on in the old routine, and seldom very much n 

improve their position. Formerly the dredgers Culture, 
returned to the sea the young oyster and spat, reserv- ^ 
ing only the marketable oysters, but after a time 
they carried away with them all they removed with 
the dredge, retaining the small oysters to deposit in 
their own layings. The local men now believed that 
they were ruined, as the natural beds in the channel 
were rapidly being rendered bai-ren, and as the 
demand for oyster beds increased, the lords of manors 
granted portions of mudlands to persons who cleared 
them, converting them into layings, and, according 
to the statute planted sticks upon their boundaries, so 
that strangers should not dredge on their private beds. 

In these beds not only native oysters, bat Channel 
oysters, were placed for fattening, for sale in the London 
market. This new system, however, did not suit the 
Emsworth fishermen, who, enraged at seeing the 
success of the new system and the destruction of the 
natural beds, determined to seize the oysters and 
destroy the artificial beds. They therefore combined 
amongst themselves, and commenced by attacking 
the oyster beds belonging to the Messrs. Bussell, in 
Crastick Lake; this resulted in some fighting, and 
at the assizes the fishermen at length discovered that 
they were not allowed to rob other people with 
impunity. The large dredgers still continue to 
move all they can gut, and according to some autho- 
rities, the dredging so disturbs and scarifies the 
bottoms and sides of the channels that the multipli- 
cation of the oysters is much increased, the spat is 
moved and distributed, and every year the number 
obtuined increases. The artificial oyster beds con- 
tribute to this result, as the spat travels down the 
channels with the ebb tide, and by this means the 
area covered by spat is increased; every year we find 
the number of boats employed in this trade increase. 

The trade was formerly confined to the winter months, 
but now it is carried almost through the year. Oysters 
are obtained from all quai-ters, and laid in the beds for 
fattening, and the demand being so large and regular-, 
the trade is very remunerative. The best interest of 
the locality is to encoui-age this industry, which brings 
capital and labour into the neighbourhood, and must 
be of the utmost advantage to all concerned.” 

This account of the fishery was written some years 
ago, and very faithfully records its condition at the 
time ; but since then the demand for oysters has con- 
siderably increased, and the dredgermen, acting 
upon the French proverb, “ After me the deluge,” 
have every year advanced in their depredations, 
removing oysters, ware, and spat — the former for 
market, the latter to lay in their own private beds. 

Formerly the dx-edging was continued during the 
whole open time, so that the bottom was kept clean 
for the spatting, but as the dredgermen incx-eased in 
numbers — coming as they did from Whitstable and 
the Essex rivers, besides the local men — the oysters 
wex-e removed in less time, therefore the bottom got 
more foul every year ; and one week, in September, 

1865, was sufficient to clear away all that was wox-th 
taking by the foreign dredgermen ; and they all state 
that there was no trace of spat on account of the 
foulness of the ground. Thus it may be considex-ed 
that the old-established Emsworth fishery is destroyed, 
and unless it becomes worth the while of companies, 
or private individuals, to cultivate these unproductive 
bottoms, it will never become re-established by 
natural means. 

The South of England Oyster Company was insti- 
tuted October, 1865, for the purpose of utilizing the 
portion of mudlands inclosed by the Hayling Bailway 
on the west coast of the island ; forty-eight acres .are 
now prepared ; but it was found impossible to have 
the beds ready for the spat of I860, and only one 
acre in a pond of four acres was thoroughly shingled 
and cultched, and eighty large hurdles fixed above 
the oysters laid down for breeding. On the 14th of 
June these oysters wex-e observed to he what is 
termed “sick,” and emitting the spawn; on the 15th 
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of July the whole of the under-surface of the hurdles 
was so thieldy covered with minute oysters, as to 
almost completely hide the bark. The acre of shingle 
and cultch is also covered with young oysters. The 
dead reeds and roots of grass bordering the pond, 
pieces of wood floating on the waters — in fact, every 
available attachment is thickly covered. This proves 
how thoroughly adapted the waters and temperature 
of Hayling are for the breeding of oysters. 

It is necessary to understand something of the 
natural history of the oyster, so as to assist by artifi- 
cial means the attachment of the spat. The young 
oysters are emitted from the parent in' large numbers, 
forming a small cloud; each one is separate and 
•independent, and they are not contained in any 
mucus; each oyster is protected by its shells, which 
it has the power of closing ; beyond the edge of its 
shell it protrudes what has been termed its swimming 
pad, a double row of very long cilia, with which it is 
enabled to swim about in any direction: its usual 
position is with its swimming pad directed upwards, 
the hinge of the shell downwards, and its chief motion 
is upwards and downwards; upon any unexpected 
motion of the water, it withdraws its cilia, closes the 
shell, and sinks to the bottom. To the left of the 
swimming pad is an opening, fringed with cilia, 
leading to the intestinal tube. The young oysters 
are fond of attaching themselves together in rows of 
five or six, or more — the swimming pad of the second 
to the hinge of the first, and so on— still rapidly 
swimming. How long this peripatetic condition 
lasts I do not know : I have had them in a common 
phial fourteen days, during which time they showed 
no inclination to attach themselves. 

When they do fix themselves, they do so very 
firmly, by the whole surface of the flat shell, and they 
cannot be removed without destroying the shell. At 
Hayling they prefer the clean bark of hurdles, wood, 
shingle, pieces of slatd, &e. At Arcachou they prefer 
tiles, the external shell of parent oysters, &c. They 
select dark objects in preference to those of a lighter 
colour, and always attach themselves to the sides 
removed from the light; although guided by some 
law, they appear to be most capricious in the posi- 
tions selected for attachment. 

To show how hardy the spawn of the oyster is, and 
through what vicissitudes it will pass without injury, 
I have brought up from Hayling a specimen on the 
tile. On the 1 4tli of June the oysters in the pond 
were found to be sick, and emitting spawn ; on the 
15th of July the spat was discovered attached to the 
hurdles placed for its reception, therefore during those 
thirty-one days the young oysters were free, swimming 
about the pond ; on the east side of the pond is an 
adit, some hundred yards long; a windmill pumps 
water from this adit to a large wooden tank, from 
which the water is constantly running through a 
series of slate troughs, and from them to’ two wooden 
reservoirs; the overflow then runs into the lobster 
ponds; in these lobster ponds two or three large 
broken chimney pots were placed, as cover for the 
lobsters. Upon the inside of one of these pots I 
broke away this specimen of spat, which, you see, is 
3 4 niches across the long diameter, by ]§ inches the 
shorter ; on comparing it with the spat on the hurdles, 
it will be seen to be at least four times the size of the 
average, the reason being that this one, being by 
itself, has had all the advantage of the nutritious 
matter surrounding it, whereas those on the hurdles 
had to share with their neighbours. 

This oyster, whilst in its free condition, and in 
size almost microscopical, travelled down the hundred 
yards of adit, was pumped up by the windmill into 
the tanlc ; here tens of thousands of its fellows were 
satisfied with their journeying, and attached them- 
selves to the sides and bottom of the tank ; this one 
went on, passed through a long leaden pipe, swam 
down the six slate troughs, leaving behind some 
hundreds to attach themselves to the slate, through 
the two wooden reservoirs, then down an under- 
ground drain-pipe, into the lobster pond; here, 



satisfied with its travels, it attached itself to ft, 
inside of the chimney-pot, and flourished, and is a. 
largest specimen I could find. 

The young spawn avoid the light; they alw aTi 
attach themselves, where practicable, to the und'a 
side of objects. For instance, the hurdles were onl, 
covered on the under surface ; they swarm unda 
stones to fix to. They tun found in large number* 
in the holes and cracks of banks. When there ^ 
proper materials for attachment they always prefo 
dark substances, such as slate, or black-stones ; the 
dark in preference to the white wood. I do no! 
think there is an exception to this rule. Again 
they like quiet water and warmth, but not tfe 
direct rays of the sun ; cold rains and hail are ?en 
destructive to the young brood. An oven temperature 
averaging about (i^° Fahrenheit, day and night, i 
that most conducive to the security of the spat 

And now let us glance somewhat cursorily at the 
late attempts at legislation, for the purpose ofarrestiw 
the wholesale destruction of the oyster beds. A Com- 
mission sat for the purpose of studying this question, 
and, deceived by the evidence given, most of it being 
mere guess work, the Commissioners issued a report, 
which I believe to have been the cause of much 
injury to natural beds. Upon this report the late 
Government, recognising the necessity for legislation, 
introduced a Bill, intituled, “ An Act to facilitate the 
establishment and improvement and maintenance o' 
oyster and mussel fisheries in Great Britain." The 
bill was the offspring of the Board of Trade, and mu 
fathered by the then president, Mr. Milner Gibson 
Before the third reading, the Conservatives cam 
into office, and Mr. Stephen Cave, whom I am liapp; 
to see in the chair this evening, became its step 
father. Under its provisions applications were invite 
by the Board, hut the Act being very vague, and th 
Board wanting information, the fust hatch of memo 
rials were refused without inquiry. Tlieso, howevet, 
afforded them information, mid they issued a seta 
regulations, which facilitated matters so far as te 
point out what they will grant and what they will not 

“ I .— General Principles on which exclusive Rights tf 
Fishery will he granted. 

“The following comprise tho several classes oi 
grants or concessions which appear to the Board of 
Trade to fall within the scope and intention of tbs 
above-named Act, and for which they will he prepared 
to receive applications : — 

“ 1. Appropriations of moderate areas of unpro- 
ductive sea-bed or foreshoro for tho establishment of 
new fisheries or local depots. 

“ 2. Appropriations of small areas of already 
productive ground for oyster layings or depots in tk 
vicinity of public bods. 

“ 3. Concessions of exclusive fishery rights to 
owners or occupiers of existing fisheries, but witliia 
such limits and conditions only as may make such * 
concessions beneficial to the public. 

“ Claims for grants coming under any of the fol- 
lowing heads cannot, with a due regard to the public 
advantage, be entertained ; — 

“ 1. Appropriations of large areas of already 
existing public beds or productive dredging ground. 

“ 2- Appropriations of liu'ger extents of ground j. 
than the claimants have the means of beneficially 
cultivating, — whether under the pica of regulating 
and superintending the fishery, or for any other 
purpose. 

“ 3. Grants of licensing or subletting powers. 

“ The only grornid for appropriating or granting 
exclusive fishery rights over any portion of the 
seashore is the expectation that by these means the 
supply of oysters will be materially increased, and t 
the public thereby benefited. Such expectation must 1| 
consequently be shown to exist in all cases of grants 15 
under this Act, and especially in the cose of a grant /I 
of already productive drodging ground.” $ 

The Board of Trade appear to reason thus: 
the ground is, or has been prolific, we will leave it 
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to the dredgermen to work ; but, if any company or 
capitalist come forward, we will only grant them an 
unproductive sea bottom, which, should they succeed 
in making valuable, will be to the public advantage, 
and will interfere with no vested rights.” This is 
true enough. But what man would be so simple as 
to invest money to work a sea bottom proved to be 
unadapted to the purpose? Nature has already 
pointed out all the situations adapted for oyster culture, 
by sowiug seed everywhere, and as the seed is in such 
immense quantities, and free to choose its site for 
attachment, what with the currents, winds, and other 
causes, every place adapted for the purpose has been 
already discovered by the unerring instinct of nature. 
Almost all the natural breeding beds have been 
exhausted by reckless dredging. Many of these are 
now useless, from the cessation of dredging and the 
consequent accumulation of sludge and vermin ; and, 
even should spawn visit these beds again, there 
would be no spat, as there would be no clean culteh 
to offer attachment for the spawn. 

Beekless dredging must not be confounded with 
constant dredging. The former is the result of the 
selfish policy of taking everything that can be 
obtained from the natural beds — in fact, destroying 
them — and is what has been done now for many 
years, chiefly by the Whitstable men, who seek out 
every natural bed, wherever it may be, and do not 
leave it till it is dredged bare. They also encourage 
others in the same policy, by purchasing everything 
of the nature of an oyster that may be brought to 
them. These men, in their corporate capacity', are 
also examples of the second form of dredging ; for 
they work their beds all the year round, thus keeping 
them fresh and clean ; they move their oysters, destroy 
vermin, remove weed, in fact, take the greatest care 
of their growing and fattening beds, consequently 
turning out a very fine oyster, fetching the highest 
price in the market, at present .-£6 the bushel, or 
Is. 8 d. a dozen retail. 

The Board of Trade having taken upon itself the 
responsibility of legislation to facilitate the formation 
of private beds, to increase the supply, and, conse- 
quently, lower the price of oysters, the public are 
somewhat disappointed to find that, up to the present 
time, nothing has been done, and the price of oysters 
is steadily increasing. It is hoped that this session 
may not be allowed to pass without some orders 
under the Act being granted. 

The facilities desired by companies and capitalists 
are something of this nature ; — 

1. Upon clear proof that hitherto productive areas 
of sea-bed or foreshore have been rendered unprolific, 
and that the local or other dredgermen have ceased 
to work the ground; that exclusive rights of fishery be 
granted over such areas to fitting applicants. 

2. That foreshores, beds of rivers, lakes in harbours, 
&c., adapted for fattening purposes, shall be granted 
to applicants upon payment of reasonable royalty to 
the crown, corporations, lords of manors, &c., who 
may be proved proprietors of such foreshores, river 
beds, &c. 

Allow me, in conclusion, to recapitulate the princi- 
pal pomts in my paper, as follows : — 

The cause of the increase in the price of oysters is, 
then- scarcity. 

The cause of the scarcity of oysters is, many years 
ot reckless dredging. 

• Ti* 36 , esu ^ ^ ie m any years of reckless dredging 
I s , the destruction of the natural oyster beds. 

The remedy is, the establishment of private 

reechng beds and tile renovation of the natural beds 
*>y judicious legislation. 



Discussion. 

Mr. Cholmondeley Pennell would be glad to h: 
* mtle more information with regard to the succ 
iready achieved at the oyster grounds at Haylii 
d as to the future results which were anticipa 



from them in a commercial point of view. He under- Appendix 
stood that a large portion of the ground had been — 
cultivated, but would not produce a crop this year. Oyster 
He would observe, with reference to the recent Act Cnlture- 
of Parliament referred to by Mr. Lobb, that he thought 
that gentleman took a rather erroneous view of the 
intention and effect of the regulations by which the 
Board of Trade proposed to carry out that Act. The 
Board of Trade having done him the honour to refer 
to him occasionally in the administration of that Act, 
perhaps he might venture to say a few words upon 
the subject. In the first place, lie thought it was a 
misconception to suppose that when Parliamentpasaed 
that Act they had the intention of making it practically 
amount to a confiscation of the existing fisheries of 
the kingdom. Of course where a large public fishery 
existed, private individuals or associations would be 
glad if they could readily obtain exclusive possession 
of it. An oyster fishery was a valuable thing, but it 
was by no means clear to him how such an appro- 
priation would benefit the public, unless it could be 
shown that it would result in an increased supply of 
oysters. Whether the fishery were worked by a 
corporation, by private individuals, or by a com- 
pany, this was the only question to be considered. 

The object of the Act, as he understood it, was more 
particularly to promote the creation of new fisheries in 
this country. As Mr. Lobb had stated, a portion of 
the coast off Hayling Island was admirably adapted 
for the cultivation of oysters on the French system. 

Pie understood that that was a private undertaking, 
and required no parliamentary sanction ; but suppos- 
ing it had been public ground, he thought that would 
have been a proper opportunity for applying the pro- 
visions of the Act, so that those who undertook to 
cultivate that oyster ground might have security in the 
property they created. With regard to the alleged 
excessive stringency of the regulations, at all events 
this had not deterred persons from making applica- 
tions under the Act, because a number of them had 
been made, and he hoped it would be found consistent 
with the public advantage to grant some of them. 

The administration of that Act had been conferred 
upon a Board whose liberality and courtesy in dealing 
with all sorts of commercial matters which came be- 
fore them was notorious, and one great advantage 
which oyster cultivation would receive from the new 
Act was, that the management of the foreshores was 
transferred from the. Woods and Forests to the Board of 
Trade. That Board had already evidenced its in- 
tention of exercising the powers granted by the Act 
in a liberal spirit, and there was reason to believe it 
would eventually be a great success. He hoped it 
would ultimately lead to a great diminution in the 
price of oysters, for that was the practical point which 
they all wished to arrive at. 

Mr. Lobb said, with regard to the success of the 
Hayling oyster grounds, the idea was originally to 
commence operations with a large area of forty or 
fifty acres, blit it was found, if the company did 
that, they would waste a year ; therefore, some saltings 
near the beds were purchased, and they commenced 
at once with a pond of four acres and the adjacent 
saltings of eight acres ; but of the pond of four acres 
there was only time to get one acre ready, as the 
bottom was muddy and had to he made firm. First 
of all, sand was thrown over it, then about eighteen 
inches depth of shingle, and then, about two feet 
from the bottom, a series of hurdles were placed; the 
oysters were laid upon the shingle bottom. On the 
14th of June they showed signs of becoming “ sick,” 
and on the 15th July following the whole of the under 
surfaces of the hurdles were covered as thickly as the}' 
could be with spat. As he had stated, only one acre 
out of the four had been as yet cultivated ; the re- 
mainder was still muddy, and if the spat fell upon the 
mud it was choked, but he did not suppose any of the 
spat had fallen upon the mud, because it naturally 
sought the shingle and hurdles. The value of the 
spat thus deposited had been variously estimated at 
from £2,000 to £12,000. The value put upon it by 
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Appendix, the company was the former sum, but when the oysters to accomplish -what Mr. Lobb had expressed in 
were sold next September twelvemonths the real value paper. The Act itself, Mr. Lobb said, was very vaga e 

Culture. would be ascertained. The area which would be pre- but Acts of Parliament were generally very vag Ue ' 
pared ready to receive the next spat was about 35 They laid down certain principles ; it was impossible 

acres, and if the success on that more extended scale to go accurately into details. It was not correct f 0S aj 

was as great as it had been last year on the single that the first batch of memorials under this Act wte 

acre, the company would have every reason to be refused without inquiry. Those memorials came be- 

satisfied. With regard to the relative temperature of ■ fore him, and great inquiry was made upon them. No 
the water at Hayling and Arcachon, no doubt at the doubt Government was anxious, before coming to & 

latter place it was higher. The average temperature decision, to settle some definite rules on which to act, 

at Hayling in summer was, in the day-time— maxi- and it was no great blame to the Government if they 

mum, 07° Fate. ; minimum, 50°; mean. 62£°. With sought for further information before taking action in 
this steady temperature, there could be no doubt of a matter which was quite new, for the Act was only 
the success of the operation. Hayling was very warm; passed in July last year. As wc were only now in 
it was much protected ; the Isle of Wight lay in front' March of the following year, he did not think any 
of it ; it was free from stormy weather ; indeed, there extreme delay had taken place. He saw in a little 
was nothing at all inimical to oyster culture. With book, written by the author of the paper, it was 
respect to the administration of the Act of Parliament stated in the preface that it would probably take 
by the Board of Trade, he hoped the remarks he had twenty years to effect the objects he hud in view. If 
made on this subject would not be considered out of that was so— and probably Mr. Lobb was right— be 
place, but he had no idea, when he undertook to write (the Chairman) did not think the few months that 
the paper, that so eminent a man as Mr. Cave would had elapsed since the passing of the Act should be 

occupy the chair; the chairman, however, would be regarded as waste of time in proceeding cautiously 

able to correct him, if be had been in error. The before granting the applications that bad been made 

memorials for the establishment of oyster fisheries under this Act. They must know, in the first place, 

forwarded to the Board of Trade had hitherto been that the Crown rights upon the foreshores of the sea 
unsuccessful. There were three or four more about to or tidal waters between high and low water marks, which 
be sent’ in, and he hoped these would be more for- had been under the administration of the Office of 
tunate. The Blackwater fishery was an instance in Woods and Forests, had been lately transferred to the 
which he thought much good might be done by the Board of Trade ; but the ownership of the Crown 
interference of the Board. It was 1 5 miles in length, must be regarded as a mere trusteeship for the public, 
and, at present, was almost entirely destroyed by reck- The Crown should protect the rights of the public in 
less over-dredging. What he wanted was that these them, and if it granted them exclusively for certain 
grounds should be handed over to people who would terms of years to particular persons applying for them, 
take care of them, and protect them from over-dred- this must be done in the interests of tbe public, 
ging, so as to greatly increase the produce, and thus There were certain applications which Mr. Lobb had 
benefit the public. The Wliitstable bed was a magni- specially referred to — viz., for the Blackwater and the 
ficent one, worth many thousands a year, because it Solent. Both these were very large areas, and those 
was protected ; but if dais had been allowed to be over- gentlemen who applied for the Solent wished to have 
dredged, as had been the case in other instances, the entire control over that large sea, not. only for the 
there would have been scarcely an oyster left, or any cultivation of oysters themselves, but to give licences 
spat remaining. It had been the same both in France to other people to cultivate them ; or, if they thought 
and in England, wherever a natural bed of oysters was it necessary, to shut up tiio fishery altogether for two 
discovered, it was dredged bare. The whole of the years, much as tbo Hutch used to bum nutmegs to- 
Solent, one of die most magnificent beds in the king- prevent them becoming too cheap. These applicn- 
dom, was now a mass of sludge. It had been dredged tions were naturally refused, because the areas were 
till there was not an oyster left, except in one place, too large. The object of the Act was to do ns far as pos- 
where the rush of water was so great that it kept the sible. what die French hud done on tlioir coasts, 
bottom clean, but all the other beds were one mass of What the French desired was, not to bring large com- 
sludge. It. was the same with the Emsworth fish- panies to bear upon these grunt aims, but to bring 
eries; there was no trace of spat there this year, and individual enterprise, or small associations of men, to 
every oyster was removed in a week or two, which hear upon them. It was considered that there was a 
ought to have afforded several months of dredging. dog-in-the-manger feoling on tlio part of large com- 
Mr. Stephen Cave, tbe Chairman, said there were panies. They collected all they could gather for 
certain points in Mr. Lobb’s able and interesting paper themselves, and wished to keep out all others. He 
from which he disagreed to a certain extent, hut these spoke on this subject generally : he had not any indi- 
were matters of detail rather than of principle. He vidual case on his mind. In the interest of the public 
thought the general result of Mr. Lohb’s statements no doubt small areas should he given. The French 
had been to show that, on principle and on general granted very small allotments, and the Minister of i 
grounds, the action of the Government had been Marine informed him that his view was to let every S 
entirely right in this matter. Mr. Lobb stated that individual have his own private oyster park, as it was 
the Commission which sat on this question was de- thought under that system the culture would be 
ceived by tbe evidence given being mere guess-work ; carried out more satisfactorily than if the trade was 
but those Commissioners conducted their investiga- monopolized by largo companies. Ho thought Mr. 
tions for more than two years, and when he mentioned Lobb had misunderstood the first clause of the general 
the name of Professor Huxley ns one of them, it was principles which he had quoted, which stated the con- « 
a sufficient guarantee that great care and scientific cessions under the Act to he “ appropriations of * 
knowledge were exercised in the investigation. He moderate areas of unprotected sea-bed, or foreshore, 
might say, having been the president of a commission for the establishment of new fisheries or local depots." . 
which went to France last winter to negociate a Mr. Lobb thought very naturally that nobody would' *k 
Fishing Convention with the French Government, he be likely to cultivate anything which was quite certain 
found that the report of the commission which Mr. to produce nothing. It would not be common sense' 
Lobb lmd spoken of and the whole of the evidence to do so ; but in this case ho (tbe Chairman) thought- 
had been translated into French, and was considered the word “ unproductive" meant what was not now pro- 
in France to be a very valuable document. It was ducing anything, avd as a sort of defence of this expression 
not correct to say that he (the Chairman) was the step- he would quote the words of the paper with regard to Ik 
father of Mr. Milner Gibson’s Bill, and that he took Emsworth fishery, in which Mr. Lobb said, " Unless it 
it up on the third reading. The fact was, the Bill had becomes worth the while of companies or private 
been read a second time only, and he introduced individuals to cultivate these ‘unproductive’ bottoms, 
several alterations in committee before the Bill passed it will never become re-established.” What Mr. Lobb 
the House, and he thought some of them would go far there meant by the word “unproductive” was precisely 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND. 



57 



what the Government meant by it in these general dredging in the public beds was by a strict enforcement Appendix. 

rules. It simply meant that ■which was not now of the fence-months ; but if there were considerably too 

producing anything, either because it had been over- many dredgers during the open months of the year 2*?" 
dredged and destroyed, or because it had never been the beds were dredged bare. What was the remedy ure ‘ 
tried. Mr. Lobb had shown that there were parts of for this? Mr. Lobb had pointed to it in his little 

the coast which were considered hopeless for the book, in which he laid it down as an axiom that the 

cultivation of oysters, because there was nothing natural oyster beds of the United Kingdom were 
naturally for the spat to take hold of, but he had nearly exhausted, and thus “ private breeding beds 
shown them to-night that if they laid down tiles or have become an actual necessity.” That was the whole 
hurdles they enabled the spat to take hold. That case. Mr. Lobb and himself were entirely agreed on 
was exactly the point the Government took. On the this point — that we could not rely on the public beds 
north-west coast of England there were, long before any longer, but we must come to the private beds, 
this Act was passed, artificial oyster fisheries, which and that every possible facility ought to be given for 
failed for want of protection by law. This was sought the formation of such beds. At the same time it must 
to be remedied by the Act of last session ; and the be recollected that there are public beds, and we must 
Bill now before the House of Lords gave the same respect public rights. It might do for a paternal 

protection from depredations in the case of oyster Government, like that of France, to say they would 

beds as was now afforded by the game laws in the take upon themselves to do what they considered best 
case of game on an estate. In former days, if they for the public generally ; but in legislation we could 
caught a man “red-handed" taking oysters from a not always do that, and must often respect existing 
bed, they could punish him for the theft ; but, if he rights, however absurdly they operate. In the case 
was five yards away from the bed, they could not ask of the Blackwater, there had always been a public 
him where he got the oysters, any more than, under trade, and the fishermen had been in the habit of 
the old game laws, they could demand that a man dredging it year after year ; but if Government were 
should account for the possession of any pheasants or at once to divide the whole of the Blackwater amongst 
partridges found upon him. Therefore, it was clear, different companies, a considerable amount of public 
that being the state of the law, there was little induce- discontent would be caused. Therefore, in a case of 
ment for persons to spend money to form these oyster this kind, as in many others, legislation must be based 
beds, because there was no legal protection to the upon compromise. They must take public opinion 
property. In this respect the Act of last session was with them, and must feel their way to eveiy step 
not entirely satisfactory, inasmuch as, while it pro- before they took it, particularly in so delicate a matter 
tected the fisheries formed under that Act, it left those as this. He had detained the meeting for aconsider- 
which were formed before the passing of the Act without able time, but, holding the position he did, he thought 
this remedy , and he thought the Hayling Company ' it proper he should explain as carefully as he could 
complained of this very justly ; and, though he (the the points on which legislation on this subject had 
chairman) did not see his way, at the time Mr. Lobb been based. He had probably eaten oysters in as 
spoke to him on the subject, to remedy the defect, he many parts of the world as most people. He had 
had seen it since, and he hoped he had now done it eaten those which hung on trees in South America; 
effectually. As to die general question, “ What was the he had also eaten the enormous oysters of North 
object of this legislation ?’’ he was aware it was popu- America, two or three of which were sufficient to make 
larly considered better to leave everything free — that a great dish of soup ; he had also eaten the classic 
fish should be left free to those who could catch them, oysters of Bairn, near Naples; and the green oysters 
the supply being practically inexhaustible ; but the of Ostend and other places ; but he must say, in all 
case of oysters was no doubt different. Mr. Lobb had his experience, he had found none equal to what were 
stated very truly that the oyster beds on our coasts known as “ natives” in this country ; and his own 
had been over-dredged. But what was the reason ? personal feeling, as well as the interests of the public, 

Simply because the demand for oysters was much would lead him to desire to increase as much as pos- 
greater than it used to be. Persons of his own age sible the supply of so highly valuable and popular an 
recollected the time when barrels of oysters were sent article of food. He would now propose a hearty vote 
from London by the coaches into the principal towns ; of thanks to Mr. Lobb for his most interesting paper, 
but now every little town got its supply of oysters He felt personally obliged to that gentleman for the 
fresh by railway, and the consumption of them was remarks he had made upon legislation, because they 
enormous. We might have prevented the over-dredg- had given him an opportunity of explaining, as clearly 
ing in the same way as the French had done, but we as he could, and without the slightest desire to say a 
must recollect the difference between a paternal govern- word against what Mr. Lobb had written, the.bbjects 
ment and our own. It was, moreover, remarkable that and purposes of recent legislation, as bearing upon 
though the French had been very strict in their fishery this subject 

laws, while we have been rather lax, notwithstanding The vote of thanks was then passed, and acknow- 
this, the price of oysters in Paris was higher than in ledged by Mr. Lobb. 

London. The only way in which we could stop over- 
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